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Sharing with you my heart . . .

Believing in what we believe in

“But as for you, teach what accords with sound 
doctrine … so that in everything they may adorn 
the doctrine of God our Savior.” (Titus 2:1, 10).

Dear Baptized in Christ,

Should Christians be concerned about theology? 
Specifically, should Lutherans be concerned about 
theology? Is there any one who cares more about 
whether or not the Church (even the Lutheran Church) 
is confessional? 

As the businessman does his business, as the farmer 
farms, as the mother cares for her children, as the 
teacher teaches, as the Walmart clerk does her clerk-
ing, as the coal miner mines, as the oil man drills, as the 
student learns — do Lutherans think about theology 
and being confessional? 

• Theology the-ól-o-je the study of God
• Confessional kon-fesh’-on- l to acknowledge
• Dogma dog’-ma Christian principles
• Doctrine dok’-trîn set of beliefs

In the newly published CPH book Letters to Luther-
an Pastors, Hermann Sasse writes to pastors in a 
December 1948 letter titled “Concerning the Status of 
the Lutheran Churches in the World,” (p. 13-14):

“The present-day theologians no longer believe what 
they say and no longer say what they believe. We have 
no more [men of flawed theology listed here] incident 
anymore; not because our times have a greater desire 
for dogma, but because theologians are no longer seri-
ous-minded in regard to their own confession and to 
confession as such.” 

Do we believe in what we believe in? Do we mean 
what we say and say what we mean? Do we have a 
desire for the truth of our dogma? Are we serious-
minded about our confession?

It seems that theology, and being confessional, and 
our Lutheran dogma have been replaced. It seems that 
narcissism and entitlement have become our new set of 
principles and beliefs. We talk about Witness, Mercy, 
and Life Together in the Church, but it seems that tight 
lips, care for self preservation and purposeful exclusion 
prevail. The Scriptures teach creation, marriage 
between one man and one woman and the sanctity of 
human life, but “Christians” and “Churches” are chang-
ing (or ignoring) God’s Word in accepting and advocat-

ing evolution, gay and lesbian marriage and abortion. 
The Scriptures teach sin, grace, atonement and justifi-
cation, but so many pastors and congregations have 
moved Scripture aside for “whatever works” (pragma-
tism) for growth, self-glory and personal cause. 

While the Rite of Confirmation has no set date or 
time, many in the Lutheran Church celebrate Confirma-
tion often during this month of May. Young people are 
vowing to God and to the Church that they believe the 
Scriptures, they confess the doctrine of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, they will receive the Lord’s Supper 
faithfully, they will live according to the Word of God 
and they will “suffer all, even death, rather than fall 
away from this Confession and Church.” Do they mean 
what they say and say what they mean? How about 
their parents? How about the rest of the congregation? 
How about the pastor?

St. Paul writes to Pastor Titus, “But as for you, teach 
what accords with sound doctrine.” In connection with 
these words, St. Paul writes to Pastor Timothy, “All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be com-
plete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
Our theology, dogma, and doctrine come from the 
pure inspired Word of God. Our confession of faith is 
not based on popular culture, the opinions of man, 
human and church traditions or a set of practices that 
produces the desired outcomes regardless if they are 
biblical or not.

St. Paul continues to write to Timothy, “I charge you 
in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus … preach 
the Word; be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 
and teaching. For the time is coming when people will 
not endure sound teaching, but have itching ears they 
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their 
own passions, and will turn away from listening to 
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the truth and wander off into myths” (2 Tim. 4:14).
Dear Christians, even our own people in the Luther-

an Church are wandering off and accumulating for 
themselves their own teachers  — news media and 
Hollywood personalities, TV preachers, political lead-
ers and the whims and wishes of their own heart and 
mind. 

We have pastors throughout our district and synod 
studying The Lutheran Confessions together. This is 
taking place among pastors, pastors and laypeople, 
pastors and elders, and pastors and the sheep entrust-
ed to them. Sadly, those studying together are called 
“the confessional Lutherans,” as though this were a bad 
thing. It is good to study The Lutheran Confessions 
together, and I would strongly encourage it! Why get 
back to our confessions? So that we can get back to 
believing in what we believe in!

Being a confessional, theological, doctrinal Church 
means nothing without what we are confessionally, 
theologically and doctrinally about. In the Gospel of 
John, Jesus says, “[The Scriptures] bear witness about 
Me” (John 5:39). Ah! Here is the heart and core, the 
center and meaning of our Christian (and Lutheran!) 
faith. The Scriptures testify about Jesus as the recon-
ciliation of a fallen, broken, sinful, dead world. He is 
our salvation through His death and resurrection. This 
truth and reality gives substance to all of our theology 
and doctrine. 

These days are troubling. The world is unbelieving 
and even mocks Christ and His faithful followers. Even 
people within the Church often do not know the Scrip-
tures — The Ten Commandments, the Holy Trinity, 
Prayer, Baptism, Confession of Sins, and The Lord’s 
Supper. But we preach Christ crucified! Our eternal life 
depends on it. Without Christ, there is only eternal 
death. With Christ, there is eternal life and salvation!

In the name of Jesus,
President Baneck

Gal. 2:20

What is happening at

Van Tvedt joined Hope Village on March 18 as the 
unified partner center’s facility manager and tool crib 
supervisor. Tvedt will ensure that buildings on the 
Hope Village campus 
are in good working 
condition and track 
the inventory of tools 
that are provided to 
volunteers working 
to rebuild flooded 
homes in the Souris 
Valley.

Tvedt worked with 
coordinator Steve 
Carbno to prepare 
the Hope Village campus on April 6. On that day, local 
volunteers set up the food and recreation tents, 
repaired boardwalks and prepared the campus to wel-
come out-of-town volunteer teams to rebuild Minot.

The Dakotas Annual Conference of the United Meth-
odist Church provided a stipend for $9,000 for a por-
tion of the salary. Hope Village has also filled its full-
time food services position and is still seeking a 
part-time weekend cook to prepare breakfast and din-
ners on Saturdays and Sundays.

Interested in volunteering? For information, contact 
Carbno at 701-240-1495 or villagemgr@hopevillagend.
org. Hope Village is always in need of financial and 
volunteer support.
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Parish nursing … is this for you?
“Parish nursing is part of the Great Commission. We, as parish nurses, can witness the Gospel message. In the 

Lutheran faith, we know that it is only in Christ and His Word that we can find healing and wholeness from the 
brokenness we all feel.”

Carol A. Lueders Bolwerk, R.N., Ph.D.
Director of Parish Nurse Ministries, Concordia University Wisconsin. Mequon, Wis.

By sharing in Christ’s healing love to people of all ages, parish nurses promote a stewardship of health. Concern 
for the whole person makes parish nursing a wonderful complement to good pastoral care and helps the body of 
Christ in outreach to their communities.

How do parish nurses serve? Parish nurses tailor their duties to fit the needs of the congregations and commu-
nities. Their responsibilities may include: 
n Health education
 • Offering health screenings and services.
 • Providing classes on health and safety issues.
 • Facilitating support groups or coordinating health fairs.

n Personal health counseling
 • Meeting patients one-on-one to discuss health concerns and assess emotional and spiritual needs.
 • Encouraging stewardship of body, mind and, spirit.

n Liaison to community health resources
 • Making referrals, when needed, to health care providers and social services.
 • Initiating a congregation response to a community crisis.

n Coordinator of volunteers
 • Arranging transportation assistance, visits to shut-ins, meals for families during difficult times.
 • Serving as the liaison to a congregation’s human care or social ministry committee.

n Integrating faith and healing
 • Providing Christ-centered care throughout the many health advocate roles of a parish nurse.
 • Encourage and assist the congregation as they share the Gospel in both Word and deed.

The North Dakota District currently does not have a parish nurse district representative. If you are interested in 
serving, even temporarily, you are invited to attend the Parish Nursing District Representatives meeting on May 
28-29, 2013, at Concordia University Wisconsin, Mequon, Wis. LCMS Life and Health Ministries will provide a $150 
travel assistance scholarship.

Participants will enjoy a Christ-centered week filled with inspiration, instruction and insights, and will leave 
uplifted and rededicated to sharing the vocation of parish nursing with others.

If interested, contact Maggie Karner, director, LCMS Life and Health Ministries, at maggie.karner@lcms.org.

Enjoy an evening out in support of 
Lutheran education

Check out some of the cool items that were 
up for auction at Grace Lutheran (Fargo) 
School’s Annual Auction! What a great way to 
support Lutheran education. If you missed this 
opportunity, you have another chance at Mar-
tin Luther School’s Mayfest, Saturday, May 11, 
at the Ramkota Ballroom. Contact MLS at 701-
224-9070 to make your reservations today.
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MLS musical Survivor Babylon: Bow or burn!

North Dakota District, this is your news! 
LWML • Sunday school • LLL • Bible school • Youth group • Servant events • Mission trips  

Special birthdays • Retreats • Campus ministry Community events • Anniversaries • Awards  
 Accomplishments • Camp events 

We want to hear from YOU! Send photos, news items, feature stories, new subscriptions, etc., to 

Denise Wolfgram at ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com

1720 Burnt Boat Drive, Suite #100, Bismarck, ND 58503

Phone: 701-751-3424  •  Fax: 701-751-3425           

On March 21, students in grades three through seven at Martin Luther 
School, Bismarck, performed “Survivor Babylon,” a modern-day rendi-
tion of the account of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. The musi-
cal was well received and even caught the attention of KFYR-TV 
since the musical included its own K-FIRE cameraman that was “on 
the scene” when the men were thrown into the furnace.

Let’s go to the fair!
As the weather gets warmer, the thoughts of people all across the nation turn to corn dogs, funnel cakes, 

parades, carnivals and outreach.  
Wait, did you say outreach? Yes! State, county and local fairs are a wonderful time to reach out to others with 

Jesus’ love. We have the opportunity to touch visitors to our community and reconnect with neighbors, old 
acquaintances and family who may not have a church home. Here are a few ideas that you could use at your local 
fair: 

• Set up a first aid stand. Put a short message about Christ’s healing love on bandages, washcloths or anything 
else you think you’ll be handing out.

• Set up a water stand and hand out free water to all those hot fun-seekers. Remind them that Christ is the liv-
ing water they truly seek by putting labels printed with Bible verses on the water bottles or cups.

• If the fair runs through Sunday, consider holding a worship service on the fairgrounds.
• Kids love to pick up prizes at the fair and parents love anything that doesn’t hurt their wallet, so why not orga-

nize a free fishing booth where kids can fish for inexpensive items like Christian stickers, temporary tattoos, plas-
tic bracelets or bouncy balls? Make sure that everything tells about God’s love and gives people a way to contact 
your church.

The important thing to remember is to have fun, use your imagination and reach out for Christ!
Taken from Reaching Rural America for Christ newsletter, March 2013


