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Sharing with you my heart . . .

A Visiting Church

“Now as Peter went here and there among them 
all, he came down also to the saints
who lived at Lydda.” (Acts 9:32)

Dear Baptized in Christ,

Just what does a pastor do? What does a district pres-
ident do? What does a Synod president do?

According to the Scriptures, our Lutheran Confes-
sions and our Synod, district and congregation’s consti-
tution and bylaws, the one thing all the above offices of 
the church have in common is visitation.

Consider these words of Martin Luther in his 
“Instructions for the Visitors of Parish Pastors in Elec-
toral Saxony:”

“Both the Old and the 
New Testaments give 
sufficient evidence of 
what a divinely whole-
some thing it would be 
if pastors and Christian 
congregations might be 
visited by understand-
ing and competent per-
sons … All of [St. 
Paul’s] epistles reveal 
his concern for all the 
congregations and pastors.

“Formerly, in the days of the ancient Fathers [early 
Church], the holy bishops diligently followed [the 
examples of Peter, Paul, Barnabas, Samuel, Elijah, and 
Christ] … For it was in this kind of activity that the 
bishops and archbishops had their origin — each one 
was obligated to a greater or lesser extent to visit and 
examine.

“For, actually, bishop means supervisor or visitor, and 
archbishop, a supervisor or visitor of bishops, to see to 
it that each parish pastor visits and watches over and 
supervises his people in regard to teaching and life.”

In the Bible, an “overseer” or “episcopos” was the 
parish pastor who visited his people to pastorally over-
see their faith and life, their doctrine and Christian 
piety.

In Luther’s day, the Church, in Christian freedom, 
continued and maintained the office of “bishop of bish-
ops,” or an overseer of parish pastors in their faith and 

life, doctrine and piety. Today in The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, we have maintained this 
office and have given it the name “District President.”

I would invite you to visit the North Dakota District 
website at www.nodaklcms.org. When you click on the 
district calendar, you will see on various days “DP at 
pastoral visitation” or “DP at congregation visitation.”  
These are days when I have set aside about a three-
hour block of time with pastors or congregations for 
the specific purpose of visitation.

In his “Instructions for the Visitors,” Martin Luther 
suggests the following topics be discussed with bishop 
(district president) and pastor. District presidents today 
discuss these same topics with the pastor for the pas-
tor’s faith and life, and then as he instructs the same for 
the faith and life of his people.

1. Doctrine: Adherence to Lutheran teachings and 
repentance when there 
is error.

2. The Ten Command-
ments: That the pastor 
and people know the 
Commandments by 
heart.

3. True Christian 
Prayer: To encourage 
daily prayer and to 
instruct the same.

4. Tribulation: To dis-
cuss the hardships and 

sufferings of the pastor, encourage him with the Word 
of God, and to pray with him.

5. The Sacrament of the Body and Blood of the Lord: 
To encourage pastor and people to partake the Sacra-
ment.

 6. True Christian Penance: To encourage the pastor 
to teach and preach true repentance through excellent 
Law and Gospel distinction.

7. True Christian Confession: To encourage confes-
sion and absolution (especially in preparation of the 
Sacrament).

8. True Christian Satisfaction for Sin: To assure the 
pastor and people that all sins are satisfied in Christ.

9. The Human Order of the Church: To discuss with 
the pastor church order, Divine Service, liturgy, etc., 
steering him clear of either ditch (legalism and hetero-
doxy).
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10. Marriage: To discuss the health of the pastor’s 
marriage and family and to encourage the pastor to 
teach “diligently that marriage is instituted by God.”

11. Free Will: To talk about Christian freedoms; when 
these freedoms may at times hinder the weak in faith.

12. Christian Freedom: To talk to the pastor about the 
church’s relationship with the state; when to obey gov-
ernment and when the conscience cannot.

13. The Turks: To discuss “just war” and the threat of 
terrorism and Muslim threats.

14. Daily Worship in Church: To talk about a healthy 
and regular worship life throughout the week.

15. The True Christian Ban: The pastor’s understand-
ing and practice of church discipline.

16. The Office of Superintendent: To discuss with the 
pastor his relationship with the district president, even 
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as Luther writes, “This pastor (in our 
case, the district president) shall be 
superintendent of all the other priests 
who have their parish … He shall make 
sure that in these parishes there is cor-
rect Christian teaching, that the Word 
of God and the Holy Gospel are truly 
and purely proclaimed, and that the 
Holy Sacraments according to the insti-
tution of Christ are provided to the 
blessing of people.”

17. Schools: To discuss with the pas-
tor our Lutheran schools, support for 
them and their great value.

Pastors, district presidents and the 
Synod president visit. These visitations 
are done for teaching and preaching, 
encouraging and supporting, admonish-

ing and correcting and loving and building up.
The Christian faith is so important — there is nothing 

more important in all creation. The world, the devil and 
our own sinful flesh attack daily, batter and ram against 
us, striving to have us teach and preach falsely and to 
have us give up the faith in Christ Jesus, thus losing the 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

In our Life Together, we care about one another so 
much that pastors visit their people, district presidents 
visit their pastors and the Synod president visits his 
district presidents. It’s all about our care and love for 
one another to remain in the faith now and forever. Our 
visitation is so much wrapped up in the words of 1 John 
4:19, “We love because he first loved us.” The Church 
displays such great love for one another as we visit one 
another, encourage, pray for and shape and form our 
people in Christ Jesus.



North
Dakota District

JUNE-JULY 2013  C 

The 33rd annual meeting of the 
Council of Lutheran Youth Fellow-
ship Representatives (CLYFR) was 
held March 14-17, at the Pallottine 
Renewal Center in north St. Louis, 
Mo. Sixty people representing 17 
districts, including 19 male youth 
and five male adults, and 25 female 
youth and 10 female adults, attend-
ed. Full-time staff included the Rev. 
Dr. Terry Dittmer, LCMS Director of 
Youth Ministry, Jessica Bordeleau, 
LYF coordinator and the Rev. Jay 
Reed, author of the “Teens Reaching 
Teens” materials. Participants spent 
some time working on a vision for 
LYF and Youth Ministry.  

They were presented with these 
questions: 

•  How can the church show it 
cares about youth?  

•  How can the church win the 
hearts of youth?   

•  How can youth be engaged in 
the church’s mission?  

North Dakota youth take part in CLYFR event in St. Louis

•  What can the church do to 
equip youth? 

•  What should the church avoid 
in its ministry to youth?  

•  What youth concerns need to 
be addressed?

The North Dakota District was 
proudly represented by Sam Hinz, 
Holy Cross, Bismarck, and Jordan 
Wold, Grace, Carrington. We thank 
them for their sharing their time and 
talents to participate in this event.

Rev. Brandon Woodruff installation
The installation of Rev. Brandon Woodruff as pastor 

of Peace Lutheran Church, Garrison, and St. Matthew 
Lutheran Church, Max, was held on Sunday, April 21. 
Inclement weather postponed the installation one 
week. As shown at right, many folks turned out to cel-
ebrate and welcome Rev. Woodruff as their new shep-
herd.

Clergy in attendance were, from left (front row), the Revs. 
Carlyle Roth, Brandon Woodruff and Leo Deitemeyer; (back 
row) the Revs. Larry Harvala, Phillip Hannemann, Richard 
Biberdorf, Paul Nelson and Paul Krueger.

Rev. Woodruff with 
his wife, Carrie, and 
their four duaghters, 
Alora, Mikaela, Emily 
and Hannah.
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‘Journey to the 
Cross’ held at  
Zion, Bismarck

Are you familiar with the scent of the oil the woman 
used to anoint and wash Jesus’ feet? On the back of what 
kind of animal did Jesus enter Jerusalem? People young 
and old were able to experience some of the elements of 
what we read in Scripture, especially during Holy Week. 
The “Journey to the Cross,” held March 27 at Zion Lutheran Church, Bismarck, included stations that involved foot 
washing, tasting of food in a traditional Passover meal and even seeing replications of nails that could have been 
used to attach Jesus to the cross. Experiencing the sights, smells and tastes of Holy Week helped participants 
understand even more what it would have been like to be with Jesus and His disciples during the events of His 
Passion.

Stewardship Education for Children
Would you like to share the principles of good stewardship with your children? 

Check into LCEF’s well-known Kids Into Discipleship and Stewardship (K.I.D.S.) stamp 
program and K.I.D.S. Count to help teach young people the importance of giving back 
what God has shared with us.

K.I.D.S. stamps provide a fun and exciting way to build God’s kingdom through les-
sons in sharing, saving and spending. The program has many features:

• Young people receive their own K.I.D.S. stamp book to start their LCEF invest-
ment.

• Activity books are available to teach lessons about discipleship and stewardship.
•  The program provides a base for mission education as children learn about the ministry opportunities for 

which they are investing.
• The program teaches the basics of managing money and earning interest within a biblical context.
•  New K.I.D.S. participants receive their first order of stamps free (up to a $100 value; subsequent orders will be 

charged).
• All supporting program materials (excluding stamps) are free.

K.I.D.S. Count stewardship lessons
The K.I.D.S. Count curriculum resource can be used alone or in conjunction with the 

stamp program. Stewardship-focused lessons for students in kindergarten through eighth 
grade teach children God-pleasing choices and how to manage His gifts.

Concordia Publishing House’s curriculum experts crafted K.I.D.S. Count lessons so they can be used in multiple 
educational environments — Sunday schools, mid-week programs, Lutheran schools, or at home — and taught in 
about 40 minutes to an hour. The lessons can be easily incorporated into math, social studies or health studies, 
where various aspects of resource management are discussed.

K.I.D.S. Count lessons are flexible and include hands-on activities to keep kids learning. Skits, puppets, activity 
sheets, posters, crafts, indoor and outdoor games, cooking, field trips and service projects are just some of the fun 
ways K.I.D.S. Count makes each lesson come alive.

For more information go to http://lcef.org/stewardship_education and check out the resources.


