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“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus 
who was crucified. He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said.”  
(Matt. 28:5-6)

Dear Baptized in Christ,
Jadis is the white (winter) witch in C.S. Lewis’ Chron-

icles of Narnia. In a curse upon the land, Jadis caused it 
to be winter for more than 100 Narnia years. To make 
things even worse, she caused it to be winter all the 
time without Christmas. Food was scarce, it was 
always cold, there was no green, no spring, no summer 
warmth. 

For all of us, it has been a long, cold winter, hasn’t it? 
It almost felt as though it was going to be winter for-
ever, as though Jadis had cursed us as well. So many 
days this winter have been below freezing, and even 
below zero. We’ve all been chilled even before that 
record -24 on Dec. 23 in Bismarck. We long for sun. We 
long for warmth. We long for crabapple blossoms, the 
thawing of lakes and the singing of robins. 

Consider how this Easter hymn uses the word winter:

‘Tis the spring of souls today;
Christ has burst His prison

And from three days’ sleep in death
As a sun has risen;

All the winter of our sins, 
Long and dark, is flying

From His light, to whom is giv’n
Laud and praise undying.

(“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” LSB #487)

“All the winter of our sins…” Think of the mess our 
sins have put us in. The curse of sin is eternal. Adam 
and Eve’s sin has put us all in death and hell forever. 
More miserable than a winter without end is the “sea-
son of our sins without end.” In us there is no life, no 
warmth, no sunshine. Sin has cursed and ruined us.

The long winter is dark. We get up in the dark and 
before our workday is over, it is already getting dark 
again. Our life, due to our own rebellion against God’s 
commandments, is lived in a deep and frightening dark-
ness. As winter lingers, people get more and more 
depressed. How depressed we are in a life without 

Christ, a life with no hope, no joy, no gladness. On top 
of this, have you noticed how we get more and more 
irritable as the winter continues to drag on? The dark-
ness and cold and depression feeds on itself, even as 
we lash out at others and take our frustration of winter 
out on those around us. This happens in our homes, at 
work and even in church.

That’s what sin does to us. It leaves us sad and cold 
and empty. The winter is a time of death and lifeless-
ness. It feels like it will never end. It is not Jadis that 
causes such misery. It is because of our sin, and in our 
sins, that death and lifelessness are promised to never 
end. 

The hymnist, John of Damascus, is telling us, “all the 
winter of our sins is long and dark is flying,” this winter 
is flying — flying away! The winter is over, not because 
the calendar is on April, but because Jesus Christ has 
died for sin and risen from the dead to give new and 
eternal life to all the world. Now death and lifelessness 
have come to an end!

It is the spring of our souls today because Jesus 
Christ has burst His prison. His prison on Good Friday 
was really our prison of death and hell. Jesus was for-
saken by the Father in our place. Jesus died our death 
for our sins. He took our place. All the winter and 
death of our sins went into the tomb with Him. When 
Jesus rose on Easter morning, however, our winter 

‘Tis the Spring of Souls Today
Sharing with you my heart . . .

(Continued on next page)



B  NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT

District News
(Continued from Page A)
stayed in the tomb and the spring, the new life of our 
souls, has come to rise forever. 

Dear Easter people, your sun has risen. God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ, has risen from the dead and this is the end 
of the winter of your death and hell. Your light has 
come. Jadis may cause a long winter without Christ-
mas, but in the middle of the winter of our sins and 
sadness, God causes Christmas to happen by coming to 
earth in the flesh to take the place of our sin and death. 
When your life is feeling like an eternal winter, race to 
the Scriptures and hear the message of the angel, “Do 
not be afraid; Christ has risen from the dead just as He 
said!” 

While your cancer may be sad and painful, the death 
and resurrection of Jesus is your joy and your body’s 
eternal cure. While your marriage and family life may 
be suffering, the death and resurrection of Jesus brings 
healing and reconciliation to broken relationships. 
While the guilt of sin leaves you feeling unworthy of 
God’s love, Jesus forgives all your sin through His death 
and resurrection and removes your guilt, just as the sun 
removes the winter’s snow. 

You are a baptized child of God in Christ Jesus. 
Because He rose from the dead, new life, forgiveness, 
eternal joy, meaning and purpose and God’s constant, 
loving presence in your life is all yours! 

As the tulips bloom and the blades of grass grow 
green, as the sun warms the air and the farmer begins 
his planting, as you open your windows to the spring 
breezes and the spring rains wash away the winter dirt, 
let all these daily life and seasonal signs remind you of 
the ever-constant reality that it is the spring of your 
soul today and forever through Jesus Christ. 

Christ has risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! We are 
an Easter people, and Alleluia is our song! (Augustine)

In the name of Jesus,
President Baneck

Galatians 2:20

Celebrate with
St. Andrew, Niagara
Sunday, April 13

n 120th anniversary of St. Andrew
n 50th anniversary of the church building

Scheduled Events:
9 a.m.: Worship Service
   Coffee and picture slideshow to follow

Noon: Dinner
   Tour of buildings from the 1800s, including  

   log cabin, school and church

2 p.m.: Celebration Service
   Guest Speaker: 
   Rev. Herbert C. Mueller Jr., 
   LCMS First Vice-President

Please RSVP for the dinner:
 • 701-397-5292
 • djneels@polarcomm.com

You’re invited to an
Appreciation Dinner
honoring
Harold and Avonne Gessner
for their 22 years of service to the Lord as 
chairpersons of the
North Dakota Branch — Orphan Grain Train

• 5 p.m., Sunday, April 27
• Cobblestone Inn, Hwy. 5 E., Bottineau
 (to reserve a room, call 701-534-2121, ask for   
 OGT block)

RSVP by April 13 to: mshall@srt.com
 or 701-272-6314

Mueller
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These children at Grace Lutheran School, 
Fargo, enjoyed dress-up days during 
National Lutheran Schools Week.

2014 National Lutheran Schools Week

‘Filling the crib’
Martin Luther School chose to 

support the First Choice Clinic 
with its third- quarter chapel 
offerings and the money 
brought in through the “Quarter 
Wars” during Lutheran Schools 
Week. Also as part of their offer-
ings, students and staff were 
able to bring in baby items for 
First Choice Clinic.

Biblical Marriage Summit
The summit was held Feb. 22 at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Hankinson. Below, Rev. Thomas Eckstein, pastor, Concordia 
Lutheran Church, Jamestown, was the guest presenter.
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Convention update
Baptized for this Moment
Jan. 18-21, 2015  • Alerus/Canad Inn, Grand Forks

Baptized into:
 1. A Living Hope 2. Holiness 3. Love in Vocation
 4. Christ’s Suffering 5. Pastoral Care

Important Dates
Please place these dates on your church calendar in 
order to help  
schedule necessary voter’s meetings:
• April 4 .......Initial nominating committee meeting.
• July 18 ...... Deadline to submit nominations for all 

elected offices.
• Sept. 18 .....Deadline to submit lay/alternate delegates.
• Oct. 9 ........ Deadline to submit convention workbook 

reports.
• Oct. 18 ......Deadline to submit memorials.
• Nov. 6 ........ District president meets with floor  

committee chairs.
• Dec. 6 ........Convention floor committees meet.
• Dec. 20 ......First Today’s Business sent to delegates.

Congregations … Please 
schedule a congregation open 
forum to discuss the convention 
resolutions around Jan. 3-12, 
2015. The decisions made by 
your pastoral and lay delegate 
impact every congregation, 
especially on resolutions con-
nected with a dollar amount.

For nearly 125 years, God has been with us at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church on the banks of Willow 
Creek, proclaiming Jesus to the nations and giving 
out His life and salvation through His blessed sacra-
ments. And now, for the joy that is ours in Jesus 
Christ, we give thanks for “God With Us” at Imman-
uel and invite you to join your voice with ours. 

Immanuel Willow Creek will celebrate and give 
thanks for 125 years of the Holy Spirit’s work in our 
midst June 28-29. The schedule is: 

n Saturday, June 28
 • 3-5 p.m., social time 
 • 5:30-6:45 p.m., light supper served 
 • 7 p.m., organ recital and hymn sing 

n Sunday, June 29 
 • 10:30 a.m., Divine Service 
 • Noon-1:45 p.m., catered dinner 
 • 2 p.m., Divine Service 
 • 3 p.m., coffee and cake 

A map to our location and contact information 
can be found on our website, www.immanuel   
willowcreek.org. Please RSVP by June 1 if you plan 
to be with us for the catered meal. 

As we prepare to give thanks for these 125 won-
derful years of “God With Us” and for His blessings 
upon us in Jesus Christ here at Immanuel, we hope 
and pray that you may be with us, where God is 
with us, at Immanuel on the banks of Willow Creek. 

In Christ,
The Saints of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Willow Creek Township

Immanuel Willow Creek to 
celebrate 125th anniversary

New members welcomed at Holy Cross
Members of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Bismarck, recently 
enjoyed celebrating the addition of new members to their 
church family during a Sunday morning worship service.

North Dakota District,  
this is YOUR news!  

 
Bible school • Youth group • Servant events  

Mission trips • Outreach • Retreats 
Campus ministry • Community events 

Anniversaries • Awards • Special birthdays 
LWML • Sunday school • LLL 

Accomplishments • Camp events 

We want to hear from YOU! Send photos, news 
items, feature stories, new subscriptions, etc., to: 

Denise Wolfgram at  
ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com


