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Dear Baptized in Christ,

My 2-year-old granddaughter 
recently went to church. The pastor 
was on vacation. There was a fill-in 
pastor whom Hannah did not recog-
nize. She said to her mother, 
“Where’s God?” Her mother said, 
“Do you mean Pastor?” And she 
said, “No, God!”

This reminds me of Luther’s 
words in defining the church. He 
said, “Thank God, today a seven-
year-old child knows what the 
church is, namely, the holy believ-
ers and lambs who hear the voice of 
their shepherd.” (Smalcald Articles, 
Article XII, The Church).

Hannah uttered a most profound 
theology in her words concerning 
her pastor. Now, while it is true the 
pastor is not God, the pastor does 
indeed represent God. Those most 
profound words of the absolution in 
the liturgy teaches this as well, “In 
the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ…” The pastor 
stands and speaks in the stead, that 

is, in the place of God.

The calling of a pastor is to 
preach (and teach) God’s Word and 
to administer the Sacraments of 
God. The Holy Spirit uses this man 
as His own instrument in speaking 
God’s Word into the ears of God’s 
people. The Holy Spirit uses this 
man also to place into the mouths 
of His people His very presence as 
the pastor feeds God’s people the 
body and blood of Christ.

Allow me to introduce to you the 
three new pastors coming into the 
North Dakota District this summer. 
They will be ordained and receive 
their first calls into the office of the 
holy ministry as new graduates of 
their seminary training. These men 
come to represent God and to give 
God’s gifts to God’s people for the 
benefit of their faith and life. They 
will become the shepherd of God’s 
sheep. As they continue to serve 
God’s people in each of their con-
gregations, these shepherds will 
come to know their sheep, and 

Our new pastors
Sharing with you my heart . . .
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“Command and teach these things. Let no one despise you for your 
youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity.” (1 Tim. 4:11-12)

their sheep will hear the voice of 
their shepherd. God’s holy flock will 
come to recognize these men as His 
representatives. These men will 
come and speak God’s Word of Law 
and Gospel, sin and grace, and life 
and salvation into the ears, faith, 
soul and life of God’s people. 

Please join me in welcoming 
these young men into the holy min-
istry and into the North Dakota 
District. I also ask you to speak a 
prayer for these men and the con-
gregations they will serve.

▶ William “Bill” Traphagan is 
from McCook, Neb. He attended 
Concordia University, Nebraska, 
and holds a Bachelor of Science in 
business administration and theol-
ogy. He’s worked in a fast food res-
taurant, in telemarketing and man-
aged a fireworks stand. He also 
served as an electronic wholesaler 
and distributer intern. Traphagan 
did his vicarage at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Terre Haute, Ind. 
He is a graduate of Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
He is married to Stephanie and their 
daughter was born at the end of 
January. 

Stephanie received deaconess 
training at the seminary, but is 
going to be a stay-at-home mom at 
this time. William was ordained and 
installed at St. John’s, Underwood; 
St. John, McClusky; and Trinity, 
Hazen. The ordination/installation 
service was held at St. John’s, 
Underwood, on June 22.

▶ Jacob Swenson is from Ros-
eville, Minn. He attended Concordia 
University, St. Paul, Minn., and has 
a Bachelor of Arts in theology and 
music. He’s worked as a childcare 

From left, the Rev. William and Stephanie Traphagan, Brittany and John Koopman, 
Faith and Jacob Swenson and District President Rev. Dr. James Baneck.
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provider, private tutor, cook, and at a grocery store. His 
musical abilities lie in classical and electronic guitar, 
saxophone and piano. Swenson did his vicarage at West 
Portal Lutheran Church, San Francisco. He is a gradu-
ate of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. 

Swenson is married to Faith, who also just recently 
graduated from the seminary as a deaconess. Swenson 
will be ordained and installed at St. John, Hillsboro, at 4 
p.m. on Aug. 17. Faith has also been called as a part-
time deaconess at St. John and will also be installed on 
Aug. 17. St. John, Hillsboro, and Grace, Cooperstown, 
are in the process of becoming a dual parish. 

▶ Paul Preus is from Mankato, Minn., and received a 
Bachelor of Arts in history from Minnesota State Uni-
versity in Mankato. Work expe-
rience for Paul includes being 
an apartment manager. Paul 
did his vicarage at Zion Luther-
an Church, Yorkton, Saskatch-
ewan, Canada. Paul is a gradu-
ate of Concordia Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, St. Cath-
erines, Ontario. Paul is married 
to Bethany and they have four 
children: Samuel, 7, Katherine, 
6, Severin, 4, and Elizabeth, 2. Paul will be ordained and 
installed at Zion Lutheran Church, Ellendale, at 4 p.m. 
on Aug. 24. 

▶ Bethel and Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran church-
es in Bismarck will share a vicar beginning in August. 
John Koopman grew up on a farm near Milbank, S.D. 
His wife, Brittany, is from Brownstown, Ind. John is a 
graduate of Concordia University, Nebraska, with a 
major in phycology and he currently attends Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. John has an interest 
in reading, computers and hiking/walking. 

God has greatly blessed His Church with many faith-
ful pastors throughout the generations. God continues 
to serve His Church by calling men into the ministry. 
While we pray for all our pastors, we pray especially for 
these three new candidates and vicar coming to the 
LCMS North Dakota District. Above all, “where the holy 
believers and lambs hear the voice of their shepherd,” 
may God bless His Church with His own representa-
tives on earth, men in the holy ministry. 

In the name of Jesus,  
President Baneck

Galatians 2:20
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From President Baneck’s blog…
On Tuesday, May 13, I had the 

privilege of spending time with the 
Rev. Robert Hill, pastor of the North 
Dakota District’s only four-point 
parish.* It’s a rather unique, practi-
cal and workable arrangement. St. 
Paul, Wimbledon, and St. Paul, Ken-
sal, alternate services. Redeemer, 
Woodworth, and Our Savior, Petti-
bone, also alternate services each 
Sunday. On a given Sunday, Pastor 
Hill preaches at two of the four 
churches (not to mention driving a 
number of miles, but he doesn’t 
mind as long as there’s no snow).

Pastor Hill states that the people 
from Wimbledon and Kensal are 
very good at worshiping at the other 
church. The same is true for Wood-
worth and Pettibone. When the 
church service is at one church, the 
people from both congregations are 
in the same building together, wor-
shiping together.

The congregations are small but 
very healthy. They love to be in the 
Word, gather together for worship, 
teach Sunday School, have confir-
mation and even VBS. Pastor Hill 
also states that all four churches 
have their own organist(s) and are 
all very capable.

In visiting with Pastor Hill, there 
is definitely a love and commitment 
to his people. While Pastor Hill 
prides himself in working out and 
healthy eating, it would seem he 
loves and very much appreciates the 
many meal invites offered to him by 
many in his parish.

As I toured the four churches, I 
must say I was very pleased to see a 
bulletin board in each one with the 
district calendar on it, along with 
other district letters, notices and 
news. I asked Pastor Hill if they 
look at this district stuff and he said, 
“They sure do.”

One of my joys as district presi-
dent is seeing how the pastors inter-
act with their people and those in 
the community. At lunch time, Pas-
tor Hill treated me to a wonderful 
lunch at the Kensal Cafe. When we 
walked in, Pastor Hill greeted a 
number of people by name. When 
the owner came up and took our 
order, Hill spoke his name also and 
chatted briefly. When the owner 
walked away I said, “that must be 
one of your members.” He said, “No, 
just know him by coming here.” 
How important this kind of relation-
ship is in a small community.

To the people of this four-point 
parish — thank you for your love 
for the Word, your care for your 
pastors and your willingness to 

work with this ministry arrange-
ment.

To Pastor Hill — thank you for 
preaching and teaching God’s Word 
to these baptized children of God, 
being a good and loving shepherd to 
your sheep and for your commit-
ment to this ministry arrangement.

*Pastor Daryl Rothchild also 
serves four congregations, with a 
little different arrangement. He 
serves Zion, Kramer; Faith, Towner; 
and the Bethlehem/St. John parish. 
Bethlehem and St. John alternate 
between their buildings while Kram-
er and Towner worship in their own 
building each Sunday. Our district is 
so very blessed with many faithful 
pastors and congregations!

St. Paul, WimbledonSt. Paul, Kensal

Redeemer, Woodworth Our Savior, Pettibone
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North Dakota District 
Convention update
Jan. 18-21, 2015  • Alerus/Canad 
Inn, Grand Forks

Baptized into:
 1. A Living Hope    2. Holiness
 3. Love in Vocation
 4. Christ’s Suffering
 5. Pastoral Care

Important Dates
Please place these dates on your church calendar in 
order to help schedule necessary voter’s meetings:
• April 4 .......Initial nominating committee meeting.
• July 18 ...... Deadline to submit nominations for all 

elected offices.
• Sept. 18 .....Deadline to submit lay/alternate delegates.
• Oct. 9 ........ Deadline to submit convention workbook 

reports.
• Oct. 18 ......Deadline to submit memorials.
• Nov. 6 ........ District president meets with floor  

committee chairs.
• Dec. 6 ........Convention floor committees meet.
• Dec. 20 ......First Today’s Business sent to delegates.

Congregations … Please schedule a congregation 
open forum to discuss the convention resolutions 
around Jan. 3-12, 2015. The decisions made by your 
pastoral and lay delegate impact every congregation, 
especially on resolutions connected with a dollar 
amount.

New pastor in West Fargo
Rev. Adam Harvala was installed as assistant pastor at St. 
Andrew, West Fargo, on June 8. Fellow clergy who were in 
attendance are, from left (front row) the Rev. Mike Giddings, 
the Rev. Dave Suelzle, the Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala (Adam’s 
father and former district president), Adam Harvala, the Rev. 
Clark Jahnke, the Rev. Sean Daenzer, the Rev. Paul Bun-
kowske; (back row) the Rev. Leo Deitemeyer, the Rev. Bernie 
Worral, the Rev. Craig Fenske and the Rev. Dave Wagner.

Outreach Conference
Saturday, Oct. 4, 1:30 p.m.
St. Andrew, West Fargo
“Building Bridges to Family, Friends, and Neighbors”
presented by Lutheran Hour Speaker Rev. Greg Seltz

“So wherever you go, make disciples of all nations…
I am always with you” (Matthew 28).

Saturday activities for the whole family include: 
 ▶ Inspiring messages from Rev. Seltz.
 ▶ Hands-on workshop with videos.
 ▶ Activities for children of all ages.
 ▶ Childcare for children ages 0-5.
 ▶ Dinner at 5 p.m.
 ▶ “On the Lighter Side” evening event.

The Saturday event will cost $20 for individual registration; 
$50 for a family.

Sunday, Oct. 5, 8 and 10:30 a.m. 
Our Redeemer, Moorhead, Minn.
 ▶ Education hour, 9:15 a.m. 
 ▶ Rev. Seltz, guest preacher and Bible study leader.
This is a good opportunity to meet, hear and interact with 
Rev. Seltz. The whole family will walk away inspired, encour-
aged and better equipped to live as Christians in today’s 
world.

More information regarding hotels and how to register will 
follow.

S.D.G. corresponds to three Latin 
words, Soli Deo Gloria! — “To God 
alone be glory.” Confessional Luther-
an composer and organist Johann 
Sebastian Bach wrote “S.D.G.” at the 
end of his compositions. 

“To God alone be glory” are also 
the words Edwin Arndt Jr. expresses in reflecting on 
his God-given gifts as a musician. Edwin has served 
faithfully as organist at Zion Lutheran Church, Claire 
City, for the past 50 years and at Immanuel, Lidger-
wood, for the past eight years.

Following a joint midweek Lenten Vespers service at 
Zion on April 9, the members of Zion and Immanuel 
recognized and expressed appreciation for Edwin’s 
dedicated service in leading fellow believers in the 
divine liturgy and in hymns of praise to God for His 
infinite mercy and grace to us in Christ our Redeemer.

Thanking God for 
a faithful musician


