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“Love the Lord, all you his saints! The Lord  
preserves the faithful … Be strong, and let your 
heart take courage, all you who wait for the 
Lord!” (Ps. 31:23-24)

Dear Baptized in Christ,

In my public elementary school growing up in Green 
Bay, Wis., I remember celebrating Valentines’ Day each 
year. As many of you probably did, I remember decorat-
ing a shoebox with red paper and hearts and turning it 
into a Valentine mailbox. My parents would buy a box 
of character Valentines’ cards and I wrote one out for 
each of my classmates. On Valen-
tines’ Day, we would put our Valen-
tines’ cards in one another’s mail-
box and end up with lots of cards 
and candy. 

It wasn’t until later in life that I 
realized there really was a man 
named “Valentine.” He was born in 
222 A.D. and died in 270. Valentine 
was a doctor and priest in Rome 
during the reign of Emperor 
Claudius II. While Claudius II 
seemed to have exerted more ener-
gy in warring against the Goths up 
north, Christians under his reign 
did face persecution. At this time, 
Christians confessing Jesus as the 
true and only God were enslaved, 
imprisoned, beaten, speared and 
beheaded. 

Valentine was arrested for his 
Christian faith. While in prison awaiting his execution, 
he developed a friendship with the young daughter of 
his jailer. Valentine told this girl about Jesus, how He 
loved her and died on the cross for her sins; and how 
through His death and resurrection, Jesus promises her 
eternal life. On the day Valentine was beheaded, it is 
believed he left a heart-shaped note of encouragement 
for this girl and signed it, “Your Valentine.” 

Persecution is nothing new for Christians. Believers 
in Jesus Christ have and always will be the enemy of 
this fallen world of sin, death and the devil. 

Today is no different. Just a few examples will suf-

fice. The Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) 
recently filed a lawsuit seeking to force the IRS to pun-
ish houses of worship (churches) for preaching on 
moral issues in a way that has political implications. 
Holy Cross Anglican Church in Wisconsin, has moved 
to intervene in this case. Consider the implications for 
our own pastors who preach the Ten Commandments 
rightly when speaking against abortion, same-sex mar-
riage and living together outside of marriage.

 Jonathan and Elaine Huguenin of Elane Photography 
in Albuquerque turned down a potential client’s request 
when realizing the client wanted to employ the photog-
raphers for a same-sex wedding. The Huguenins 

refused based on their Christian 
faith. The same-sex couple filed a 
lawsuit against these Christians. 
The New Mexico Supreme Court 
recently ruled against the Chris-
tian couple. The court wrote, 
“Compelling the Huguenins to vio-
late their deeply held religious 
beliefs on the definition of mar-
riage was simply ‘the price of citi-
zenship.’ ” Stop and contemplate 
the impact of that statement.

We also remember a case involv-
ing a congregation and school of 
our own LCMS, Hosanna-Tabor 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
School v. EEOC. The Becket Fund 
posts on their website, “The Becket 
Fund, along with Professor Doug-
las Laycock of UVA Law School, 
secured the most significant reli-

gious liberty decision in the past half-century when 
the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously agreed with their 
position and upheld the right of religious organizations 
to choose their own ministers.”

The court (in Chief Justice John Roberts’ unanimous 
opinion) declared that both the Free Exercise and 
Establishment clauses of the First Amendment provide 
“special solicitude to the rights of religious organiza-
tions” and “bar the government from interfering with 
the decision of a religious group to fire one of its minis-
ters.” The court also held that the protection extends 
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not just to ordained clergy, but to any leader or teacher 
who “personifies” the beliefs of the religious commu-
nity.

While the above case was a victory for religious free-
dom, it does not appear that attempts to attack and 
silence Christians will soon end in our current cultural 
climate. 

What does any of this have to do with “True 
Love,” as this article is titled?

It is not the love of Valentine or even of persecuted 
Christians through the ages that is so remarkable. What 
is so remarkable is the love of God in Jesus Christ!

Consider 1 John 4:10, “In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

Propitiation (pruh-pish-ee-ey-shuh n) — now that’s a 
word you just will not find on a Hallmark Valentine’s 
card! Propitiation is Jesus Christ making full, free satis-
faction to the Father for our sins and our eternal life. 
Jesus came and was executed for our sins in our place 
(in your place). While we are guilty and deserve the 
cross and hell itself, Jesus died our death and suffered 
our hell. By this, Jesus Christ won the full, free forgive-
ness of sins for all the world, and whoever believes in 
Him has the gift of eternal life. Jesus says to you, 
“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Jesus is 
referring to Himself.

Believers in Jesus Christ are willing to be persecuted 
and even die for the faith because they know of the 
great love of God in Christ Jesus. Christians every day 
live in the reality that they are eternally lost without 
Christ, but with Christ they are daily forgiven, healed, 
cared for, cleansed, relieved of all guilt and have the 
promise and gift of eternal life.

Valentine could have saved his life by renouncing his 
faith in Christ Jesus, but he was willing to give his head 
to the Roman executioner because he knew of the love 
of God in Christ Jesus. Holy Cross Anglican Church, is 
willing to stand up and be counted against immense 
public pressure because they know of God’s love for 
them in Jesus Christ. The Huguenin couple is willing to 
speak against same-sex marriage because of God’s love 
for them. The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
whether in the Hosanna-Tabor case or other intrusions 
from the outside, is not willing to have the culture pres-
sure them (us!) to compromise our faith because we 
know of the love of God in Jesus Christ as our propitia-

tion. 

I quoted earlier from 1 John 4. Later in this chapter (v. 
19), St. John writes, “We love because He first loved 
us.” We know who we are. We know whose we are. We 
know we are dearly loved by a God who stretched out 
His arms and saved us from sin, death and the devil. 
And now — not to be forgiven, but because we’re for-
given — we love our neighbor near and far. God loves 
the world through those who love Him. 

Consider your own vocation. Consider your congre-
gation. Who in your life (workplace, home, neighbor-
hood, community) is in particular need of God’s love 
and mercy? Is it a co-worker going through a divorce? 
Is it a teenager whose home life is difficult? Is it an 
elderly person who is lonely? Is it a spouse whom 
you’ve been taking for granted? Is it an adult sibling 
living far away whom you haven’t talked to in a long 
time? Will you care for them physically and share God’s 
love for them? How will this impact their lives?

The greatest Valentine is the One who hung on the 
cross and rose again to save us. Those who are children 
of the Light (that’s you!) are now “Valentines” to the 
world. Let the world make fun of us and even persecute 
us — ours is the eternal, living, true, loving and saving 
God! We’d be willing to go to our death for Him. He 
certainly went to His death for us … and that’s TRUE 
LOVE!

In the name of Jesus,
President Baneck

Galatians 2:20

North Dakota District,  
this is YOUR news!  

 
Bible school • Youth group • Servant events  

Mission trips • Outreach • Retreats 
Campus ministry • Community events 

Anniversaries • Awards • Special birthdays 
LWML • Sunday school • LLL 

Accomplishments • Camp events 

We want to hear from YOU! Send photos,  
news items, feature stories,new subscriptions,  

etc., to:Denise Wolfgram at  
ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com
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Ed Bean, director 
of Spiritual Finance 
for the North Dakota 
District, had the 
privilege of present-
ing a Wiebe Grant 
check of $10,000 to 
Karla Ross, Director 
of Little Hands, Lov-
ing Hearts Child De-
velopment Center, 
an outreach ministry 
of Our Savior Lutheran Church, Minot.

Children’s center gets grant

Let’s hear it for 
Lutheran education!

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod recently cel-
ebrated the blessing that Lutheran schools provide our 
parishioners and communities through the festivities of 
Lutheran Schools Week. Lutheran Schools Week pro-
vides our network of nearly 2,300 LCMS preschools, 
elementary schools and high schools with the public 
opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work 
among us in Lutheran schools. We thank God for the 
opportunity to provide excellent academic preparation 
for the children we serve. We are most grateful for the 
opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with children 
and their families. 

We celebrate the great blessings in the communities 
we serve. Our schools are amazing incubators for faith-
ful witness of God’s love for us through Christ by teach-
ers and students alike.

Consider prayerfully supporting one of the two 
Lutheran schools in our North Dakota District, Martin 
Luther School in Bismarck and Grace Lutheran School 
in Fargo.

Celebrate God’s Grace
March 22, 5-10 p.m.
Ramada Hotel Fargo

Tickets are available by calling the  
school office at (701) 232-7747

The Sacrament 
of the Altar
How do we use this Holy 
Gift in Christ’s Church for 
Christ’s people?

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Wahpeton

Saturday, March 22
• 9:30 a.m. — Coffee and fellowship
• 10 a.m.–4 p.m.  — The day’s event

Lunch will be served
Please bring your Bible

n So what is it … close or close(d) Communion?
n  If we practice close(d) Communion, aren’t we going 

to lose members?
n  Can we at least just talk about Holy Communion 

without getting all “theological” about it?

“I invite you to this very special time to talk about God's 
very special GIFT.”

James Baneck, president, North Dakota District
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A hobby with a mission

Something the people 
of St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, Devils Lake, 
know about long-time 
member Bev Schmidt is 
that she has a hobby with 
a mission. Schmidt, who 
recently turned 80, goes 
to garage sales from April 
through October every 
year hunting for new or slightly 
used items that can be cleaned and 
scrubbed until they shine like new. 
She’s done this for many, many 
years, according to fellow parishio-
ner Edie Johnson.  

“She’s meticulous, scrubbing and 
cleaning nearly new shoes and 
other items to make them look just 
like new,” Johnson says.

And she doesn’t do all this 
work for herself. She does it 
to help those in need served 
by the Orphan Grain Train. 
The rewards of Bev’s efforts 
have been felt by those in 
need globally, in Liberia and 
Haiti, and locally, such as the 
flood vicitms in Minot.

Items purchased during the 
summer at garage sales include 
clothing for all ages, shoes and 
socks, medical supplies (even 
crutches), personal care items, 
Bibles and other Christian books 
and literature, sports and other 
recreational items like the most-
loved soccer balls, outerwear, 
quilts, school supplies, bedding and 
toys. 

Bev Schmidt

Here are just a few moments from the Christmas programs presented 
by Martin Luther School in Bismarck and Grace Lutheran School in 
Fargo. What a blessing these two schools are to their communities! A 
Christ-centered message was proclaimed at both programs. To God be 
the glory!

Sharing the Good News at Christmas

A typical summer may result in 70 
or more pairs of pants for all ages, 
mostly jeans, 150 pairs of shoes, and 
30 or more infant layettes.


