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“And assembling all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, [Herod] inquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born.” (Matt. 2:4)

Dear Baptized in Christ,

The flow of the Liturgy is a marvelous thing. It has a 
rhythm about it that connects with our faith and life. 

The five main parts of the Liturgy (known as the 
Ordinary) are Kyrie, Gloria, Creed, Agnus Dei and Sanc-
tus. As these five main parts of the Liturgy come togeth-
er, they recall and rehearse the life of Christ. As we 
recall and rehearse the life of Christ each Sunday in 
church, so our lives are immersed into this God every 
Sunday. 

Kyrie is Latin for “Lord.” When we cry Kyrie Eleison, 
we are crying out, 
“Lord, have 
mercy.” The Kyrie 
in the Divine Ser-
vice is a prepara-
tion for the Word 
that will be spo-
ken, usually in the 
readings from the 
Old Testament, 
Epistles and Gos-
pels. In the Kyrie, 
we are preparing 
for God to 
encounter us with 
His life-giving 
Word for our bro-
ken and sinful lives.

The Kyrie is the Advent portion of the Liturgy. In the 
Kyrie, we are preparing for the coming, or Advent, of 
God, who came to us in the flesh in the Baby of Bethle-
hem. We are also preparing for the coming of God who 
comes to us personally — with His full presence — in 
His Word and Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Com-
munion. We are also preparing for the advent of God 
who will come on the Last Day to awaken the dead and 
send all unbelievers to hell and all believers to heaven.

Gloria, or Gloria in Excelsis is Latin for “Glory in the 
Highest.” Every time we sing these words in the Divine 
Service, we are once again celebrating Christmas. Isn’t 

it marvelous that we celebrate Christ’s birth every sin-
gle Sunday? From the angel’s song in Luke 2:14, we too 
sing about the birth of Christ, our Savior. Here is the 
confession of our faith that testifies that Jesus is the 
Word of God who gives us life and light eternal. Here is 
the confession of our faith that testifies that this Word, 
God Himself, became flesh to give us absolute, unde-
served forgiveness and eternal life.

The 12 days of Christmas culminates on Jan. 6, the 
Epiphany of our Lord. Epiphany begins with the event 
of wise men visiting Jesus to worship Him and give 
Him gifts. The Epiphany season varies in length, and it 
always ends just prior to Ash Wednesday. Epiphany 
means “to make known.” During the Epiphany season, 
Jesus “makes Himself known” as true God and true 
man who has come to bring salvation to the entire 
world, Jew and Gentile alike. 

The Creed in the 
Divine Service is 
the weekly cel-
ebration of 
Epiphany, where 
we speak back to 
God what He has 
told us about Him-
self. We do this by 
speaking the 
“Creed.” God 
makes Himself 
known to us as 
the Holy Trinity, 
as the Creed bears 
witness that God 

is Father, Son and Holy Spirit; Creator, Redeemer and 
Sanctifier. 

The whole Christian Church has three ecumenical 
creeds; The Apostles’ Creed, The Nicene Creed and the 
Athanasian Creed. While the Father and the Holy Spirit 
are not less in any way, it is the Son, Jesus Christ, who 
predominates in all the Creeds. What we say of Jesus 
Christ in the Creed (any of them), no other religion has 
testified throughout history across the continents. 

Epiphany is the “Creedal Season,” where God makes 
Himself known in Jesus Christ. Consider what we say 
of Him. We believe that Jesus was conceived by the 

The Creedal Season
Sharing with you my heart . . .
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Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. God spoke into 
Mary’s ear that she would be the mother of our Lord 
and it was so. In this most immaculate conception, God 
stepped forth from Heaven and placed Himself in 
Mary’s womb. Here Jesus becomes man; the creator 
takes into Himself the creature. Now Jesus is absolute 
100 percent God and absolute 100 percent man. 

We believe that Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. In this, Jesus (God 
and man) takes the place of man, becoming the substi-
tute for all mankind — for the sins of the world, includ-
ing yours and mine. The blood of this God-man 
becomes the high price for our sins and pays the debt 
of our damnation. His death sets us free. No other peo-
ple of no other religion can say the same thing of no 
other god. Only the Triune God in Christ Jesus saves!

We also believe that Jesus physically rose from the 
dead, ascended into heaven, sits at the right hand of the 
Father and will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. The Lord of Life, who laid down His life in death 
for His rebellious creation, took back His life on Easter 
morning. We do not confess or believe in a dead god, 
but the risen God who reigns for all eternity. This is the 
life He gives to each of us in our Baptism. This is the 
life He gives to each of us in His holy meal. This is the 
life He gives as He speaks His preached Word into our 
ears and creates faith in our souls and lives. 

This is what we believe! This is our Creed! This is the 
Creed Christians have spoken and confessed for gen-
erations. Christians have shed their blood over this 
creed. Christians have left their homelands in order to 
freely speak this Creed in a new land. Christians have 
taught this Creed to their children and grandchildren. 
Christians have given of their material goods in 
response to this Creed. Every time we speak this Creed, 
we are celebrating Epiphany, that is, we are making 
known the One True God. Indeed, Epiphany is the 
Creedal Season. 

The Agnus Dei is “The Lamb of God.” Immediately 
following the Words of Institution and prior to the 
reception of the Lord’s Body and Blood, we sing, “Lamb 
of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy 
on us. Grant us your peace.” The Agnus Dei is the 
weekly celebration of Lent and Holy Week, with our 
eyes fixed on Jesus, who became the fulfillment of 
every Old Testament animal sacrifice. Jesus is the final 
sacrifice, once and for all, who brings us at one with 
God. The Lamb’s blood is poured into the chalice, and 
as we drink of it, we are given life and salvation. 

Sanctus means “Holy.” We sing it three times: “Holy, 
holy, holy,” once for each person of the Trinity. We cel-
ebrate Easter every week with the singing of these 
words. The Risen Christ is indeed the God who comes 
in the name of The Lord! This is the Risen Christ who 
was slain, but has now been raised to receive all honor, 
power, glory and might. We bow at the feet of this God 
who died and rose for us and now comes to us in His 
Word and Sacraments, giving us resurrection now and 
forever. The Easter feast on earth is but a foretaste of 
the everlasting feast that is ours in heaven. 

What a beautiful flow and rhythm there is in the Lit-
urgy, where God comes to us each week with His gifts 
of life and salvation. While we live in this world — 
whether it be the cold days of January or the long 
nights of our worries, the raising of our children or the 
dealing with childhood traumas, dealing with the sins of 
our flesh or the diseases of our bodies, no matter what 
it is — the weekly Liturgy of Word and Sacrament 
unites Christ to us and us to Christ. This Sunday morn-
ing Liturgy then becomes the Liturgy of our everyday 
lives. Daily we await His coming. Daily we rejoice in 
His birth for us. Daily we confess the Triune God with 
our lips and our lives. Daily we acknowledge our sins 
are absorbed in the Lamb of God. Daily we rejoice in 
the resurrection that is ours now and forever, even as 
we are the Baptized children of God in Christ Jesus. 

But for now, for this season, we bask in the light of 
Epiphany, where God makes Himself known in Christ 
Jesus; perfect God, perfect man for our perfect eternity.

In the name of Jesus,
President Baneck

Galatians 2:20

The Rhythm of     
    the Liturgy

Kyrie ................Advent

Gloria ..............Christmas

Creed ..............Epiphany

Agnus Dei .......Lent/Holy Week

Sanctus ...........Easter
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ABC … 1-2-3 … Jesus Loves Me …
These are things preschoolers are 

learning on Wednesday mornings at 
Playschool in the basement of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Beach. 

Playschool was initially the brain-
child of Tina Davidson, who moved 
to Beach with her family last spring. 
Her daughter, Leah, who is now in 
kindergarten, had attended two 
years of preschool at Martin Luther 
School, Bismarck. The Davidsons 
were disappointed that their son, 
Joshua, would not have the same 
opportunity as there are currently 
no preschool opportunities avail-
able for him in Beach. 

Tina did a lot of brainstorming 
over the summer, and after enlisting 
sister-in-law Nancy Davidson as a 
second volunteer teacher, went to 
the church council of St. Paul’s to 
get permission to use the building. 
Since coming on board, Nancy has 
been involved in each step of the 
process. 

It has taken many hours of plan-
ning and a day of preparation each 
week to get ready for the Wednes-
day morning class. Nancy and Tina 
say their motives aren’t entirely 
unselfish since they each have a 
child benefiting from Playschool. 
They also have a great time working 
together and with the children. 

Neither of the “teachers” come 
from a teaching background. Tina’s 
professional training is as a nurse 
and she had worked in pediatrics 
for seven years prior to the move to 
Beach. She had also been active as a 
volunteer with children’s ministry 
programs and directed the chil-
dren’s bell choir at Martin Luther 
School. Nancy has enjoyed the last 
several years as a stay-at-home 
mom. Her training was as a veteri-
nary tech, but her children are her 
real calling. Besides their daughter 
who attends Playschool, Nancy and 

her husband have a son 
in kindergarten.

Playschool is free of 
charge for 3- to 5-year-
olds. There are 29 chil-
dren registered and the 
average attendance has 
been 22 children per 
week. This is about 
twice the number that 
was expected in the 
beginning, but Tina and 
Nancy are happy with 
the unexpected popular-
ity. Having this many 
children has presented 
several challenges. 
The Playschool staff 
had to adapt the 
lesson plans to serve 
a larger number of 
children and borrow 
child-size chairs and 
tables to accommo-
date all of the kids. 

“God will provide” 
has proven true for 
the small play school. 
Whatever was need-
ed just seemed to 
show up. Donations from furniture 
and toys to lesson plans and books 
have been treasured. They are espe-
cially thankful for the hand-me-
downs from Zion, Bismarck, and 
Martin Luther School. Support for 
Playschool has come from both 
near and far. 

The congregation of St. Paul’s and 
Pastor Scott Hojnacki have been 
helpful and supportive. The chil-
dren’s parents, and even grandpar-
ents, have been great about step-
ping up to volunteer their time or 
donate supplies and snacks. Tina 
and Nancy are very thankful to 
many people for helping make Play-
school a success. 

Tina says that the goal of Play-

school is to tell the little people of 
the community about Jesus and to 
get a jump start on getting ready for 
kindergarten. Part of this is learning 
their letters and numbers, but a 
large part is socialization. Nancy 
adds that they work on following 
instructions and behaving well in a 
group, as well as standing in line 
and waiting your turn.

Tina says, “The phrase ‘organized 
chaos’ runs through your mind 
when you see all those children in 
one room. However, at the end of 
the day, you let the children know 
you can’t wait to see them next 
week and Jesus loves them and it is 
all worthwhile.”
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Dean was born April 12, 1957 in 
Gackle, N.D., to Harold and Liane 
(Elhard) Hartley. He graduated from 
Jud High School in 1975. In October 
1975, Dean entered the U.S. Air 
Force and served for six years. On 
June 18, 1983, he was united in mar-
riage to Susan Ross at Zion Luther-
an Church, Edgeley.

Dean worked several years in 
office equipment repair in the Will-
mar, Minn., area until he felt a gen-
tle but firm calling into the ministry. 
He then went on to receive a bach-
elor’s degree in religion from Con-
cordia College, St. Paul, Minn., in 
1997 and his master of divinity 
degree from Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, in 2001.

Dean’s first ministry call was to 

the dual parish of St. John’s Luther-
an Church, Underwood, and Trinity 
Lutheran Church, rural Pick City. 
His third parish, St. John Lutheran 
Church, McClusky, was recently 
included and the parishes became 
known as the “Highway 200 Luther-
ans.” He passed on Oct. 29.

Anyone who met Dean knew he 
was full of life and contained a pas-
sion for sharing Jesus Christ as his 
Lord and Savior. Dean is now cel-
ebrating with his Heavenly Father. 
It is those of us left behind that will 
miss him the most.

 He is survived by his wife, Sue 
Hartley of Underwood; one son, 
Ross (Meghan) Hartley of Mandan; 
his mother, Liane Hartley of James-
town; one sister, Dori Nordstrom of 

Rev. Dean Hartley • 1957-2013

St. Francis, Minn.; three brothers, 
Dale (Chris) Hartley of Anderson, 
Ind., Dan (Sharon) Hartley of West 
Fargo, and Dewey (Trudy) Hartley 
of Farmington, Minn.; along with 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
Dean was preceded in death by his 
father, Harold.

Rev. Richards welcomed 

Rev. Matthew Richards was installed as pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, 
Gwinner, on Sunday, Nov. 24. From left, (front row) Rev. Tom Puffe, Rev. 
Matthew Richards, Rev. Dr. Mark Buchhop, Rev. Adam Molinet; (back row), 
Rev. Joe Crosswhite, Rev. Sean Daenzer, Rev. David Warner, Rev. Doug-
las Wanderer, Rev. Scott Ramey, Rev. Josh Reimche, Rev. Bernie Worralm 
and Rev. Morris Stephens.

The 25/25/25 cam-
paign continues to  
gain more ground as 
an additional $16,649 
was received this 
month to help elimi-
nate the mortgage at 
Shepherd’s Hill at the 
Crossroads!  

Remember the min-
istry at Shepherd’s Hill 
at the Crossroads as 
you consider your 
gifts and donations for 
His service!

25/25/25
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We want to hear from YOU! Send photos, news items, feature stories,new subscriptions, etc., to:
Denise Wolfgram at ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com


