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“By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down 
and wept, when we remembered Zion.”  
(Psalm 137:1)

Dear Baptized in Christ,

As I look at my March calendar, I am reminded of 
March Madness — not because of basketball, but 
because of all that is going on. I will visit two of our 
district congregations on Sunday mornings and preach 
at another. I will lead an all-day Holy Communion con-
versation in Wahpeton, attend a regional district presi-
dents’ meeting in South Dakota and spend a day with 
the Northeast Circuit pastors. 
March is the month of birthdays as 
well — my sister’s, my son’s and 
mine. My oldest son and his wife 
will once again celebrate their 
wedding anniversary this March. A 
a number of congregations will 
celebrate their anniversaries. Wow 
— that’s a lot of stuff going on in 
March, and your calendar is per-
haps even more full!

However, with all this “March 
Madness,” everything in March is 
defined by the one thing I did not 
yet mention — Ash Wednesday and 
the season of Lent. 

Perhaps you wonder if I made a 
mistake in the title of this article. 
When thinking of Lent, perhaps you 
think the title should be “March 
Madness — Church Sadness.” Sadness would certainly 
coincide with the Church’s suggested last hymn of the 
Epiphany season on the day of the Transfiguration, 
wouldn’t it? 

Alleluia, thou resounds,
True Jerusalem and free;
Alleluia, joyful mother,
all thy children sing with thee,
But by Babylon’s sad waters
Mourning exiles now are we.
(“Alleluia, Song of Gladness” LSB 417, verse 2)

After the Israelites were delivered from slavery in 
Egypt, God led them back to the promised land of Isra-

el. God had established a covenant with His people at 
Mount Sinai. A part of that covenant included that if 
Israel fell away from God, they would experience His 
discipline and curse. About 800 years after entering the 
promised land, Israel was taken captive (587 BC) by 
the nation of Babylon. Now Israel, without its land and 
without its temple, believed God deserted them. Now 
they sit by Babylon’s sad waters with no reason or glad-
ness to sing.

Lent is very much like Babylon. Liturgically, we veil 
the cross, “put away” the alleluias, robe our altar with 
repentant violet and sing songs of repentance and long-
ing. Lent is a time when we “return to the wilderness” 

to give focused reflection, medita-
tion and prayer on our feeble, sin-
ful lives. We also look ahead, 
knowing God has a plan — a great 
victorious plan of defeating our sin, 
eternal death and Satan’s clutch 
and hold on us.

Consider those things I men-
tioned in the first paragraph — not 
for the sake of my schedule, but in 
thinking of your schedule and your 
days … in thinking of your life. 
Consider your own faith and life, 
not only in March but all year long, 
all life long.

Lent is a time of introspection, a 
time to read and pray Psalm 51 and 
a time to take stock of our soul 
once again. Lent is a time of cat-
echesis, being in the Word and 

reflecting on what it really means to be a Christian, and 
a Lutheran one at that. Lent is a time of returning to the 
wilderness, away from the distractions and allurements 
of this life. Mostly, however, Lent is a time to once 
again “fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith” (Hebrews 12).

The deeper we move into Lent, the cross of Jesus 
becomes more and more vivid. During Lent, we take 
stock of our lives and confess with David, “Against 
you, [God], you only, have I sinned and done what is 
evil your sight” (Ps. 51:4). This confession of sin 

March Madness — Church Gladness
Sharing with you my heart . . .
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causes us to realize more and more how eternally nec-
essary the passion of our Lord truly is.  Lent is the sea-
son when we sit in ashes, beside Babylon’s still, sad 
waters, mourning our sins and how we have become 
such exiles from the kingdom of God.

However, as Paul Harvey used to say, “And now for 
the rest of the story.” We know the rest of the story. Our 
God became flesh to dwell among us, entering that 
most holy week of His passion, suffering, crucifixion, 
death and burial. In the place of all the children of 
Adam and Eve (that includes you and me), God takes 
the curse and punishment of our sin, death and hell. 

On the third day, our Savior rises, just as He said He 
would: “I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again” (John 10:17). Jesus rises from the dead, and His 
resurrection is truly your resurrection. You are not 
dead in sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Your sins 
destroy you, but Christ rescues you. Your sins damn 
you, but Jesus saves you.

Jesus, and His gift of salvation to you and me, perme-
ates our lives. His death and resurrection gets us 
through our March madness all year long. His death 
and resurrection is our comfort and joy in our busy and 
hectic lives. His death and resurrection is His promise 
to be with us in times of celebration and times of sor-
row. Jesus gives meaning, whether it’s March madness, 
the dog days of summer or the autumn of our lives.

During Lent, we veil our joy (kind of) for a short peri-
od of time for focused repentance and introspection of 
our faith and life. However, the Church can never really 
be void of her gladness and joy in Jesus Christ, even 
during Lent. It is because of Lent, Holy Week and Eas-
ter that we have the true and eternal joy that fills our 
lives and souls.

Come, sit beside Babylon’s sad waters and mourn as 
exiles — for just a little while. The church is perpetu-
ally glad, however, because our Savior leads us “beside 
still waters, where He makes us to lie down in green 
pastures, where He restores our soul, and where He 
leads us to paths of righteousness” (Psalm 23) — even 
as that path leads us all the way to heaven.

For a while, our alleluias may be hushed, but the 
triumphant risen Christ is victorious in the end and we 
with Him.

Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee,
Grant, us, blessed Trinity,
At the last to keep Thine Easter

With Thy faithful saints on high;
There to Thee forever singing
Alleluia joyfully.
(“Alleluia, Song of Gladness” LSB 417, verse 4)

In the name of Jesus,
President Baneck

Galatians 2:20

North Dakota District,  
this is your news!  

 
Bible school • Youth group • Servant events  

Mission trips • Outreach • Retreats 
Campus ministry • Community events 

Anniversaries • Awards • Special birthdays 
LWML • Sunday school • LLL 

Accomplishments • Camp events 

We want to hear from YOU! Send photos, news 
items, feature stories, new subscriptions, etc., to: 

Denise Wolfgram at  
ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com

25/25/25 campaign 
makes progress

The 25/25/25 campaign con-
tinues to gain more ground as 
as additional $7,060 was 
received this month to help 
eliminate the mortgage at 
Shepherd’s Hill at the Cross-
roads!  

Remember the ministry at 
Shepherd’s Hill at the Cross-
roads as you consider your 
gifts and donations for His 
service.
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10733 Sunset Office Drive
Suite 300
St. Louis, MO 63127-1020
800-843-5233
lcef.org

Calling all Little Lambs, Mission Builders and World Changers! Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is introducing the Young Investors (Y.I.) Club 
to help children and teens save for the future while helping others learn 
about Jesus!.

 Open a Y.I. StewardAccount® with $25 or 
	 more	to	benefit	from	these	Y.I.	Club	features:	

 • Premium interest rate on balances under $1,000 
 • Welcome packet with free club giveaway 
 • Y.I. Club newsletters and web activities 
 • Report Card extra credit 
 • Service Hours extra credit 
 • College Scholarship program 
 • Contests and fun!

Little Lambs
Ages 0-6

Mission Builders
Ages 7-12

World Changers
Ages 13-18

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. 
This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states 
where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering 
Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. StewardAccount access services are offered through UMB 
Bank n.a. StewardAccount is not available to investors living in South Carolina.
S00162  201307

                    Where saving money is fun
and helps others learn about Jesus.

Y.I. Club
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North Dakota District Convention update
Baptized for this Moment
Jan. 18-21, 2015  •  Alerus/Canad Inn, Grand Forks
Baptized into:
 1. A Living Hope 2. Holiness 3. Love in Vocation
 4. Christ’s Suffering 5. Pastoral Care

Important Dates
Please place these dates on your church calendar in order to help  
schedule necessary voter’s meetings:
• April 4 .......Initial nominating committee meeting.
• July 18 ......Deadline to submit nominations for all elected offices.
• Sept. 18 .....Deadline to submit lay/alternate delegates.
• Oct. 9 ........Deadline to submit convention workbook reports.
• Oct. 18 ......Deadline to submit memorials.
• Nov. 6 ........District president meets with floor committee chairs.
• Dec. 6 ........Convention floor committees meet.
• Dec. 20 ......First Today’s Business sent to delegates.

Congregations … Please schedule a congregation open forum to discuss the convention resolutions around Jan. 
3-12, 2015. The decisions made by your pastoral and lay delegate impact every congregation, especially on resolu-
tions connected with a dollar amount.

Celebrate God’s Grace
March 22, 5-10 p.m.
Ramada Hotel Fargo

Come show your support for Lutheran education and 
enjoy an evening of fine dining. Tickets are available by 
calling the school office, 701-232-7747.

The theme of this year’s 
retreat is “Let’s Meet for  
Coffee.”

We will discuss the reasons 
it’s important to meet for 
coffee and Christian fellow-
ship. 

n Bethel Lutheran Church, Bismarck
n 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, March 15

young Women’s retreat

2014 National Lutheran Schools Week

As part of the celebration of Lutheran Schools Week, 
Martin Luther School (MLS) in Bismarck took part in 
an online mission trip to Kenya in January through 
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM).

MLS children were blessed beyond imagination to 
partner with school children across North America as 
they witnessed firsthand how their mission dollars help 
LHM spread the Good News of salvation through Jesus 
Christ to the people of Kenya.

Simulating LHM International Volunteer Trips, online 
mission trips take the student to the mission field via 
several types of media. Video-conferencing makes it 
possible for live presentations from LHM’s headquar-
ters in St. Louis and the LHM—Kenya ministry center 
in the capital city of Nairobi. Short, pre-recorded vid-
eos will engage the senses and peak curiosity while the 
students gain insight into ministry in a different part of 
the world.

Chapel offerings will support LHM—Kenya’s “Sharing 
God’s Story through Drama, Film and Bible Clubs.”


