
 
From the district  
president

North
Dakota District

NOVEMBER 2013  A 

“But whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to 
have a great millstone fastened around his neck 
and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.” 
(Matt. 18:6)

Dear Baptized in Christ,

Do you see the two little girls on this page? Do me a 
favor and look intently into their faces. Focus on their 
eyes, and if you can, look into their eyes. What do they 
believe? What are their fears? What are their joys? How 
does the world hurt them? What 
is their faith? Who will teach 
them the faith? How will they 
grow in the faith? How difficult 
will their world be as they grow 
in years? Will they die in the 
faith? Will they go to heaven?

I ask myself these questions 
concerning these two little girls 
all the time — because these two 
little girls are my grandchildren. 
Insert the faces and eyes and 
faith of your children and grand-
children into this picture. Look 
intently into the eyes and souls 
of your little ones, asking the 
same questions above. 

It’s mid-November. We’re mov-
ing from being absorbed in our 
children’s football games to 
being absorbed in their basket-
ball games, or maybe it’s hockey or soccer or music or 
drama. We’re investing lots and lots of money into uni-
forms and hotel rooms. We laud our children for the 
points they score, and yet we excuse them from being 
absent in church on Sunday morning where God feeds 
their souls. We value their earthly success while we 
cheat them of their eternal life.

Christmas is coming. We’re going to saturate our 
children in stuff. We’re going to show them how to max 
out a credit card, how to appease their every whim and 
how to focus this most holy day on them. We’ll shower 
them with gadgets and games and toys and stuff to the 
point that we drown out their spiritual life in Christ. 

We’ll show them that “NCIS” and “Dancing with the 
Stars’ is more spiritually valuable than mid-week 
Advent services, which focuses on the coming of our 
salvation. We’ll teach them how to set priorities on 
parties and food and football, all the while setting aside 
Jesus, and Bethlehem, and a manger, and a cross. 

We’ve become naive, not realizing how our children 
are being stripped of their faith through the school’s 
religion of evolution, homosexuality and outright Chris-
tian put-downs and mockery. When someone asks us to 
consider Lutheran education for our children, we tell 
them we can’t afford it as we step into our new vehicle, 
heading off to Sunday brunch and planning next sum-
mer’s expensive vacation.

What kind of faith do we form 
in our children as we live our 
lives this way? How do we exas-
perate our children when it 
comes to the faith, confusing 
them when it comes to shaping 
and forming them in Christ 
Jesus for eternal life? How far 
have we gone the wrong way, 
wondering if it’s even possible to 
turn things around for the good, 
even if we wanted to? 

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to 
you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever humbles him-
self like this child is the great-
est in the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 18:3-4).

Our response to these words of Jesus is, “O Lord, I 
just can’t do what you demand. I cannot turn and 
change. I try and try, but I cannot. O Lord, I cannot be 
so humble as to put myself in the position of a child; 
my pride and my sin get in the way every day. I have so 
miserably failed; there is no hope for me. What a 
wretched person that I am!”

But wait a minute — I cannot do what God demands, 
but God can! As a matter of fact, He did! God “emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:7). God made Himself 
to be a child, a baby, an infant born of Mary. God 
turned toward this broken and fallen world and 
“became obedient to the point of death, even death on 

One of These Little Ones

Sharing with you my heart . . .
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a cross.” The millstone of our sins is placed on Jesus as 
nails were driven through His hands and feet and He 
bowed His head in death. He died in our sins in order to 
give us new and everlasting life. 

We make lots of messes in our lives — as parents, 
children, grandparents, pastors, church members and 
the list goes on. In the middle of all our messes, God 
comes to earth in the person of Jesus Christ and takes 
our sins and our messes into His own flesh. He forgives 
us and wipes away our sins and our guilt. To you, Jesus 
says, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent (turn) and believe in the Gospel.” Satan 
would say, “No, it’s too late, you’ve messed up too 
much.” God says, “You are forgiven, believe in Me, I 
give you eternal life.”

Throughout our lives, we can look back and see the 
sins we have made. As a baptized child of God we do 
not wallow in our past sins, rather we rejoice in our 
forgiveness. We are a new creation, holy and blameless 
in His sight. We are washed clean in the blood of the 
Lamb. With joy and delight we sing, “Satan, you wicked 
one, own now your master! Jesus has come! He, the 
mighty Redeemer!” (LSB 533).

Look again into the eyes of your children and grand-
children. No, I mean really look into their eyes — with 
hope and triumph in Jesus Christ, saying, “Yes, it’s me 
who raises these children in the faith. It’s me who takes 
my children to Sunday school and church. It’s me who 
makes sacrifices to have them shaped and formed in 
Christ Jesus. It’s me who by daily example of repen-
tance and good works shows them the way of Christ. 
It’s me who teaches them the Catechism. It’s me who 
teaches them to fold their hands and pray. It’s me who 
helps them understand the millstone of this world and 
then points them to the Rock of Jesus Christ. It’s me, 
and my pastor, and my church, and my Lutheran 
school, and my Christian family and friends and all 
believers around the world.”

Look into the eyes of the holy child — the Infant, 
Jesus Christ. See in this child the hope and life of every 
child and grandchild in our care and even you, a child 
of God in Christ Jesus. We pray our children’s faith is in 
Him. In their fears and joys, we fix our children’s eyes 
on Him. As they grow and experience the pains of this 
world — all the church services, all the Sunday school 
lessons, all the memorization of Bible verses — it was 
all about planting Him into their faith and life to give 
them an anchor and a refuge. When we die and rise 
from the dead, we will be united to our children and 

grandchildren because we have believed in Him for the 
forgiveness of our sins and the gift of our eternal life.

Let us pray…
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us 

with the joy and care of children. Give us calm strength 
and patient wisdom that, as they grow in years, we may 
teach them to love whatever is just and true and good, 
following the example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen (LSB, p. 315).

In the name of Jesus,
President Baneck

Galatians 2:20

Annual Marriage Retreat —
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads

n Friday-Saturday, Jan. 24-26

n For only $180 per couple

Just relax — there’s nothing scary about this retreat, 
no bright lights or revealing your deepest, darkest 
secrets!

Come to enjoy a relaxing weekend with other mar-
ried couples. Enjoy the warm fireplace, delicious food, 
some time to discuss the issues printed below and lots 
of free time — away from phones, kids and work.

You’ll have a great time!

If you went away for a weekend…

• Hotel, two nights ($89) $178
• Brunch (4 x $10) $40
• Supper (2 x $20) $40
  $258

Going on this retreat saves you $78!

Contact Denise at ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com to 
register today!
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Ministry continues at North Dakota Developmental Center

North Dakota District,  
this is your news! 

LWML • Sunday school • LLL • Bible school   
Youth group • Servant events • Mission trips  

Special birthdays • Retreats • Campus ministry 
Community events  

Anniversaries • Awards • Accomplishments  
Camp events 

We want to hear from YOU! Send photos, news 
items, feature stories,new subscriptions, etc., to:

Denise Wolfgram at ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com

1720 Burnt Boat Drive, Suite #100,  
Bismarck, ND 58503

Phone: 701-751-3424 • Fax: 701-751-3425 

The former North Dakota Developmen-
tal Center in Grafton is celebrating a name 
change. The home for intellectually and 
developmentally disabled people is now 
called the Life Skills and Transition Cen-
ter.

Superintendent Alex Schweitzer says 
North Dakota this past decade has dra-
matically changed how services are pro-
vided to people with disabilities, to help 
them fulfill personal goals and dreams. He 
says the new name reflects that.

The LCMS North Dakota District has 
had a thriving presence in the North Dakota Develop-
mental Center. In the early 50s, the Rev. Al Theim began 
a visitation ministry that developed into a full-blown 
chaplaincy teaching program. The ministry now con-
sists of a chaplain, the Rev. Bernie Seter, and a religion 
teacher, Evelyn Ellsworth.

The Grafton center is part of the state Department of 
Human Services. It employs about 375 people and 
serves 86 people.

God’s blessings to Seter and Ellsworth as they con-
tinue to bring the Word to the residents and workers in 
their midst.

Celebration!
As the sign says, St. Johns, Under-
wood, celebrated 110 years of ministry! 
We are thankful for the blessing that
this congregation is to the community 
and the family of believers!

Quilt auction once again  
a success!

Thanks so much for all your 
prayers, donations and support for 
the Quilt, Craft and Culinary Arts 
Auction.

God blessed us with $16,315 of 
revenue from this event. To Him be 
the Glory!

25/25/25
The thermometer is slowly getting 

closer to our goal. Let us continue to 
share the great news of the blessing 
that Shepherds Hill is to our North 
Dakota District.

Shepherds Hill News
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Disaster Response is a ministry of 
presence, rich with God’s mercy and 
Word of life. It serves thousands of 
individuals and families all over the 
world who are suffering from loss 
in the wake of disasters like hurri-
canes, floods, earthquakes, fires and 
tornadoes. It also provides an 
opportunity for the Church to be 
active in reaching out in mercy to 
serve the hurting and homeless with 
physical and spiritual care.

“In times of tragedy,” said the Rev. 
Glenn Merritt, director of LCMS 
Disaster Response, “there is nothing 
more important than spiritual care.”

Lutheran Early Response Team 
(LERT) workshops have been 
scheduled in the North Dakota Dis-
trict. LERT training is designed to 
train members to respond physi-
cally, emotionally and spiritually in 
times of disaster. Response is a lot 
more than throwing sandbags. You 
do not have to be a rugged, physi-
cally capable individual to be an 
effective helper in a time of crisis. 

Lutheran Early Response Team workshops scheduled

At the last North Dakota District 
convention, delegates voted that 
these workshops should be offered.

Workshops are scheduled for 
Saturday, Nov. 16, at Immanuel, 
Fargo and for Saturday, Jan. 18, at 
Immanuel, Grand Forks. These are 
regional workshops so people from 
everywhere are invited to partici-
pate. Registration on both days 
begins at 8:15 a.m.. Sessions will 
close at 4 p.m. There is no charge 
for the workshop and lunch will be 
provided.

Another LERT workshop is being 
scheduled at Shepherd of the Valley 

in Bismarck in February 2014. The 
exact Saturday hasn’t been chosen.

While it is most helpful to have at 
least two people from a congrega-
tion attend, anyone is welcome. The 
LCMS is very active in disaster 
response throughout the world. This 
is an opportunity to learn more 
about the ministry.

Preregistration for the workshops 
is encouraged so that we have 
enough food and materials. To regis-
ter, call the Fargo district office, 
701-293-9001, or email William 
Sharpe at nddadsum@aol.com.

Let the School 
Year Begin!
Look at those fresh faces, ready to 
begin another school year at 
Grace Lutheran School (GLS), 
Fargo!

Also pictured is Sara Palmer, the 
newest addition to the GLS 

faculty. Sara previously 
taught third grade at 

Zion Lutheran 
School, Alexandria, 
Minn. We wel-
come Sara to the 
North Dakota 
District!


