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Dear Baptized in Christ,

There’s just something about the 
harvest and thanksgiving hymns 
that brings a sense of autumn hom-
ing and nostalgia. Consider these 
heart-warming words:

“Come, ye thankful people, come;
Raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in
 Ere the winter storms begin.” 
(LSB #892)

As we turn the calendar page and 
it’s November again, our hearts and 
souls and minds turn to harvest and 
thanksgiving. We are so ever thank-
ful for the harvest of crops, the 
combines put away for another 
season and the storage bins filled 
with the bounty of the earth.

Ultimately, our thanks and praise 
are to the Triune God. We acknowl-
edge His gracious hand in the words 
of the psalmist, “The eyes of all look 
to you, and you give them their food 

in due season” (Ps. 145:15). Without 
a doubt, we believe that “God gives 
me clothing and shoes, food and 
drink, house and home, wife and 
children, land, animals, and all I 
have, and that He richly and daily 
provides me with all that I need to 
support this body and life.” Yet at 
the same time, I ask you to join me 
in recognizing and thanking the 
earthly servants of our God, 
through whom He provides many 
blessings to us all — the farmers.

The North Dakota District has a 
great number of farmers in our 
congregations. A number of these 
farmers are in also in leadership 
positions in their congregations and 
the district. Our farmers show a 
great dependence on God, have 
great business minds and are gifted 
with great, practical wisdom. But 
their main vocation, 24-7, is being a 
farmer. This is who they are and 
this is what they do in bringing food 

A tribute to our farmers
Sharing with you my heart . . .

(Continued on next page)

“The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.  He 
sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows 
not how. The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the 
full grain in the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” (Luke 4:26-28)

to our tables.

Consider the life of the farmer.
LSB #894 includes these words:

“For the fruits of all creation, 
Thanks be to God.
For His gifts to ev’ry nation,
Thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
 Silent growth while we are  
sleeping,
 Future needs in earth’s safe- 
keeping, 
Thanks be to God.”

I know there’s much more to 
being a farmer than what even this 
stanza describes, but let’s focus on 
three.

Plowing
After harvest one year, I asked a 

farmer when he starts planning his 
crops for the next year. The farmer 
said he plans out his crops two to 
three years in advance. Much more 
than just preparing the soil goes 
into putting in a crop. There are so 
many things a farmer does even 
before the crop goes in — planning, 
market analysis, spraying, evaluat-
ing equipment, weather analysis 
and so much more. Realizing many 
of our farmers no longer plow their 
fields (no-till), it is still remarkable 
everything a farmer has to consider 
before the planting takes place.

Sowing
Wouldn’t it be nice, if in the 

spring, the farmer could dial up the 
ideal weather for the planting sea-
son. Wouldn’t it be nice if he could 
order what he needed on a particu-
lar day — rain, sunshine, breeze or 
no breeze. Of course it doesn’t hap-

The Farm
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pen that way as the farmer is at the 
mercy of the weather. The window 
of planting opportunity often brings 
anxiety to the farmer, along with 
seed prices, chemical costs and the 
good order of their machinery. Yet, 
what an exciting time this must be 
for the farmer, putting seed into the 
soil for another year of income and 
another year of providing food for 
all God’s people — and then waiting 
for the growth.

Reaping
What a beautiful sight it is to see 

combines at work in the amber 
waves of grain. Not only wheat, but 
also all the bounty the Lord brings 
forth from the North Dakota soil, 
including sunflowers, beets, beans, 
canola, flax and corn. What a joy it 
must be for the farmer to see the 
fruits of his labor. It’s even more 
exciting when the yield is high and 
the prices are good. The farmer is 
harvesting into the night, having 
supper brought out to him and fill-
ing one grain cart after another — 
all for the benefit of each of us 
cooking the pasta, using our canola 
oil and eating our Corn Flakes. 

So we take this time to thank each 
and every one of our farmers for 
their hard work, dedication, exper-
tise and the fruits of their labor. As 
all is now “safely gathered in before 
the winter storms,” we appreciate 
their vocation for the benefit of us 
all. We thank God for giving them 
the gifts and talents they have in 
putting food in our cupboards.

Now, if you were to ask, “That 
text printed in this article from Luke 
4, does Jesus say these words to 
draw our attention to farmers?” And 
I would say, no. Jesus begins by 
saying, “The kingdom of God is as if 

a man should scatter seed on the 
ground.” Jesus is talking about the 
kingdom of God. Jesus is talking 
about people and souls. There is 
indeed a greater plowing, sowing 
and reaping.

Plowing
St. Paul says in 1 Cor. 2, “I plant-

ed, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the growth.” Paul is talking about 
the care for souls. When it comes to 
people believing in Jesus Christ, 
God prepares the soil of the soul in 
many ways — through parents, 
grandparents, Sunday School teach-
ers, pastors, Christian friends and 
more. The second stanza of LSB 
#894 says:

“In the just reward of labor, 
God’s will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor, 
God’s will is done.
In our world-wide task of caring
For the hungry and despairing,
In the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will is done.”

Caring for people, being there in 
time of need and having a genuine 
care for life and soul is all a part of 
the plowing of lives and hearts.

Sowing
The father gathers his family 

around the kitchen table and reads 
the Bible to them, which is God 
sowing His Word in them. The pas-
tor who teaches Catechism and 
Bible class and preaches God’s 
Word is the Holy Spirit sowing and 
planting God’s Word in the ears and 
souls of His people. The Christian at 
the workplace telling a co-worker 
about Jesus’ death and resurrection 
in a painful time in the co-worker’s 
life is sowing God’s Word.

God’s Word, along with Baptism 
and Holy Communion, plants Christ 
in the faith and life of all God’s peo-
ple. Even more important than 
planting seed in rich soil is the 

planting of God’s Word in the lives 
of people where the Holy Spirit 
works faith and gives forgiveness 
and eternal life.

Reaping
The reaping is the harvest. The 

hymns of thanksgiving for the fruits 
of the earth turns into a hymn of the 
harvest of souls. LSB #894 con-
cludes:

“ Even so, Lord Jesus, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, 
In Thy garner to abide: 
Come with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home.

Think of how joyful the farmer 
must be when he brings in his last 
crop of the season, when the har-
vest and labors are done. Even this 
cannot compare to God bringing all 
believers to Himself on the last day, 
the great day of Harvest. God’s 
redeeming work on the cross and 
from the open tomb has done its 
work; it has forgiven sin and 
brought His people to Paradise. 

To all our farmers — thank you 
for your plowing, planting and har-
vesting!

But most of all to God — we give 
thanks to Him who gives us much 
more than physical bread. He is the 
Bread of Life who feeds our soul 
with His own death and resurrec-
tion. He created us, He keeps us in 
the faith throughout this earthly life 
and He calls us to His heavenly 
home, where all believers in Him 
will live with Him forever!The Kingdom

In the name of Jesus,
Rev. James Baneck

Galatians 2:20
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By Ann Crews Melton
Bismarck Tribune

Lilly Hintz Henke came to 
North Dakota to teach at St. 
Peter Lutheran School in 

1952. She followed state Highway 31 
near Hannover, predominantly a dirt 
road.

“I thought, ‘What have I gotten 
into?’ ” Henke recalled. “But I came 
over that hill, and then I saw the 
church with the cross.”

The cross belonged to St. Peter 
Lutheran Church, on top of a build-
ing that had been dedicated two 
years prior. The church itself was 
founded in 1889 and recently 
marked its 125th anniversary. That 
makes St. Peter Lutheran, a Luther-
an Church—Missouri Synod congre-
gation, two months older than the 
state of North Dakota.

“I’m not a North Dakotan by birth, 
but I am a North Dakotan,” said 
Henke, a Nebraska native. “We have 
a rich heritage, 
and I, for one, 
pray that it con-
tinues.”

St. Peter 
Lutheran Church 
was founded by 
German Luther-
ans from Bucken, 
Germany, a vil-
lage northwest of 
Hanover (the 
origin of the North Dakota town’s 
name). The Albers, Henke, Rabe, 
Woehler and Bornemann families 
first settled in the North Dakota 
region that became Hannover in 
1884, and the church was officially 
organized five years later.

Many of the family names live on 
among St. Peter’s 247 members, a 

‘Singing Church of Hannover’ 
celebraTes 125 years

sizeable congregation for a 
town whose post office 
closed in 1978.

“The initial years were 
— let your imagination fly,” 
said the Rev. Russell Fitch, 
pastor of St. Peter Lutheran 
Church. “People can’t imag-
ine surviving through the 
conditions they had the first 
four or five years, and the 
only thing that saw them 
though was the Lord.”

Church history records note 
drought, snow, hail, prairie fires 
and “other such calamities” in the 
early years. The congregation was 
first served by “Reiseprediger,” 
German-speaking traveling minis-
ters, before installation of the first 
resident pastor, A.W. Bartz, in 1889.

St. Peter’s church services were 
held in German, as were the lessons 
at St. Peter Lutheran School, found-
ed in 1915. The parochial school 

closed temporar-
ily during World 
War I, when use 
of the German 
language became 
taboo. The 
church added 
English services 
in 1931 and dis-
continued the 
use of German 
completely in 

1943.
“We had to sit through the Ger-

man service, of course, but we 
didn’t understand it,” said Kenny 
Henke, a member of St. Peter 
Lutheran for 85 years.

Kenny Henke’s parents spoke 
German but refrained from using it 
at home. “They wanted us to be 

fully English,” he said.
“The men always sat on the north 

side (of the church), and the women 
sat on the south side,” he recalled. 
While serving as an usher as a teen-
ager, he attempted to disrupt tradi-
tional practices and invite the 
women to receive the sacrament of 
Communion before the men.

“I motioned this elderly lady to go 
up — and she just sat there. So I 
finally gave up, and I told the men 
to go,” Henke said.

Later challenges to tradition were 
more successful. When Kenny and 
his wife, Audrey, were married in 
1949, they began to sit together as a 
couple, as did other younger mem-
bers. Following the move to the 
new church building in 1950, the 
separation of genders went by the 
wayside.

“The practices of the church 
always change over time,” Fitch 
said. “But the doctrine doesn’t 
change. Through it all, the Lord 
keeps his faithful people.”

Music has remained one constant 
through the years, as St. Peter’s 
always has been known as “the 
singing church,” according to Lilly 
Henke. She taught under Theodore 
Kaelberer, who served as parochial 

The interior of St. Peter Lutheran Church, Han-
nover, built in 1949-50 by Chase Construction 
of Hazen and dedicated on April 30, 1950. The 
sanctuary seats 350 people.

©Bismarck Tribune/Ann Crews Melton

(Continued on next page)

“People can’t imagine 
surviving through the 
conditions they had the 
first four or five years, 
and the only thing that 
saw them though was 
the Lord.”

Rev. Russell Fitch
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
presents:

Away in a Manger
A classical Christmas Concert
4 p.m., Sunday, December 14
Messiah Lutheran Church
1020 Boundary Road NW, Mandan

Includes known musicians in the Bismarck-Mandan area:

▶  Jeremy Overbeck, cello 
Orchestra director, Century High School

▶  Gayla Sherman, harp 
Harpist for Bis-Man Symphony Orchestra

▶  Pierette Johnson, flute 
Band director, various Bismarck public schools

▶  String Ensemble from Century High Children's Choir, 
Martin Luther School

Messiah’s choir will include some traditional favorites:
 “Away in a Manger” “What Child is This”
 “My Dancing Day” “Sing the Songs of Bethlehem”
 “Rose of Bethlehem” “The First Noel”

The concert will also include handbells, Pierette Johnson 
and Renae Hoggarth on piano, Mark Drews on trumpet and 
James Baneck on organ.

A formal reception with harp ensemble will follow.
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school principal, organist and choir 
director from 1931 to 1965. Today 
his grandson, Lonnie Henke, is one 
of three organists.

“Mr. Kaelberer always had 
music,” said Lois Bornemann, a 
lifelong church member. “He 
believed everybody can sing, so we 
had music every day at parochial 
school. That carried over into the 
church.”

Although the parochial school 
closed in 1978, the church still 

maintains an adult choir, children’s 
choir and handbell choir, as well as 
several Bible study groups that 
meet in members’ homes.

One group has been meeting for 
35 years, but participation is limited 
to 12 members.

“It’s not because we’re an elite 
group. It’s because that’s as big as 
our tables are,” Audrey Henke said.

“You have to die to get out of it,” 
Kenny Henke added.

Audrey Henke does not miss 
everything from the old days, such 
as traveling to church on horse-
back, but she does miss community-
wide social gatherings.

“When someone had a birthday, 
everybody came. We were together. 
Now we email them happy birth-
day,” she said.

As the only community building 
left in Hannover, St. Peter Lutheran 
Church remains an important gath-
ering place at the crossroads of 
state highways 31 and 25.

“There once was a grocery store 
and a post office and John Deere 
dealership and a creamery,” Borne-
mann said. “All of those are gone, 
but the church is still here.”

(This article appeared in The  
Bismarck Tribune and was  
reprinted with permission.)

(Continued from Page C)
HannoverThe original 

St. Peter 
Lutheran 
Church 
building, 
built in 
1900.


