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Dear Baptized in Christ,

Can you imagine that brisk Ger-
man October morning in 1517 

when Martin Luther woke up, got 
out of bed and walked out the door 
of the Luther house in the old Wit-
tenberg monastery? As he walked 
down the streets of this small town, 
he may very well have looked up 
and saw the double steeples of The 

Town Church of St. Mary. He 
walked through or past the market 
square where goods and produce 
were bought and sold. 

Luther then walked up to the 
second spired church, the Castle 
Church of Wittenberg. As he 
approached the doors of this beau-
tiful church, he pulled out a large 
sheet of paper and nailed it to the 

church door. On this paper 
he had prepared 95 Theses 
(or statements) concern-
ing the teachings of the 
Church in which he 
extended an invitation to 
debate.

What was Luther’s pur-
pose in starting such a 
storm in the Church and in 
history? Was he after a 
higher teaching position at 
the Wittenberg U? Was he 
vying for the next bishop 
position to come along? 
Was he trying to show the 
Pope how intelligent he 
was, hoping to get a higher 
position in the life of the 
Church? Was Luther trying 
to get in good with the 
townspeople? Was he 
trying to be better liked by 
his parishioners by stand-
ing up to the established 
church? On Oct. 31, 1517, 

The Reformation … the conviction of a Lutheran
Sharing with you my heart . . .
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“Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, 
which was given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is 
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so 
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.”  
(Eph. 3:7-10)

when Luther nailed the 95 Theses to 
the Wittenberg Castle Church door 
— was he after self gain or political 
maneuvering?

There was some calculation to 
Luther’s timing. In his discovery of 
the pure Gospel — that we are 
saved by grace solely through the 
merits of Christ’s blood, death and 
resurrection — Luther stopped at 
nothing to proclaim the pure Word 
of God for God’s people on earth. 

For at least two years already, 
Luther was preaching against the 
sale of indulgences. He preached 
against the selling and buying of 
pieces of paper in which the Roman 
Church promised the forgiveness of 
sins (which they could not deliver). 
Luther saw the sale of indulgences 
as harmful to the Christian faith and 
life. Luther was extremely troubled 
by the man named Tetzel, who 
came into town and confused the 
faith of God’s people with the sell-
ing of indulgences.

And now the day was coming 
— All Saints’ Day, Nov. 1. This day 
was designated as the Day of Rel-
ics, when Frederick the Wise would 
show his relics. Admission to see 
these relics was the purchase of an 
indulgence. For Luther, this was 
another day of confusing and harm-
ing the faith of God’s dear people. 
And so the day before the showing 
of these relics, Luther posted the 95 
Theses for the whole community to 
discuss.

The heading of Luther’s 95 Theses 
begins as such: “Out of love for the 
truth the following theses will be 
debated in Wittenberg, the Rever-
end Father Martin Luther, Master of 
Arts and Sacred Theology, presid-
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ing. He begs that those who cannot 
attend the oral discussion will send 
their ideas in writing. In the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.”

Luther had a conviction — the 
precious Gospel of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. His 62nd thesis states, “The 
true treasure of the church is the 
holy Gospel of the glory and grace 
of God.” Nailing the 95 Theses that 
day started a series of events for 
Luther. Glamour, prestige and glory 
were not things Luther was striving 
toward, nor experiencing. As Rome 
tried to silence Luther, he was final-
ly invited (summoned) to the city of 
Worms. There he was commanded 
to admit that his writings were 
wrong and to retract them. 

On April 18, 1521, Luther gave 
answer, “Unless I am shown my 
mistakes from the Scriptures or 
plain reason, I am bound by the 
Scriptures. My conscience has been 
taken captive by the Word of God. I 
am neither able nor willing to 
recant, since it is neither safe nor 
right to act against conscience. Here 
I stand. I can do no other. God help 
me. Amen.” 

Luther’s conviction has been used 
by God to bring us all the way to 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod. Martin Chemnitz defended 
the biblical convictions of Martin 
Luther. C.F.W. Walter defended the 
biblical convictions of Martin 
Luther. There are many more 
throughout history, and the history 
brings us right up to the present day, 
where many pastors, laypeople, 
professors, district presidents and 
all the faithful have a conviction in 
the Lutheran faith, which holds to 
the pure Word of God and Christ 
Jesus as the Savior from sin and 
death.

How is our conviction carried 
out? What does our conviction look 

like in this broken and fallen world? 
As we have become familiar with 
these four words lately, and I would 
suggest we carry out and act upon 
our conviction in them: Witness, 
Mercy, Life Together.

Our Witness is our confession of 
faith, unaltered and immovable. Our 
confession of faith is extensively 
stated in the Book of Concord. The 
heart of our confession is Jesus 
Christ justifying sinners unto him-
self. All other teachings are not 
extras or additions, but bound to 
Christ Jesus. Confirmands pledge 
their death rather than fall away 
from this faith. Pastors vow to God 
and their congregation to teach and 
preach this confession of faith. 

Our life of Mercy is Christ serv-
ing the world through us. Our life of 
mercy is living out our confession 
of faith in our faith toward God and 
our fervent love toward one anoth-
er. Mercy is messy. We take chanc-
es, we go to shady and risky places 
and we profess Christ along the 
way. 

Our Life Together is vital. In his 
attempts to destroy the Church, 
Satan will work vigorously to divide 
us. Casting suspicion on one anoth-
er, attacking others to make our-
selves look good and being a part of 
driving wedges between people and 
vocations in the Church is harmful 
to the Church, and, needless to say, 
sinful. Our sanctified life together is 
our strength and joy as we live and 
work together in the Gospel.The 
North Dakota District is moving 
toward her 57th District Conven-
tion. As we move toward our con-
vention, we prepare with our 
Lutheran convictions in mind. 

▶  We will be faithful in hearing the 
Word of God and receiving the 
blessed Sacraments in our congre-
gations.

▶  We will study the Augsburg Con-
fession in our congregations 
throughout the district.

▶  We will read and discuss the over-
tures/resolutions for our district as 
to how they move our convictions 
forward for the good of the 
Church.

▶  We will anticipate the Rev. Daniel 
Preus’ presentations during con-
vention as he engages us in “Being 
Lutheran for this Moment.”

Perhaps it’s time for a renewed 
conviction of Lutherans every-
where, even in our own North Dako-
ta District. Perhaps it’s time to once 
again read through our catechisms 
and remember what it means to be 
Lutheran. Perhaps it’s time to reflect 
on our history — on Martin Luther, 
on our ancestors who gave up 
everything to come to a new land 
for the sake of being Lutheran and 
even on our own Missouri Synod 
roots and blessed church body. 

We stand for something in this 
world as a light to the nations. We 
stand for something in this world as 
a people believing and living the 
truth of God’s Word. We stand for 
something in this world as a body of 
believers who hold to a confession 
in Jesus Christ and Him crucified 
for the redemption of all. We stand 
together as the body of Christ with 
Christ being the head. 

I pray this October when we 
reflect on Martin Luther and that 
day of his conviction on Oct. 31, 
1517, that we would rise with a 
strong Lutheran confession of faith 
as well — in our faith toward God 
and our love toward neighbor. 

In the name of Jesus,  
President Baneck

Galatians 2:20
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North Dakota District Convention update
Jan. 18-21, 2015  • Alerus/Canad 
Inn, Grand Forks

Baptized into:
 1. A Living Hope    2. Holiness
 3. Love in Vocation
 4. Christ’s Suffering
 5. Pastoral Care

Important Dates
Please place these dates on your church calendar in 
order to help schedule necessary voter’s meetings:
▶ Oct. 9 ........ Deadline to submit convention workbook 

reports.
▶ Oct. 11 ......All Circuit Forums must be completed.
▶ Oct. 18 ......Deadline to submit memorials.

There are two ways to submit memorials:
•  A hardcopy with congregation chair 

and secretary’s signatures.
•  Electronically, preferably in Word to 

ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com.
▶ Nov. 6 ........ District president meets with floor  

committee chairs.
▶ Nov. 21 ......Convention workbooks are mailed out.
▶ Dec. 6 .......Convention floor committees meet.

this is Your news! 
Bible school • Youth group • Servant events 

Mission trips • Outreach • Retreats 
Campus ministry • Community events 
Anniversaries • Awards • Camp events

 We want to hear from YOU! Send photos, news 
items, feature stories, new subscriptions, etc.,  

to Denise Wolfgram at 
ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com

North Dakota District …

▶ Dec. 20 .....First Today’s Business sent to delegates.
▶ Jan. 18 ......Open hearings.

Congregations: Please schedule a congregation open 
forum to discuss the convention resolutions around 
Jan. 3-12, 2015. The decisions made by your pastoral 
and lay delegate impact every congregation, especially 
on resolutions connected with a dollar amount.

Happy 30 … The Rev. Daryl 
Rothchild was honored on the 
30th anniversary of his ordina-
tion with a surprise potluck 
dinner on July 20 at St. John 
Lutheran Church, Upham. He 
received as one of his gifts a 
beautiful painting by Marj Teske, 
a member of St. John. His wife, 
Peggy, was also recognized for 
all she does for the church and also for the 
support she gives her husband. Rothchild serves Bethle-
hem/St. John, Upham; Zion, Kramer; and Faith, Towner.

Installed … On Aug. 17, the Rev. Jacob Swenson was 
installed as pastor, and his wife, Faith, as deaconess 
at St. John, Hillsboro. The Swensons received their 
degrees from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., this spring.  We welcome them to the 
North Dakota District.
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Bold Witnesses
For liFe 
Conferece

Saturday, Oct. 18, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
1005 First Ave. W 
West Fargo

Guest speaker:  Dr. James Lamb,  
Executive Director,  
Lutherans For Life

Topics include: 
 ▶ Bioethics
 ▶ Abortion
 ▶ Post-Abortion Syndrome 
 ▶ Care for the elderly

Register at: 
www.regonline.com/boldwitnessforlifeconference

Registration fee: 
 ▶ $25 (until Oct. 15) 
 ▶ $35 (after Oct. 15) 
 ▶  If registering three or more people at the same time 

before Oct. 15, the fee is $20 per person

Amendment aims to protect life
Lutherans For Life of North Dakota is trying to edu-

cate fellow Lutherans on the importance of supporting 
Measure 1 this November.

What is Measure 1?
North Dakota voters will have an 

opportunity to enact the proposed 
Human Life Amendment. The amend-
ment to North Dakota’s state constitu-
tion states:

“The inalienable right to life of every human 
being at any stage of development must be rec-
ognized and protected.”

The proposed amendment was passed by a bi-parti-
san majority of the state House and Senate, and will 
appear on the November ballot as Measure 1.

What is the purpose of Measure 1?
Reflecting our community values of supporting life 

and the belief that abortion is morally wrong, North 
Dakota’s legislature has passed a variety of strong, 
common-sense pro-life laws. These include ensuring 
that women are given full disclosure of information 
before an abortion, making sure parents are notified if 
their daughter is seeking an abortion and prohibiting 
children who are partially born from being killed by an 
abortionist before their birth can be completed.

Unfortunately, the well-funded abortion industry 
regularly challenges North Dakota’s pro-life laws and 
attempts to persuade judges to invent a state constitu-
tional right to abortion as a way of overturning these 
laws. The Human Life Amendment will give the state 
needed legal protection against a judge inventing a 
right to abortion, as recently happened in Fargo.

Ruling on the validity of two laws passed by the legis-
lature to protect the health and safety of women receiv-
ing abortions, Judge Wickham Corwin claimed that the 
North Dakota constitution contains an implicit right to 
abortion. The Human Life Amendment will give the 

state needed legal protection against these attacks.

How can you help?
▶  Pray for open hearts and minds to hear the truth 

about this measure.

▶  Support Measure 1 at the ballot box in November.

▶  Support Measure 1 individually by signing up to learn 
more about the Human Life Amendment (Measure 1). 
For more information, go to www.ndchooselife.com.

▶  Download the “educate your vote” sign-up sheet and 
circulate it among your congregation, friends, family, 
co-workers, neighbors, etc. Once the sheet(s) is com-
pleted, please scan and email to Chris Hupke at 
chris@ndchooselife.com or mail to: ND Choose Life 
P.O. Box 1351, Bismarck, ND 58502-1351. Please 
encourage everyone to print their information. 

For more information, call Mary Ann Anderson,  
vice-president, North Dakota Lutherans For Life, at  
701-663-1949. Together we can champion life!


