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Dear Baptized in Christ,

 hate to mention it, but the first 
killing frost in North Dakota 
usually happens Sept. 15-30. 

After such a long, cold winter this 
year, I’m not sure this is welcome 
news to anyone. A killing frost does 
just that — it kills! The beautiful 
fields of grain, the gor-
geous acres of sunflowers, 
every family garden, every 
leaf on every tree — all 
dead! 

While the farmer is glad 
to harvest his crops, and 
the gardener is happy to 
have her garden produce 
canned and preserved 
food, autumn still reminds 
us that death is imminent 
and we’re in for another 
long season of death. 
While autumn is a season of “hom-
ing” and there is something wonder-
ful about the fall colors and aroma 
of spiced pumpkin and cinnamon 
apples, it still all ends up in death.

Now that I’ve got you in a positive 
mood, let me push this even a little 
further. Death leaves us hopeless. If 
we knew of no spring or new life 
after winter’s death, fall would be a 
season of utter hopelessness. 

Sin brings to us death and hope-
lessness. In our own most grievous 
sin, we do not deserve the mercy of 
our creating God. In our sin and 

rebellion against God, our only 
inheritance is eternal hell. In break-
ing God’s commandments everyday, 
we perish in an eternal, consuming 
fire. In Psalm 51, we confess with 
King David that in our sin, we are 
filled with iniquity; we are dirty 
with sin. The season of fall only 

reminds us once again that we have 
all fallen into sin and death and 
with St. Paul we say, “What a 
wretched man that I am!”

But wait! You are not left hope-
less. You are not left dead. You are 
not left to eternal damnation and 
hell. God has changed all of that 
through Christ Jesus. We have a 
living hope!

Look at the words of St. Peter 
once again, “According to his great 
mercy, [God] has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3). 

A Living Hope
Sharing with you my heart . . .

(Continued on next page)

Look at those last three words, 
“from the dead.” The death that we 
deserved for our own sins, God 
took upon Himself. St. Paul says, 
“And you, who once were alienated 
and hostile in mind, doing evil 
deeds, He has now reconciled in 
his body of flesh by his death, in 
order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach 
before him” (Col. 1:21-22).

Jesus has taken our death. We are 
no longer dead to sin but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. God has 
caused us to be born again, which is 
none other than God bathing us in 

the waters of Holy Bap-
tism. Your baptism is a 
miraculous gift of God 
whereby He immerses you 
into a living hope. We are 
no longer left hopeless in 
our lives; we live life every 
day in all of our various 
vocations with a living 
hope. No matter the sea-
son, never again are we 
eternally dead, but we are 
alive and forgiven and new 
and cleansed and the eter-

nal heirs of everlasting life. 

This great gift of God comes not 
only through the death of Jesus, but 
also through His glorious resurrec-
tion. Because Jesus died for our 
sins and rose for our justification, 
we too are raised to new life with 
God In Christ now and forever-
more. Because of the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, God will raise our 
bodies on the Last Day and join our 
bodies to our souls that are already 
in heaven. Then shall our bodies be 
imperishable — never to die again. 

“According to his great mercy, [God] has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”
(1 Peter 1:3-5)
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Then shall our flesh be pure and 
holy, never to be defiled again. 
Never shall our bodies be sick or 
pale or lifeless again — we will 
forever thrive with life and salva-
tion. 

This is pure Lutheranism. This is 
what Lutherans believe regarding 
sin and grace, baptism and a living 
hope and life in Christ Jesus. This is 
what the Bible reveals and what the 
LCMS believes, preaches, teaches 
and confesses. What does such a 
Lutheran confession of faith mean 
in your daily life? What does it mean 
to be Lutheran for this moment, for 
this time in history and in your 
interaction in and with the world?

Consider your life even as we 
enter autumn. To be Lutheran for 
this moment, as the baptized hope-
filled people of God, means:

▶  Being in the Word, joining a fall 
Bible class and starting all over 
again in reading the Bible and 
praying at home with your family.

▶  Going to college and making good 
baptized, sanctified decisions, 
continuing the life of worship on 
the Sabbath and rejoicing in God’s 
forgiveness when you mess up 
and commit youthful sins.

▶  Starting another school year with 
the intention to study and learn, 
rejoicing that God grows you in 
knowledge and wisdom to equip 
you for your adult vocations, 
when you will serve your neigh-
bor and society.

▶  Rejoicing in God’s creation, which 
He brought into existence with 
His Word in six days, and not 
falling prey to evolution and 
human-originated untruths.

▶  Enjoying the bounty of the earth 
in the harvest from the land, as 
you even more desire to eat the 
Bread of Life each Lord’s Day in 

His body and blood for forgive-
ness and eternal life.

▶  Reconciling with your family at 
home or church when you sin 
against them or when they sin 
against you, trusting the powerful 
Word of God to heal broken rela-
tionships and bringing people 
once filled with hate and anger to 
resurrection and new life.

You see, we are no longer a peo-
ple with no hope. We are a people 
with resurrection hope. We are no 
longer a people infected with death. 
We are now a people grafted into 
the Lord of Life. We are no longer a 
people chasing after the world and 

gratifying our flesh. We are now a 
people who are heirs of heaven and 
delight in serving God and our 
neighbor. Truly, we are people who 
sin daily, but we are also a people 
forgiven daily through Jesus Christ. 

This is what it means to be Luther-
an for this moment. This is what it 
means to be baptized in our daily 
lives. Ours is a Christian faith and 
life in a merciful God. Our Christian 
faith is a faith in a living hope — 
through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

In the name of Jesus,  
President Baneck

Galatians 2:20

“Does Lutheranism 
mean anything for our 
daily lives? What does 
it mean to be Lutheran 
for this moment?”

District Convention update
Jan. 18-21, 2015  • Alerus/Canad Inn, Grand Forks

Baptized into:
 1. A Living Hope • 2. Holiness • 3. Love in Vocation 
 4. Christ’s Suffering • 5. Pastoral Care

Important Dates
Please place these dates on your church calendar in 
order to help schedule necessary voters’ meetings:
▶  Sept. 18 ....Deadline to submit lay/alternate delegates.
▶  Oct. 9 ........ Deadline to submit convention workbook reports.
▶ Oct. 18 ......Deadline to submit memorials.
▶ Nov. 6 ....... District president meets with floor committee chairs.
▶ Dec. 6 .......Convention floor committees meet.
▶ Dec. 20 .....First Today’s Business sent to delegates.

Congregations … Please schedule a congregation open forum to discuss 
the convention resolutions around Jan. 3-12, 2015. The decisions made by 
your pastoral and lay delegate impact every congregation, especially on 
resolutions connected with a dollar amount.
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Rev. Traphagan 

installed at tri-parish
The Rev. William (Bill) Traphagan was installed as the new pas-
tor of St. John, Underwood; Trinity, Rural Hazen; and St. John, 
McClusky (aka “The Highway 200 Lutherans.”) He is pictured 
with his wife, Stephanie, and their baby daughter, Sarah. From 
left, (front row) the Rev. Russ Fitch, North Dakota District 
President the Rev. Dr. James Baneck, the Traphagans, the Rev. 
Jacob Sutton, the Rev. Brandon Woodruff; (middle row) the 
Rev. Mark Drews, the Rev. Rick Jones; (back row) the Rev. Irv 
Bruenjes, the Rev. Les Wolfgram, the Rev. Michael Wolters, the 
Rev. Daniel Voth and the Rev. Matt Thompson. 

Top, Rev. Mark Drews, 
Messiah, Mandan, is 
ready to head off to 
Shepherd’s Hill at the 
Crossroads to deliver 
some of the many gifts 
that were gathered at 
VBS. Right, there were 
many tasty goodies of-
fered at a bake sale in 
conjunction with VBS 
at Shepherd of the 
Valley, Bismarck.

Shepherd of the Hills

Outreach Conference

Saturday, Oct. 4, 1:30 p.m.
St. Andrew, West Fargo
“Building Bridges to Family, Friends, and  
Neighbors” presented by Lutheran Hour Speaker 
Rev. Greg Seltz

“So wherever you go, make disciples of all nations…
I am always with you” (Matthew 28).

Saturday activities for the whole family include: 
▶ Inspiring messages from Rev. Seltz.
▶ Hands-on workshop with videos.
▶ Activities for children of all ages.
▶ Childcare for children ages 0-5.
▶ Dinner at 5 p.m.
▶ “On the Lighter Side” evening event.

The Saturday event will cost $20 for individual  
registration; $50 for a family.

Sunday, Oct. 5, 8 and 10:30 a.m. 
Our Redeemer, Moorhead, Minn.
▶ Education hour, 9:15 a.m. 
▶ Rev. Seltz, guest preacher and 
Bible study leader.

This is a good opportunity to meet, 
hear and interact with Rev. Seltz. 
The whole family will walk away 
inspired, encouraged and better 
equipped to live as Christians in 
today’s world.

More information regarding hotels and how to  
register will follow.

Seltz

VBS helps
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Amendment aims to protect life

Lutherans For Life of North Dakota is trying to edu-
cate fellow Lutherans on the importance of supporting 
Measure 1 this November.

What is Measure 1?
North Dakota voters will have an 

opportunity to enact the proposed 
Human Life Amendment. The amend-
ment to North Dakota’s state constitu-
tion states:

“The inalienable right to life of every human 
being at any stage of development must be rec-
ognized and protected.”

The proposed amendment was passed by a bi-parti-
san majority of the state House and Senate, and will 
appear on the November ballot as Measure 1.

What is the purpose of Measure 1?
Reflecting our community values of supporting life 

and the belief that abortion is morally wrong, North 
Dakota’s legislature has passed a variety of strong, 
common-sense pro-life laws. These include ensuring 
that women are given full disclosure of information 
before an abortion, making sure parents are notified if 
their daughter is seeking an abortion and prohibiting 
children who are partially born from being killed by an 
abortionist before their birth can be completed.

Unfortunately, the well-funded abortion industry 
regularly challenges North Dakota’s pro-life laws and 
attempts to persuade judges to invent a state constitu-
tional right to abortion as a way of overturning these 
laws. The Human Life Amendment will give the state 
needed legal protection against a judge inventing a 
right to abortion, as recently happened in Fargo.

Ruling on the validity of two laws passed by the legis-
lature to protect the health and safety of women receiv-
ing abortions, Judge Wickham Corwin claimed that the 
North Dakota constitution contains an implicit right to 
abortion. The Human Life Amendment will give the 
state needed legal protection against these attacks.

How can you help?
▶  Pray for open hearts and minds to hear the truth 

about this measure.

▶  Support Measure 1 at the ballot box in November.

▶  Support Measure 1 individually by signing up to learn 
more about the Human Life Amendment (Measure 1). 
For more information, go to www.ndchooselife.com.

▶  Download the “educate your vote” sign-up sheet and 
circulate it among your congregation, friends, family, 

co-workers, neighbors, etc. Once the sheet(s) is com-
pleted, please scan and email to Chris Hupke at 
chris@ndchooselife.com or mail to: ND Choose Life 
P.O. Box 1351, Bismarck, ND 58502-1351. Please 
encourage everyone to print their information. 

For more information, call Mary Ann Anderson,  
vice-president, North Dakota Lutherans For Life, at  
701-663-1949. Together we can champion life!

this is your news! 
North Dakota District …

 We want to hear from you! Send photos, news 
items, feature stories, new subscriptions, etc., to 
Denise Wolfgram at ndlcmssec@midconetwork.
com.

We’re taking a stand, speaking out on behalf of the 
2,900 children who are aborted every day right here in 
America. And we’re counting on you to stand with us by 
attending the 2015 LCMS Life Conference.

Where: Washington, D.C. When: Jan. 22-24, 2015


