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January 21, 2015 
District Convention                            Galatians 6:1-10 
Wednesday Morning                                     Being Lutheran in the Lutheran Congregation 

 
Introduction  
1. I would like to share with you a year in the life of Shepherd of the Prairie 

Lutheran Church – it’s in the North Dakota District… 
2. Some of the people at Shepherd of the Prairie are farmers, some of them work at 

the Cenex, some run a small business, some are retired, some work at the school 
3. There’s moms and dads and grandmas and grandpas, young children, and 

elementary and high school children 
4. They have a youth group, an annual Children’s Christmas program, VBS, a small 

choir, and a beautiful old sanctuary with a little pipe organ 
5. Every month, the quilters meet to quilt, the elders and church council meet to do 

their church business; and then there’s LWML, the men’s Bible breakfast, and the 
annual pancake and venison feed 

 
I. Well, anyway – there was a pretty intense argument that took place last 

month at the voter’s meeting, maybe you heard about it… 
A. It was all about whether or not to paint the Sanctuary at this time 

a. It was mostly between Pastor Gerhardt and Frank – we all know 
Frank 

b. The meeting didn’t end very well, and of course, everyone had 
their own opinion… 

c. The town was abuzz that week – already at the “Eat and Greet” – a 
number of people around the table told the waitress of how 
terrible the pastor acted at the meeting, they couldn’t believe a 
pastor would sin like that 

d. At the implement dealership the next day, the Head Elder was 
sharing with the salesman how terrible Frank acted, and how the 
congregation should rally together and finally stand up to him for 
all the times he causes trouble in the congregation 
 

B. It was interesting how the sermon text that next Sunday was about the 
woman caught in her sin and how Jesus said to the Pharisees, “He who is 
without sin cast the first stone” 

a. This text caused Pastor Gerhardt to realize how poorly he acted at 
the meeting last week – he sinned 

b. Actually, God’s Word had penetrated many of their hearts that day 
– each realizing how they had all sinned in some way over this 
whole issue, and now they were feeling rather guilty about it 

c. Some of the elders started talking during coffee that day and 
decided they needed to get Pastor Gerhardt and Frank together 
after Bible class  



 2 

d. To make a long story short – Pastor confessed his sin to Frank and 
Frank forgave him.  Frank on the other hand, still felt he was a bit 
justified in his actions  

e. However, after some more conversation, it came out the Frank 
was still feeling quite bitter toward God in the early death of his 
wife – and seemed to take it out on the pastor 

f. It took some weeks and months for Pastor and Frank to talk about 
this, and with God’s Word, Frank found healing in his life… 

g. Not to mention Pastor and Frank reconciling and both confessing 
their sins to the Church 
 

C. Those few elders, steeped in the Word of God week after week, concerned 
for their church, their pastor, and Frank – especially for their souls… 

a. Brought Pastor and Frank together and RESTORED THEM IN A SPIRIT 

OF GENTLENESS 
b. They knew that Jesus Christ restored them, even as Jesus went to 

the cross for them, forgiving them of all their sins 
c. From Sunday School and from Pastor Gerhardt’s sermons and 

Bible studies – they knew that the only way their Church could be 
restored was through the restoration of Jesus Christ, restoring 
them all at the cross and open tomb 

d. This… is Lutheranism in the Lutheran congregation 
 
II. I suppose you’ve heard about the Quilting Group last fall… 

A. Pastor Gerhard’s officer door was open when he overheard the 
conversation from the quilters… 

a. They were talking about the young couple in church – you know, 
Kurt and Sheila Brummer 

b. Sheila was pregnant for the 5th time 
c. One of the women couldn’t understand how they could afford 

another child 
d. Another woman stated that she heard that Kurt had a DUI last year 

and wondered if he had an alcohol problem 
e. Another woman said, “Well, you know, they had their first child 

out of wedlock” 
f. Another woman said, “I know Sheila’s always at the woman’s Bible 

Study, but maybe she should get a job to help support those 
children” 
 

B. Pastor Gerhardt was in his office feeling quite bad about what he was 
hearing and tried to figure out a good way to deal with it… 

a. As Pastor Gerhardt as accustomed of doing, he joined the women 
for a cup of coffee and a piece of banana bread 

b. He gently asked the women if he could visit with them about what 
he was hearing 
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c. He said, “You know, Kurt and Sheila made some wrong choices and 
they had a rough start, but look how they are in church every 
Sunday; they love Shepherd of the Prairie and here they know of 
God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus Christ  

d. He said, “I would imagine we’ve all sinned and made mistakes in 
our lives and in our youth for which we know God forgives us” 

e. He continued, “It’s true, the Brummers don’t have a lot of money, 
but Kurt works hard as a salesman, and because he needs to travel 
with his job, Sheila stays at home with the children.  Even though 
the children don’t have the newest clothes and gadgets, they’re 
happy, smart kids, who know Jesus” 

f. When Kurt had his DUI, he felt horrible, he came immediately to 
the Pastor and explained that he was at a company picnic and had 
two beers and on the way home he swerved as he reached for his 
wallet, a policeman stopped him and gave him a DUI.  Kurt gave 
Pastor permission to explain this to anyone who asked 
 

C. One of the women then said to Pastor Gerhardt, “You must think pretty 
poorly of us, Pastor” 

a. Pastor Gerhardt said, “Our sinful flesh often gets the best of all of 
us, which obviously is not pleasing to the Lord” 

b. It makes me think of our LWML Bible study last month, where we 
talked about loving our neighbor and BEARING ONE ANOTHER’S 

BURDENS… 
c. Jesus said, “A new commandment I give you, that you love one 

another; just as I have loved you, you also you are to love one 
another” 

d. And then remember from I John, “And this commandment we have 
from him, ‘whoever loves God must also love his brother.’” 

e. Helen said, “That’s not always easy, Pastor, even though I know 
that God tells me to love my neighbor and even bear Sheila’s 
burdens.  I don’t always want to do that.  I don’t think I can!” 

f. Pastor said, “You are right, Helen, we cannot love our neighbor by 
ourselves, but with God’s love for us – we can!” 

g. Remember St. Paul’s words, “But God shows his LOVE for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 

h. Or remember when Paul was wrestling with this very same thing, 
saying, “the things I should do I don’t do; and the things I should 
not do I do.  What a wretched man I am!  Who will deliver me from 
this body of death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord!” 

i. Then Pastor Gerhardt said, “And then, there’s my favorite, “I am 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” – 
you know, Christ bearing our neighbor’s burdens through us 
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j. Theresa said, “Pastor, please forgive us.” And Pastor said, “I most 
certainly do, and most of all – God forgives us all through Jesus 
Christ!  Now, pass me another piece of banana bread.” 

k. This…  is Lutheranism in the Lutheran congregation 
 
III. Budget time for Shepherd of the Prairie used to be painful – it’s not that 

they have lots more money now than before, but they’ve developed a 
new attitude about Stewardship, especially in the church and how they 
treat their pastor 
A. There was a meeting many years ago when the old timers still remember 

Harold pounding his fist on the table and saying, “It’s Pastor’s job to get 
money in the offering plate and it’s our job to make sure he doesn’t get 
rich.” 

a. This was before Pastor Gerhardt 
b. The pastor at that time did struggle a bit in his teaching and 

preaching skills 
c. Actually, it got to be where the Circuit Visitor was brought in to 

deal with the situation 
d. After some conversation between the circuit visitor and the pastor, 

the pastor admitted that that he was not always as prepared as he 
should be 

e. The pastor was also kind of afraid to open the class up for 
discussion – afraid he would not know all the answers to the 
people’s questions and look like a bad pastor 
 

B. But it still wasn’t right for Harold and many others to just simply cut the 
pastor’s salary 

a. The Circuit Visitor convinced Harold and the others that they 
needed to talk to the pastor one-on-one, not to get rid of him, but 
to help him be a better preacher and teacher 

b. The Circuit Visitor spent some time talking to the Church Council 
about Galatians 6 where it says, “LETTING THE ONE WHO IS TAUGHT 

THE WORD SHARE ALL GOOD THINGS WITH THE ONE WHO TEACHES” 
c. The Circuit Visitor’s conversation went something like this: 

i. “It’s true the pastor should do his very best in teaching and 
preaching, and your pastor is working on that… 

ii. “But let’s talk about what he is preaching… 
iii. He is preaching “The WORD” – this is the Word of God 
iv. Jesus Christ is called “The Word” – and whether in the 

sermon or in Bible Class, when the Bible is read and taught, 
this is Jesus Christ entering your ear and your life 

v. This is not “the words” you hear on Sports Center, or 
Downton Abbey, Fox News, or YouTube… 

vi. This is the living, breathing, life-giving, sin-forgiving, soul-
saving Word of God Himself 
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d. When the pastor and the people began to understand what that all 
meant… 

i. The pastor repented and came in to his Bible study better 
prepared, engaging the people, and gave the Word the 
respect it deserved, and he grew in his teaching skills 

ii. The people repented and made a new effort to attend Bible 
Class, and they gave a new respect to the Pastor whom they 
came to believe God had sent to teach them God’s Word 

iii. And they vowed not to use their money or power to punish 
the pastor, but promised to share all good things with the 
one who teaches God’s Word, even giving him continuing 
education money to grow in his skills and knowledge 

iv. And when they had concerns or questions about their 
pastor – they were committed to come together in a spirit 
of love for the good of all, and in their love for God and His 
Word 

e. And this… is Lutheranism in the Lutheran Congregation 
 
IV. Shepherd of the Prairie Lutheran Church has a certain rhythm to it – let 

me explain 
A. Every Sunday the people gather 

a. Throughout the week – they’ve cheated on tests, fought with their 
spouse, gossiped about their neighbor, expressed hatred toward 
their competitor, been on websites they should not be on, broke 
the speed limit, and strongly coveted things they could not afford 

b. And yet – they all sit in the pew, confessing their sins and receiving 
God’s forgiveness every Sunday 

c. They hear the pastor in the sermon convicting them of their sins 
and announcing that Christ has taken their place and in doing so, 
God makes them holy and righteous in his sight – and they believe 
that! 

d. They come to the Communion rail – unworthy, yet repentant – and 
God pours Himself into them, purifying them and cleansing them 
of their sins 
 

B. The children go off to Sunday School, the 6-8th graders go off to 
Catechism, the Adults go off to Bible Study 

a. The very true and life-shaping events of the Bible are taught to the 
children and they grow up knowing Adam and Eve, Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, Matthew, Zacchaeus, the woman at 
the well, and of course, Jesus! 

b. The teenagers are taught to think and interpret life as Lutheran 
Christians as they are saturated in the Ten Commandments, the 
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Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, Confession and 
Absolution, and the Sacrament of the Altar 
 

c. From their Biblical and Catechetical foundation – the Adults move 
on from the milk of God’s Word to the meat, the solid food – and 
whether it’s a Book of the Bible, a topic of the Bible, a Bible 
Character – God’s Word continually intersects and makes meaning 
of their faith and life during this earthly journey toward heaven 

d. And it molds and shapes the way they live, and act, and think every 
day of the week according to the new man; their life in Christ 
 

C. And all during the week… 
a. The LWML Bible study 
b. The Men’s Bible breakfast 
c. The devotion before the council Meeting 
d. The Scripture, Words of comfort, and prayer in the hospital 
e. Holy Communion to the aged and infirm in their homes 
f. The people who stop by the pastor’s study for council, comfort, 

direction, compassion, care, and conversation 
g. The Funeral 
h. The Wedding 
i. And on and on goes the rhythm of the church – week after week 

 
D. And yet, every day, sin erupts and shows it’s ugly head 

a. Someone’s ticked off at the pastor 
b. Cross words were spoken at the Rally Day planning meeting 
c. The kids didn’t clean up after their youth group meeting 
d. George yelled at his wife 
e. Sam bullied a kid at school 
f. Mary suffers with depression 
g. Beth’s business is going under 
h. Tanya’s grandmother died 
i. The kids are rebellions 
j. The bills are mounting 
k. The car breaks down 
l. Timmy has the flu 

 
E. And they all come back together, each Lord’s Day 

a. To be anchored in the Word 
b. To repent of their sins 
c. To receive God’s gracious forgiveness 
d. To hear God’s Word preached and taught by their pastor 
e. To CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER AND SHOW LOVE TOWARD THOSE OF THE 

HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH 
f. And sent back out in the world as God’s people, in all their various 

vocations, marked with the sign of the holy cross both upon their 
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forehead and upon their heart to mark them as one redeemed by 
Christ the crucified… 

g. Striving to live their lives pleasing to God – not to be saved, but 
because they are saved 

h. And this… is Lutheranism in the Lutheran Congregation 
 

Conclusion 
1. Now you might not think there really is a Shepherd of the Prairie Lutheran 

Church 
2. But actually there is!  It is you!  It is your local congregation!  It is your faith and 

life bathed in Christ Jesus everyday!   
3. This is being Lutheran in your Lutheran congregation… This is Being Lutheran 

for this moment.  Amen. 
 


