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NORTH DAKOTA

REFORMATION CRY: ‘REPENT!’
“Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” Matt. 4:17

Dear Baptized in Christ,

When a 
Lu-
theran 

Christian thinks 
about the foun-
dational Scrip-
tural truths of the 
Reformation, he 
may think of such 
things as Grace 
alone, Scripture 
alone, Faith alone 
and Salvation through Christ alone. 
These certainly are Luther’s hallmark 
teachings which, in part, define the 
Lutheran faith.

However, there is yet another founda-
tional truth of Luther and the Reforma-
tion that has perhaps been forgotten, or 
at least has not received the attention it 
deserves or for which Luther intended. 
This foundational truth is of Repen-
tance.

In fact, repentance is where Luther 
starts in his 95 Theses. You will re-
member that on Oct. 31, 1517, Luther 
nailed a sheet of paper consisting of 
95 theological statements (theses) to 
the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, 
Germany. It was Luther’s intention to 
debate these statements with whoever 
was willing to question them.

Luther’s very first thesis reads as so:

“When our Lord and Master, Jesus 

Christ, said ‘Repent,’ He called for 
the entire life of believers to be one of 
penitence.”

You see, in the days of Luther, the Ro-
man Church demanded the sinner to do 
acts of penance to make up for his own 
sin. The Christian was led to believe 
that if he wanted to be forgiven by God, 
he had to pay God for it. 

Luther did not reject the Scriptural 
truth that man is a poor, miserable 
sinner (Ps. 14:3). Luther did not reject 
the Scriptural truth that man deserves 
God’s present and eternal wrath and 
judgment (Ps. 51:4). Luther did not 
even reject the truth that there needs to 
be penance for sin (Rom. 6:23a). Where 
Luther differed from the Church in 
his day was who did the penance. This 
changes everything!

Luther is not the first one to ever call 
God’s people to repent. Throughout 
Scripture, God calls all sinners to 
repent. Through the prophet Ezekiel, 
God cries out, “Repent and turn from 
all your transgressions that you have 
committed” (Ezek. 18:30). John the 
baptizer preaches these words: “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matt. 3:2). On Pentecost, St. Peter 
announces, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” 
(Acts 2:38). And from the lips of God 
Himself: “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17).

What does it really mean to repent? 
What is God commanding us to do 
when He calls us to repent? 

To repent is to admit, to confess and 
to acknowledge that you are indeed 
a sinner. 
This is the basic recognition that you 
are sinful and unclean from the time 
of your conception. From the split 
second you became a human being with 
a human soul, you had in you the sin 
that we all inherit, all the way back to 
Adam. Also, you confess your specific 
sins (your actual sins) to God. You can 
quickly identify these sins simply by 
reading through God’s Ten Command-
ments, and your sins will readily reflect 
back to you, as in a mirror. 

Our condition in sin and our actual 
daily sins are not “mistakes” or “human 
frailties.” They are not “errors” or “goof-
ups.” When we break God’s law, we sin 

Rev. James Baneck
District President 
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against Him and deserve nothing but 
eternal damnation, just as He prom-
ised.

We are sorry for our sin.
We are contrite. This does not mean 
we are sorry we got caught; this means 
we are truly regretful that we have 
disobeyed the Triune God. We are truly 
distressed and remorseful that we have 
sinned against God and our neighbor. 

A good example of this contrition is 
seen from King David in Psalm 51: 
“Have mercy on me, O God … For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin 
is every before me … Against you, you 
only, have I sinned and done what is 
evil in your sight.”

Being really, really sorry for our sin 
does not forgive our sin. We are not 
forgiven by how much we are sorry. 
Being sorry and contrite is simply and 
humbly acknowledging that we have 
disobeyed God and we are at His mercy 
as condemned creatures.

Jesus Christ is the full, free forgive-
ness of sins through His own death 
and resurrection. 
(And this is where Luther differed from 
the Roman Church, which changes ev-
erything!) God pays the penance! God 
absorbed the sins of the whole world 
(which includes the sins of every sinner) 
into His own flesh. Scripture is rich 
and bountiful in declaring this most 
wonderful truth:

“Surely He has borne our griefs and car-
ried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him 

stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But He was wounded for our transgres-
sions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon Him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with His stripes 
we are healed” (Is. 53:4-5).

“Salvation is found in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12).

“God so loved the world that He gave 
His one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16).

“God made Him who had no sin to be 
sin for us, so that in Him we might 
becomes the righteousness of God”  
(2 Cor. 5:21).

“I tell you the truth, everyone who sins 
is a slave to sin … So if the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed (John 
8:34-35).

And remember Romans 6:23a, “The 
wages of sin is death?” and the resolve: 
“but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23b).

God’s Word drips and flows with this 
truth, saturating every page of the Bible 
with the grace (gift) of Jesus Christ. No 
doubt, this led Luther to Theses 62, 
which I would have put in bold, italic, 
underlined, and larger font: “The true 
treasure of the church is the Holy Gos-
pel of the glory and the grace of God.”

There is a fourth part of Repen-
tance, which is living the redeemed 
life. 
We do not do good works in order to 
be saved. We do good works because 
we are saved. This is Christ living in 
and through us as His holy, baptized, 
forgiven children. 

Consider the post-communion prayer, 
“We give thanks to You, almighty God, 
that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary (beneficial) gift. These words 
are referring to the very Body and 
Blood of Christ; the Very Presence of 
God now in the Christian! 

Then what? “And we implore You that 
of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same (this salutary gift of 
God’s flesh and blood) in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one an-
other” (LSB, p. 166). Here is living the 
redeemed life. Here is the marvel that it 
is “no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). 

This repentant life is now who we are in 
Christ Jesus. We live out this repentant 
life every day in our various vocations 
as mom, dad, husband, wife, child, 
student, employee, employer, citizen, 
pastor, layperson, youth, widow and so 
on (see Luther’s Table of Duties). 

God’s call for us to repent proceeds 
from a loving God. Ours is a God who 
desires that all people would be saved (1 
Tim. 2:4). He loves you and has taken 
your curse of sin and hell upon Himself 
in order to give you everlasting life. 

 A blessed Reformation to you as you 
continue to celebrate your present and 
eternal salvation by grace through faith 
in Christ Jesus alone. Amen. 

In the name of Jesus,
Rev. James Baneck
Galatians 2:20

ndlcmspres@midconetwork.com

An image of 
Martin Luther 
lays on a 
chapel pulpit 
at the Old 
Latin School 
in Wittenberg, 
Germany.
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Making the journey to HIGHER THINGS

NEWS

Pictured are two groups that attended Higher Things conferences this summer. Above, the South-
east North Dakota group (from Gwinner, Oakes, Ellendale and Hankinson) attended the confer-
ence held at Concordia University Nebraska, Seward, Neb. Right, some youth from Messiah, Man-
dan, are getting ready for worship at the conference held at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

BETHEL’S ‘LITTLE LIBRARY’
Bethel Lutheran Church has its 

very own Little Free Library (lo-
cated on the northwest corner of 

its parking lot at 615 E. Turnpike Ave. 
in Bismarck). 

What is a Little Free Library? Bethel’s 
library, which is a replica of its build-
ing, will hold books, videos and other 
Christian literature for anyone in the 
community to use. It runs on an 
honor system … “take a book, 
leave a book.” 

In cooperation with the 
library committee, the 
Bethel Board of Outreach 
is using the little Bethel to 
reach out to anyone walking 
or driving by. The intent is 
to use the library for the glory of God. 
Whenever possible, Christian fiction 
and non-fiction materials will be used 
to fill the box. 

For more information on Little Free 
Library, visit littlefreelibrary.org. 
Bethel’s location is now registered on its 
worldwide map.

The mission of Little Free Library is “to promote 
literacy and the love of reading by building free 
book exchanges worldwide and to build a sense 
of community as we share skills, creativity and 
wisdom across generations.” The free library at 
Bethel, Bismarck, will also be used as a tool for 
outreach to those walking or driving past the 
location.
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Pastor, church planter installed
Rev. Zelwyn Heide, a recent graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., was 
ordained and installed as pastor at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Grassy Butte, on Aug. 16. He will 
also work as a church planter in Watford City. Zelwyn and his wife, Laura, have three young sons 
and will live in Watford City.

About 12 volunteers turned out to 
help get the former C.H. Carpen-
ter Lumber Company building in 
Jamestown cleaned and trans-
formed into a storage and sort-
ing facility for the North Dakota 
Branch of Orphan Grain Train.

Much work went into cleaning the 
outside lot, including picking up 
railroad ties, pulling tree stumps 
and moving large rocks. Inside, the 
floors were scrubbed, cleaned and 
waxed and walls were painted. 

The activity taking place around 
the former store was noted by 
passersby. Consequently, the first 
official “sign” for the new ware-
house was hung, so OGT’s presence 
could be made known to all.

Progress 
continues on 
new facility

SEND SUBMISSIONS  
FOR THE DISTRICT  
SUPPLEMENT TO:
Denise Wolfgram
ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com

RESPITE AND REVITALIZATION
REACHING RURAL AMERICA FOR CHRIST

The economic and financial 
realities of our day and age are 
affecting families in every sector 

of life. Full-time jobs with a salary 
and a complement of benefits suffi-
cient to support an average family are 
vanishing. They are being replaced by 
part-time jobs with no accompanying 
benefits package, including health care, 
so as to dodge the requirements of the 
Affordable Health Care Act set to fully 
kick in during 2016. 

These new economic forces are affect-
ing pastors in the LCMS as well. Fewer 
and fewer congregations in the LCMS 
are able to afford a full-time pastor. In 
years past, the solution was for pastors 
to “double and triple up” by serving 
multiple congregations. Yet, as the cost 
of everything continued to rise, the 
financial “squeeze” returned. This has 
given rise to the phenomena of pastors 
now seeking additional mployment 
to earn income outside their pastoral 
office. They have come to be called 
“bi-vocational” pastors. 

The LCMS office of Rural & Small 
Town Mission (RSTM) held a Worker 
Priest “Respite and Revitalization” 
Retreat, July 22-23, at Saint Paul 
Lutheran High School in Concordia, 
Mo., that brought together five pastors, 
their wives and their families who are 
involved in bi-vocational ministry. The 

conference was primarily intended as a 
time of rest and retreat and was led by 
the Rev. Darrell Zimmerman of Grace 
Place Wellness Ministries. However, 
the pastors and wives also had the 
opportunity to discuss the bi-vocational 
ministry paradigm and its impact upon 
their lives and on the future of pastoral 
ministry in the LCMS. 

The Rev. Todd Kollbaum, RSTM direc-
tor, said afterward, “This is a real world 
issue that will grow in importance in 
the future. The conference was a great 
first step in addressing the bi-vocation-
al ministry model. As we continue to 
proclaim the saving Gospel of salvation 
in Jesus Christ, so we in the Synod must 
always be ready to listen and learn from 
our pastors and their families who are 
on the front lines. Bi-vocational minis-
try is new to us in the LCMS. I appre-
ciated listening to the pastors and their 
wives who came to this conference.”

Contributed by Rev. Dr. Keith Schweitzer, 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Greenfield, Iowa. 
LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission supports and 
encourages rural and small-town congregations 
in engaging their communities and growing 
together in Christ through Word and Sacra-
ment. If you have a good idea for outreach or a 
story you’d like to share so that we can share it 
with others, please email Amy Gerdts at amy.
gerdts@lcms.org. Learn more about us at  
lcms.org/rstm, by calling our office at 888-463-
5127 or by email at rstm@lcms.org .


