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NORTH DAKOTA

’TIS THE SEASON
“He began to cry out and say, 
‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 
on me!’ ” Mark 10:47

“Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!” Luke 2:14

Dear Baptized in Christ,

Tis the 
season, 
and what 

a season it is! 
Actually, all within 
December, Chris-
tians move from 
one season into 
another. We move 
from a season of 
pleading to a sea-
son of proclaiming, 
from a season of begging to a season of 
begetting, and from a season of crying 
to a season of celebrating. Two separate 
seasons with distinct emphases. Yes, we 
move from Advent to Christmas all in a 
month’s time. 

Advent begins the new church year ev-
ery 12 months. It is the beginning of the 
festival half of the church year, focusing 
on the life of Christ for our salvation.

Kyrie Eleison
Advent is the season of Kyrie Eleison, 
which means “Lord, have mercy.” 

At least six different times in the 
Gospels, someone is crying out to the 
coming, approaching Jesus — crying 
out for mercy. It is also quite remark-

able that almost every time someone 
begs for Christ’s mercy, it’s tied with 
the Old Testament anticipation of the 
coming Messiah. 

Two blind men cried out, “Have mercy 
on us, Son of David” (Matt. 9:27). The 
Canaanite woman whose daughter was 
demon-possessed cries out, “Have mer-
cy on me, O Lord, Son of David” (Matt. 
15:22). Two more blind men outside of 
Jericho cry out, “Lord, have mercy on 
us, Son of David” (Matt. 20:30). Blind 
Bartimaeus cries out, “Jesus, Son of Da-
vid, have mercy on me” (Mark 10:47). 

Advent is the season when we long for 
the Son of David to come and heal us, 
to rescue us and to save us. This cry for 
mercy is a cry for grace; that God would 
come and deliver us from our wretched 
and miserable earthly existence. For our 
broken relationships, our family wor-
ries, our sickly bodies, our daily temp-
tations, our fragile minds, our worldly 
concerns — for all these and more — we 
plead for God to come and deliver us. 
What better summarizes our cry for 
God’s grace and help than our Advent 
plea, “Lord, have mercy upon us?” 

‘Tis the season every Sunday when, 
together with the whole Church, we 
cry out our Advent prayer, “Lord, have 
mercy (Kyrie Eleison!). The Church 
(Christians) have cried out for God’s 
mercy since the fall into sin. In the 
course of its life, the Christian Church 
incorporated the Kyrie into our public 
worship, which became standard by the 
fourth century A.D. ‘Tis the season of 
Advent every Sunday.

Gloria in Excelsis
For centuries, Old Testament Israel 
cried out to God for the coming of 
the Messiah. Each year, the Christian 
Church cries out for the coming of the 
Messiah as we look back to Bethlehem. 
We recognize His coming to us daily in 
Word and Sacrament and we long for 
the second coming when He will raise 
the dead and take all His children to 
heaven forever. 

As we plead and pray, however, and as 
we cry out and beg, we know He did 
come as the Son of God in Bethlehem’s 
manger. God fulfilled His promise! God 
sent forth our Savior! Everything for 
which we cry out in the Kyrie, God an-

Rev. James Baneck
District President 
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swers and fulfills in the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ, that is, God becomes man.

As St. Paul says so beautifully:

“When the fullness of time had 
come, God sent forth His Son, born 
of woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons.” 
GaL. 4:4 

God came to deliver us! God came to 
forgive our sins! God came to save us!

Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethle-
hem. And while they were there:

“She gave birth to her firsborn son 
and wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger.” 
Luke 2:7

Now is the season of begetting. Now 
is the season of celebrating. Now is 
the season of proclaiming. Now is the 
season of Christmas! 

The shepherds were out in their fields, 
watching over 
their sheep. 
All of heaven 
broke loose 
and the angel 
announced the 
news:

“ ‘For unto 
you is born 
this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.’ And then, a whole 
multitude of angels came and 
spoke that marvelous Gloria, ‘Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he 
is pleased.’ ” Luke 2:11, 14

Gloria in Excelsis (Glory in the highest) 
was not an announcement just for the 
shepherds, but for you (and of course, 
the whole world)! You are no longer 
alienated from God. Satan can no lon-
ger accuse you of your sins. Jesus came 
to earth to work peace between you and 
His heavenly Father. 

Do you think you have sins too great for 
God to forgive? Not a chance! When 
God works peace at the cradle, at the 
cross and at the open tomb for you, He 
takes away every single sin of yours. 

You’ve probably noticed that in the 

beautiful, serene, cozy month of Christ-
mas, sin keeps showing its ugly head in 
your life. We still worry about so many 
things, we continue to damage relation-
ships in our family, we continue to feel 

depressed and 
anxious about 
many things. 
The point is this 
— we still live in 
a sinful world, 
whether it’s De-
cember or any 
other month 
of the year. 
But the greater 

point is this — God has come to earth 
to comfort you, to heal you, to love you 
and to save you. That’s why, even when 

we feel down and out, we can still sing 
with confidence, “Glory to God in the 
highest! Christ has come for me!”

Christians have been singing the Gloria 
in Excelsis for more than 1,700 years, 
more than 89,000 Sundays and all the 
additional liturgical services during the 
week. When the Christian Church sings 
the Gloria, she is singing of Christmas 
and celebrating the Lord’s holy birth. 
She is celebrating the coming of God, 
who came to take on human flesh and 
blood in order to save us that we may 
live with Him forever and ever. 

The Advent Kyrie and the Christmas 
Gloria have become the Church’s life 
and song. These are not the inventions 
of one man or one small group within 
the Church. These are the songs and 
liturgy of the Christian Church uni-
versal. We teach these prayers and this 
proclamation to our children and our 
children’s children — that they may 
know Jesus. This is the Jesus they long 
for and this is the Jesus who came to 
save them.

It is my prayer that God grant you 
a hopeful Advent as you pray Kyrie 
Eleison to Him. And it is my prayer that 
God grant you a joyful Christmas as you 
sing with the angels “Gloria in excelsis 
Deo!”

In the name of Jesus,
Rev. James Baneck
Galatians 2:20

ndlcmspres@midconetwork.com

Liturgical worship goes hi-tech

St. Andrew Lutheran Church, 
West Fargo, installed two 80-inch 
monitors to help families worship. 

The monitors are a welcome alternative 
and certainly less costly than a projector 
system.

Lutheran Service Builder from Concor-
dia Publishing House (CPH) is used to 
publish the PowerPoint slides and has 
been extremely helpful in projecting the 
Divine Service liturgy for the members 
of the congregation.

The congregation still has hymnals 

available in the pew for those who like 
the melody lines or want to sing parts 
or simply are more comfortable with 
a book in their hands. The screens 
offer help for those who have difficulty 
handling a hymnal, like families seated 
with young children and those suffering 
from multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s 
disease or other afflictions. 

Also, the projection has improved the 
singing noticeably. Many thanks go to 
Todd Berg, one of St. Andrew’s elders, 
for leading the project.

Do you think you have sins 
too great for God to forgive? Not a 
chance! When God works peace at 
the cradle, at the cross and at the 
open tomb for you, He takes away 
every single sin of yours.”
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Congregation  
celebrates 65 years 
by burning mortgage

SEND SUBMISSIONS  
FOR THE DISTRICT  
SUPPLEMENT TO:
Denise Wolfgram
ndlcmssec@midconetwork.com

We want to hear from you! 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Fargo, 
celebrated its 65th anniversary Oc-
tober 18 and burned the mortgage 

on their 2005 expansion that included 
a celebration center, welcome hall, new 
classrooms and office complex. The 
loan, from Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund, was paid, the mortgage went up 
in smoke and with a doxology of praise 
to God Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

Rev. Roger Sedlmayr and his family 
returned from Idaho to preach at the 
service. He served as pastor of Imman-
uel from 1997 to 2011. The theme of the 
service was “Be strong and courageous 
… for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9). The 
congregation was reminded that its 

Congregational president Mitch Semanko 
stands by for fire control as Rev. Bernie Wor-
ral reads off the satisfaction of payment.

UP IN 
SMOKE

Top, Rev. Roger 
Sedlmayr, pastor 
of Immanuel, Twin 
Falls, Idaho, and 
family.

Left, Ellie Radtke.

strength and courage comes from God, 
who is with us — literally God with us 
— in the person and work of Christ.

Ellie Radtke was the honored guest 
as she is the last surviving member of 
those couples who came to Immanuel 
and signed the charter of incorporation.

The congregation was reminded of the 
Egyptian Pharaoh “who did not know 
Joseph” (Ex. 1:8) and what impact igno-
rance has on a community when it for-
gets its past. The congregation remem-
bers with gratitude those who first had 

the vision to plant a church in North 
Fargo, close to the North Dakota State 
University (NDSU) campus with a heart 
for mission to college students and to 
the community and world around them. 
They believed God’s promise: “My word 
… shall not return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which 
I sent it” (Is 55:11).

About 450 where in attendance for the 
worship service and 325 attended the 
banquet that afternoon.

Concordia Plan Services is offering 
a rate increase cap of 4.9 percent 
for the 2017 Concordia Health 

Plan for all employers who commit to 
supporting wellness by submitting the 
name and contact information of a well-
ness champion for their organization. 
Employers need to submit their cham-
pion information on the Be Engaged! 
letter by Dec. 31 to secure their rate cap 
for 2017. 

Having a wellness champion will be 
essential to supporting health and 
wellness at a local level. A wellness 
champion is an ambassador within your 
organization who helps promote and 
encourage health and wellness among 
the staff. When selecting a champion, 

look for someone who has a heart for 
those who serve in ministry and is 
passionate about wellness, committed 
to building a culture of health and has a 
sincere desire to make positive changes 
in the culture. 

For more information, contact Concor-
dia Plan Services at 888-927-7526.

NAME A WELLNESS CHAMPION
AND CAP YOUR CHP RATES!
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NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT
ANNUAL MENS RETREAT
Jan. 15-16, 2016
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads, St. John
The retreat begins at 6 p.m on Friday, 
Jan. 15, with dinner, and concludes at 3 
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 16.

The cost is $80 per person, which in-
cludes three meals, lodging, snacks and 
games. Bring a Bible, bed-roll, personal 
items, warm clothing and friends.

For more than 25 years, men have en-
joyed the camaraderie of these retreats, 
including the thought-provoking Scrip-
ture-based presentations, fellowship, 
music, good food, card games, skeet 
shooting and more.

Father-and-son groups are encouraged 
to attend.

The presenter will be Dr. Bruce Wurde-
man, who retired as executive director 
of Lutheran Hour Ministries in 2013, 
a position he held since August 2009. 
Prior to being named executive director, 
Wurdeman held the position of Luther-
an Hour Ministries’ (LHM) director of 
United States Ministries for 18 months, 
where he oversaw the production of The 
Lutheran Hour® and Woman to Wom-
an® radio programs, seasonal television 

specials and print materials. Under his 
direction, the ministry launched the 
very popular LHM Men’s NetWork in 
January 2009, a program geared to 
help congregations reconnect with men 
and build local men’s ministries. Wur-
deman previously worked at Lutheran 
Hour Ministries from 1994 through 
2002 in the Volunteer Opportunities 
department as an assistant director, a 
position that allowed him to recruit and 
train more than 100,000 volunteers 
throughout North America.

Before returning to Lutheran Hour 
Ministries in 2008, he served as a 
mission and ministry facilitator for the 
LCMS Texas District, where he was a 
resource person for 100 congregations 
in West and South Texas. Prior to his 
first stint at LHM, Wurdeman filled a 
variety of roles throughout Lutheran 
circles, including principal and director 
of adult education at St. Mark’s Luther-
an Church, Eureka, Mo.; director of 
campus ministry for the LCMS North 
Dakota District; director of youth min-
istry at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

Fargo; and a math/science teacher 
and youth director at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Bethalto, Ill.

Wurdeman has a bachelor’s degree in 
Education and School Administration 
from Concordia University Chicago 
and a master’s degree in Exegetical 
Theology (Old Testament) from Con-
cordia Seminary, St. Louis. In 2012, he 
received an honorary doctorate from 
Concordia University Chicago. He and 
his wife, Marijane, have three grown 
children and three grandchildren.

Dr. Bruce Wurdeman

‘Change for Chile’
The North Dakota District has 
partnered with the Confession-
al Lutheran Church of Chile to 
sponsor two congregations in the 
region of Maule. The churches 
(one of which is a mission start), 
located in Constitución and Talca, 
are in need of Sunday school 
curriculum. 

The district would like to invite all 
the those in Sunday school pro-
grams throughout North Dakota 
to gather their change for Sunday. 

School offerings for January and 

February will be sent to Chile. 
Checks can be written to “The 
LCMS North Dakota District” 
with “Change for Chile” in the 
memo line. Please mail checks to: 

The LCMS North Dakota District 
Attn: “Change for Chile”  
2601 23rd Ave.  
SW Fargo, ND 58106 

For more information on the part-
nership with Chile, please contact 
Rick Jones, the district task force 
chairman for International Mercy 
Care, at r.jones@dakotaranch.org. 

Constitución

Talca


