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NORTH DAKOTA

GOD MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO US
“Where is He who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we saw His 
star when it rose and have come 
to worship Him.” 
Matt. 2:2

Dear Baptized in Christ,

What was 
it about 
the 

newborn Jesus 
that wise men 
from so far away 
would journey to 
Him? What was it 
about the newborn 
Jesus that these 
wise men would 
call Him the king of the Jews? What 
was it about this newborn Jesus that 
these wise men would call this star 
they were following His star? And what 
was it about this newborn Jesus that 
these wise men bow down to Him with 
expensive gifts and worship Him?

Whether these wise men were truly 
aware of who Jesus fully was, the reality 
and the truth is that Jesus is God! He 
is God in the flesh. God makes Himself 
known to us through the second person 
of the Holy Trinity, Jesus Christ. 

The word Epiphany means “to make 
known.” Through the ages, the Holy 
Christian Church has appointed the 
season between Christmas and Lent as 
the season of Epiphany. During the sea-
son of Epiphany, the Church focuses on 
God making Himself known through 

the Newborn King, Jesus Christ. 

Particularly during the Epiphany sea-
son, the Church preaches to God’s peo-
ple about Jesus working great miracles 
like turning water into wine, healing the 
sick, having control over nature, casting 
out demons and raising the dead. From 
the prophet Isaiah, Jesus proclaims that 
the Spirit of the Lord is upon Him, that 
He has been anointed to proclaim good 
news to the poor, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives and recover the sight 
of the blind. It is as though Jesus were 
saying, “When you see these things take 
place, you will know that God has come 
among you, and I AM He.” Jesus comes 
to earth and God makes Himself known 
to all His people.

Throughout her lifetime, the Church 
has marvelously incorporated the life 
of Christ in her liturgy, where God’s 
people come together to receive God’s 
gifts for their life and salvation. In the 
Kyrie, the Church waits upon God’s Ad-
vent mercy. In the Gloria, the Church 
celebrates God coming in the flesh. In 
the Agnus Dei, the Church testifies of 
Jesus being the Lenten Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world. In 
the Sanctus, the Church celebrates the 
Easter victory of Christ triumphing over 
sin, death and the devil.

The season of Epiphany is the creed-
al season where God makes Himself 
known. When the Holy Christian 
Church, across denominational lines, 
professes one of the three ecumenical 
creeds of the Church, she is speak-
ing back to God and to one another 
who God is and what He does for His 
people.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, not being a sect (its own group 
apart from the rest of Christianity) or 
utilitarian (making up what she believes 
is most practical for her own benefit), is 
a creedal Church, speaking and believ-
ing the ecumenical creeds of the whole 
Christian Church. These creeds are the 
Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed and the 
Athanasian Creed. 

the apostles’ Creed is the oldest of the 
three, which first occurs in a document 
coming out of the Synod of Milan in 
390 A.D. This creed, however, is al-
ready seen basically in its current form 

Rev. James Baneck
District President 
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by 150 A.D. in Greek from Cappadocia 
in Asia Minor. This is a very founda-
tional creed, simply stating the three 
persons of the Holy Trinity, their divine 
work and their gifts to God’s people in 
creation, redemption and sanctification. 

the NiCeNe Creed was written mostly 
in response to the false teaching of a 
man named Arius, who believed that 
only the Father was God, and that 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit were less than 
God. This is in direct opposition to 
God’s Holy Word. The great statement 
of the Athanasian Creed (325 A. D.) 
is the Latin word homoousion, which 
translates, “being of the one substance 
with the Father.” This creed is partic-
ularly focused on confessing Jesus as 
the same essence as the Father and the 
Holy Spirit. 

the athaNasiaN Creed is more difficult 
to pin down with an exact date. It 
is quite well known, however, in its 
current form by the middle of the fifth 
century, seeming to originate in Gaul 
(France). A pastor, Caesarius, the Bish-
op of Arles in South France, includes 
this creed in his preaching (mid fifth 
century). Luther writes, “I count wheth-
er the New Testament Church has a 
more important document since the 
Apostolic Age.” The Athanasian Creed 
is very much an instructional creed, 
teaching the Holy Trinity. 

Concerning these three ecumen-
ical creeds, the Lutheran Church 
whole-heartedly agreed in 1580 to in-
clude them in the Lutheran confessions, 
The Book of Concord. To this day, these 
three creeds are a part of every ordi-
nation, installation and confirmation 
rite in The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod. To this day, these three creeds 
are confessed and believed throughout 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
every Lord’s Day, at Baptisms, weekday 
services and personal devotions. They 
are what we believe, teach and confess 
as Lutheran Christians, which binds us 
to the true Christian Church through-
out the entire world.

In the November 2015 issue of The 
Lutheran Witness, LCMS President 
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison states, 
“Worship continues to be a challenge. 
However, we noted that across the 
board in the district conventions, the 

worship in which we participated was 
liturgical, creedal and well done … I re-
peatedly told district delegates gathered 
two things about worship: (1) There 
is a very broad freedom in this area, 
granted by both the Lutheran Confes-
sions and the Holy Scriptures; (2) If a 
congregation is ditching Confession and 
Absolution, the readings, Law/Gospel 
preaching, the creeds, messing with the 
Lord’s Words of Institution — that is 
out of bounds.”

Harrison speaks these words not from 
a personal bias, but from a confessional 
stance in which we walk together as 
Lutherans. This is a confessional stance 
rooted in the Holy Scriptures. The 
president of our beloved Synod speaks 
these words from a pastor-shepherd’s 
heart. He encourages our Church body 
to speak with one heart and one voice 
what God has first spoken to us — that 
God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The Church speaks her confession of 
faith throughout the year. However, I 
am highlighting our creeds during this 
season of Epiphany because it is the 
season of the Church year in which we 
especially pronounce our creedal life 
together. Our creedal life together is 
not a potpourri of personal, self-writ-
ten statements of belief. Rather, our 
creedal life together is in our three 
ecumenical creeds. These creeds come 
down to us from ages past, they flow in 
and through us and they will continue 
for generations to come as the church 
speaks with one voice with one of three 
creeds. Consider that our great-great 
grandparents spoke the exact words of 
the confession of faith as will our great-
great grandchildren. The Church’s 
creeds transcend time!

We would not know God apart from 
His Word. For that matter, we would 
not know God apart from His Son, 
Jesus Christ come to earth. But now we 
know Him as He has revealed Him-
self to us in the Word made flesh who 
dwells among us. And with the wise 
men of old, we bow before Him at the 
font and at the table, recognizing Him 
as the Newborn King in Whom we 
believe, teach and confess.

In the name of Jesus,
Rev. James Baneck
Galatians 2:20

ndlcmspres@midconetwork.com

New blog offers insight from LCMS leaders
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) announced it has a new online 
resource for getting the inside scoop on 
happenings in the Synod. The LCMS 
leader blog provides 
insight and perspec-
tives on the Synod’s 
various ministries, as 
ministry leaders share 
their thoughts, ideas, 
reflections and out-
look on the Synod’s 
efforts. Those efforts 
include Gospel-centered mercy and hu-
man care at home and abroad, disaster 
response, domestic and international 
mission and many other ministries. 

Readers can engage ministry leaders 
directly with questions and comments 
about specific blog posts. Posts can be 
shared online, downloaded and printed. 

Readers have options 
to follow the entire 
blog, specifics topics 
and ministries, and 
individual ministry 
leaders. Automatic 
leader blog updates 
are available through 
the Synod’s Really 

Simple Syndication (RSS) feed, which 
delivers notifications and summaries to 
your desktop, Web browser and mobile 
apps.

Visit the blog today at  
lcms.org/leaderblog  

for the latest perspectives 
from LCMS leadership.
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Life, Marriage and Religious Liberty 
 
 

February 19-20, 2016 
Ramada Plaza 

Fargo, North Dakota 
1635 42nd Street South 

 
 

A Conference for Laity and Church Workers of the 
Minnesota North and North Dakota District 

 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

Kurt Daudt (R) 
Minnesota 

Representative  
District: 31A 

Speaker of the 
House 

 

Timothy Goeglein 
Senior Advisor to the 
President and Vice 

President for 
External Relations at 
Focus on the Family 

in Washington 

Joseph Infranco 
Senior Counsel, 

Vice President of 
Alliance 

Coordination 
Alliance Defending 

Freedom 

Dick Dever (R)  
North Dakota 

Senator 
District: 32 

President Pro Tempore  

Registration Information 
 
Please register online at https://www.regonline.com/lifemarriageandreligiousliberty 

• November 25, 2015-January 15, 2016 is $75 
• January 16-February 4, 2016 is $85 
• After February 5, 2016 is $100 

 
Motel Information 
Block name for all three motels is “Religious Liberty Conference” 

• Ramada Suites, 1635 42nd St. S, Fargo, 701-277-9000, $129/149 p/ night 
• Americinn Hotel & Suites South, 4325 23rd Ave SW, Fargo, 701-235-4699, $119 p/night 
• Expressway Suites, 4303 17th Ave S. Fargo, 701-239-4303, $129/139 p/night 

 
If you prefer to mail a check to “North Dakota District,” please send it to Mr. Bill Sharpe at PO Box 
9029, Fargo, ND 58106-9029.  Put “Religious Liberty” in the memo.  Include your name(s), email 
address, and phone number.  
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Life, Marriage and Religious Liberty  
A	  Conference	  for	  Laity	  and	  Church-‐Workers	  of	  the	  Minnesota	  North	  and	  North	  Dakota	  Districts	  LCMS 
 
Friday, February 19 
 
5:00 p.m. Reception (Cash Bar) 
 
6:00 p.m. Banquet 

Mr. Timothy Goeglein, Former Special Assistant to George W. Bush and Deputy Director           
to the White House, Currently Vice-President of External Relations for Focus on the Family 

 
 
Saturday, February 20 
 
8:30 a.m. Matins 
  Rev. Donald Fondow, District President, Minnesota North District LCMS, preacher 
 
9:00 a.m. Two Kingdoms 

Rev. Dr. James A. Baneck, District President, North Dakota District LCMS 
 
9:30 a.m. Break 
 
9:45 a.m. Religious Freedom in America 

Joseph Infranco, esq. 
Senior Counsel, Vice President of Alliance Coordination 
Alliance Defending Freedom, Washington D.C. 

 
10:45 a.m. Public Policy Advocacy  
  Public Policy Advocates  
  Representative Kurt Daudt-MN, Senator Dick Dever-ND 
 
11:45 a.m. Lunch 
 
1:00 p.m. Religious Freedom in America 
  Joseph Infranco 
 
2:00 p.m. Break 
 
2:15 p.m. Panel Discussion 
  Infranco, Goeglein, Daudt, Dever 
 
3:15 p.m. Itinerarium 
  Rev. Donald Fondow  


