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NORTH DAKOTA

LAMB OF GOD
“The next day (John the Bap-
tizer) saw Jesus coming toward 
him, and he said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!” John 1:29

Dear Baptized in Christ,

In order to get 
this Lutheran 
Witness article 

to you in the Feb-
ruary issue, I had 
to write and sub-
mit it in December. 

As I write this 
article on Dec. 
18, Christmas is 
but a few days 
away. Depending on when you get 
this issue of The Lutheran Witness, it 
will be at a time when the Church is 
transitioning from the Christmas cycle 
(Advent-Christmas-Epiphany) to the 
Easter cycle (Lent-Holy Week-Easter). 
More specifically, Epiphany will turn to 
Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday 
on Feb. 10.

With Lent now upon us, the Church 
sets her eyes on Jesus as the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. However, already at Christmas, 
we have hints of the infant Christ being 
the sacrificial Lamb for the entire 
world.

In beautiful imagery, the English poet 
Edward Caswall writes this in the hymn 
See Amid the Winter’s Snow, “See, the 
tender Lamb appears, Promised from 
eternal years.” Also, in Chad Bird’s 
hymn The Infant Priest, “The holy 
Lamb undaunted came to God’s own 
altar lit with flame; while weeping 
angels hid their eyes, this priest became 
a sacrifice.” 

This is to say that the very purpose of 
God coming in the flesh at Christmas 
is to be the sacrificial Lamb as our 
payment and substitute for our own sin 
and eternal death — to give us forgive-
ness of sins and eternal life. 

So now Jesus is all grown up. We have 
moved from Advent to Christmas, 
through Epiphany, and now stand at 
the entry-door of Lent. As Jesus is 
nearing 30 years old, John the Baptizer 
is out there, east of Jerusalem, at the 
shores of the Jordan River, just north of 
the Dead Sea. In preparing God’s peo-
ple for the coming Savior, God is wash-
ing away sins through John’s baptism. 
The world stands in wait at the Jordan’s 
shores, preparing for their Redeemer 
through this baptism of repentance. 

There is John, preaching and baptizing, 
and there are people all around. And 
then it happens — Jesus approaches 
John and the crowd. John stops what 
he is saying and points to Jesus. The 
heads and eyes of all stop and look at 
Jesus as John announces: “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world!”

Leave the shores of the Jordan and 
place yourself sitting in the pew in your 
Church. As you are there to receive the 
gifts of God, you speak your antici-
pation of the coming Christ (Advent) 
in the Kyrie. Within that hour, you 
celebrate Christmas in the Gloria, by 
singing “Glory be to God on high, and 
on earth peace, goodwill toward men.” 
We speak out loud the God who makes 
Himself known to you in one of the 
Creeds of the Church. 

You have heard God’s Word preached to 
you as the pastor made sense of God’s 
Word that day in your faith and life. 
And then, the pastor unveils the bread 
and the wine. As he speaks God’s Word 

Rev. James Baneck
District President 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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over them, God enters Himself into 
them as they are now also His very body 
and very blood given for you.

Then, in the middle of all that is going 
on in your life, and all that is going on 
in that hour of the Divine Service — we 
stop everything! We stop everything 
and look upon the altar. Jesus now 
approaches us once again. Life stands 
still for just a moment as we hear John’s 
words ring into our ears, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world!”

Some people say we should not sing 
of lambs because most people in the 
congregation have no understanding 
of lambs. They say lambs just are not a 
part of the everyday life and culture of 
the average person in the pew. And yet, 
to throw away “lamb language” from 
the Church or her teaching or liturgy is 
to cut out a big chunk of who Jesus is 
and what He has come to do for sinners 
in peril. 

We must dig into the Scriptures to learn 
this “lamb language.” We must learn 
of God’s sacrificial system of the Old 
Testament, all of which was to point to 
the ultimate sacrifice, Jesus Christ. We 
must learn of the Passover in Exodus 
12, whereby Jesus’ blood is painted 
upon the doorposts of our hearts and 
death passes over us. We must learn 
of the Lamb of atonement, where 
Christ’s blood is smeared on God and 
our sins are paid for! We must learn of 
the Scapegoat, where all our sins are 
transferred to God and God makes us 
holy by taking our sins to His cross and 
open tomb. 

All of this is wrapped up in the Church’s 
song at Holy Communion, “Lamb of 
God.” The Church’s Lenten season, 
including Holy Week and Easter, is all 
about this Lamb who comes to take 
away our sins. We partake of this Lent-
en Lamb every Sunday as we receive 
into our mouths and souls this Lamb’s 
very body and blood, the full and saving 
presence of God in us!

I have a one-year-old grandson, Nich-
olas. He began his nutritional intake 
with milk, and then cereal, and then 
strained foods and now whole foods. As 
Nicholas is now on solid foods, would it 
make sense for his mother to simply re-
vert to just giving him milk once again? 

The same can be said for the Agnus 
Dei (Lamb of God). This is the depth, 
importance and “meat” of this Church’s 
song — of all that is behind, in and 
with the Church each week confessing 
Jesus to be their Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 

It doesn’t have to be page 5 or 15, 
or Divine Service 1 or 2 specifically. 
However, when we delete or starve our 
people from the language and suste-
nance of the Lamb of God, might we 
be depriving them of the “solid food” 
of God (1 Cor. 3:2, Heb. 5:14)? Let us 
speak, meditate upon and have the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world, in our meeting together 
as Church (Acts 2:42, Heb. 10:25). 

Whether its the “Lamb of God” or any 
other part of the Church’s liturgy and 
song — it’s not just about saying the 
right words or how often we say them. 
It’s not about mindless repetition or 
if it’s relevant or not. God’s Word is 
always relevant however often it is spo-
ken, sung or heard. As a matter of fact, 
God commands us to repeat and say 
over and over again His Word (Deu-
teronomy). It’s not just about saying 
the right words; it’s about saying God’s 
Word! 

As the Church sings God’s Word in 
the “Lamb of God,” she is stating her 
Christian faith in a God who becomes 
flesh, sacrifices Himself for the sins of 
the world and forgives the sins of every 
sinner including you and me. Each and 
every person who sings these words 
in faith and trust in God is assured 
of God’s mercy and peace. For every 
tired mother, for every hard-working 
husband, for every guilt-ridden pastor, 
for every troubled citizen, for every 
confused youth, for every suffering 
widow — these words in the life of the 
Church are a constant remembrance of 
and relief in God’s sacrificial love. 

Consider your life, your struggles, your 
sins, your worries, your doubts, your 
death. And in the middle of it all, as you 
are stopped for even a little while each 
week in the Divine Service, we sing 
John’s words. And in them, we have 
comfort and the strengthening of faith: 
“Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world; have mercy upon me and 
grant me Your peace.”

In the name of Jesus,
Rev. James Baneck
Galatians 2:20

ndlcmspres@midconetwork.com

Hearts opened

Members of Shepherd of the Valley, Holy Cross and Bethel, Bismarck, took part in the 
86th annual Open Your Heart campaign. Hundreds of volunteers moved as a well-or-
ganized assembly line at the Bismarck Event Center, filling boxes with food for less 
fortunate families in Bismarck. The $66,428 raised by the American Legion Lloyd Spetz 
Post No.1 helped feed 359 families comprised of 1,132 people, including 609 children. 
The 1,162 boxes of food were delivered to the families in time for Christmas.
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Grace 
Lutheran 
School 

(GLS), Fargo, 
has scheduled 
Answers in 
Genesis (AiG) events for April 10-11. On April 11, Dr. 
Terry Mortenson will present educational seminars to 
the students of GLS. 

Grace Lutheran School will host an event at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 10, in the gymnasium for the communi-
ty.

Why hold an AiG event? AiG:

→  Helps to proclaim the authority of the Bible. 

→  Solidifies the biblical foundation of our school’s 
curriculum in the minds of our students, parents and 
the community. 

→  Makes a bold statement of where our school and 
association churches stand on the validity of God’s 
Word so that the message of the Gospel will have 
greater meaning to all.

Answers in Genesis is an apologetics ministry, dedicat-
ed to enabling Christians to defend their faith and to 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ effectively. 

For more information on AiG, go to answersingenesis.
org. For more information about Mortenson, go to 
answersingenesis.org/bios/terry-mortenson.

Answers in Genesis to 
make presentations 
at Grace, Fargo

“For to us a child is born...”
Zion,  
Bismarck, 
held its 55th 
annual live 
nativity in 
December. 
Above right, 
live animals gave 
a more accurate 
ambiance of the 
stable. Right, no 
one says “Fear 
not!” quite like 
this angel.
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During my ministry in the parish 
and at the district office, God 
has taught me about reaching 

out and connecting to immigrants and 
refugees. I learned how important it is 
to go where they work, play and live and 
to build relationships with them, taking 
time to listen and learn about their fam-
ilies and culture. This is not only about 
what we can do for them, but also about 
seeing the gifts and abilities they have 
to serve God alongside us. 

I spent one cold winter weekend with 
10 Sudanese leaders at Camp Luther in 
Nebraska. It was amazing to listen and 
learn from their stories about growing 
up, being driven out of their homeland 
by war, living in a refugee camp and 
marriages arranged by their parents. 

The congregation of Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, Hooper, Neb., sits out 

in the country nine miles north of the 
little community of Nickerson, popu-
lation 369 (100 of them Hispanic). For 
the past three years, the church has 
hired church-worker students during 
the summer. On Monday mornings 
in June and July, VBS was held in the 
Nickerson community building. They 
have about 15 students and half are 
Hispanic. They are starting to do more 
year-round activities in the community 
to develop relationships with children 
and parents. 

Columbus, Neb., is a community of 
22,000 people with a Hispanic popula-
tion of 3,500. Three LCMS congrega-
tions in town have partnered together 
to bring Sergio Puente, a Hispanic 
evangelist from Beautiful Savior Lu-
theran Church, LaVista, Neb., to work 
with them to build relationships with 

their new neighbors. He is encouraging 
the three congregations to connect with 
the Hispanic community by getting to 
know Hispanic leaders and learning 
about their human-care needs. He will 
then connect congregation members 
with opportunities to serve and meet 
these needs, eventually starting with 
Bible studies. Puente is planning on 
attending seminary and becoming a 
pastor while developing this ministry in 
Columbus. 

If you are considering immigrant 
ministry, please read “Immigrants 
Among Us: A Lutheran Framework for 
Addressing Immigration Issues,” a 2012 
report from the Commission on Theol-
ogy and Church Relations. (lcms.org/
Document.fdoc?src=lcm&id=2194) 

Contributed by the Rev. Richard Boring, 
Executive for Missions and Revitalization 
for the LCMS Nebraska District. 

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission (RSTM) 
supports and encourages rural and 
small-town congregations in engaging 
their communities and growing together 
in Christ through Word and Sacrament. 
If you have a good idea for outreach or a 
story you’d like to share so that we can 
share it with others, please email Amy 
Gerdts at amy.gerdts@lcms.org. Learn 
more about us at lcms.org/rstm, by calling 
our office at 888-463-5127, by email at 
rstm@lcms.org or “like” us on our face-
book page at facebook.com/lcmsrstm.

RURAL ETHNIC MINISTRY

LCMS offers stewardship training
One of the more difficult subjects for 
pastors and congregations to talk about 
is stewardship. Because it can be a 
difficult topic to discuss, many pastors 
and congregations either say very little 
about stewardship or ignore the matter 
altogether. 

Stewardship is a very important issue 
and one that should receive greater 
attention from our pastors and congre-
gations. The LCMS Office of National 
Mission is pleased to offer and pro-
vide congregations with stewardship 
training and education. The “Philip-

pians Workshop” is designed to bring 
together pastors and congregational 
lay leaders to discuss the theology and 
practice of stewardship. 

A single congregation or a group of 
congregations working together may 
arrange for a workshop to be held for 
their congregation(s). The workshop 
is led by either the Rev. Heath Curtis, 
LCMS Coordinator for Stewardship, 
or the Rev. Nathan Meador, LCMS 
Assistant Coordinator for Stewardship. 
Both of them have direct experience 
with large and small, urban and rural 

parishes. There is no cost to the con-
gregation(s) for having the workshop, 
although the congregation(s) may con-
sider providing the workshop leader an 
honorarium or help to cover his travel 
costs.

If your congregation is interested in 
hosting a “Philippians Workshop” on 
stewardship and would like more in-
formation, contact the LCMS Office of 
National Mission at stewardship@lcms.
org or contact South Dakota District 
Executive Secretary Rev. Darren Olson 
at sdexec@midco.net or 605-361-1514.
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