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DESIRING THAT ALL MIGHT BE SAVED, OUR MISSION IS TO ENCOURAGE THE MAKING AND NURTURING OF 
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH WORD AND SACRAMENT MINISTRY. 

District Vision 

Witness Mercy 

 Planting and Revitalizing Congregations  

                                            (Rev. Zelwyn Heide) 

• Working on a new website. More 
information soon! 

 Lutheran Education (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area?  
 

International Mercy Care (Rev. Rick Jones) 

• Overseeing relationship with Kenya 
• Overseeing relationship with Chile 

Local Mercy Care (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area? 

Life Together Ordained and Commissioned Ministers (Rev. Clark Jahnke) 

Youth /Young Adults (Pat Sebastian and Rev. Jon Bonine) 
• Work with the District LYF officers as they plan and take 

leadership in events. 
• Synod Teen Leadership Training, St. Louis, MO 
• National Youth Gathering 
• Promote Synod training opportunities - Symposium and 

"NATIONAL" 
• Summer LYF Gathering for grades 9 & up 
• Fall Middle School Gathering for grades 6 & up 

Stewardship (Rev. Dan Voth) 
• Attended More Than Giving: A Doxology Insight Conference in 

Partnership with LCMS Stewardship Ministry - November 30 – 
December 1, 2018. 

  Life Coordinator (Rev. Matthew Tooman) 
• If your North Dakota District LCMS church is hosting a "LIFE" 

event please let your District Life Coordinator know.  We can help get 
the word out! (www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html)  

Will you serve in one of 

these vacant areas? 

Let President Bertsch 

know that you are 

interested! 
(Contact info is located on the last 

page of this eNews) 
 

http://www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html
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A Message from the District President… 

Transfiguration 
    The Bible records a lot of big things happening on high mountains.  Such as, Noah’s ark 

landed on Mt. Ararat, and there God promised never again to flood the entire earth.  

Abraham climbed a hill with his son Isaac where God provided a sacrifice.  Moses climbed 

Mt. Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments.  If you haven’t already you will hear the 

account of The Mount of Transfiguration.  A big thing also happens at this Transfiguration.  Jesus is 

transfigured. His clothes become radiant.  It shows that He is not just another man.  Yes, He is fully human, 

but He’s also fully God.  Before Peter, James, and John, Jesus gives them a brief glimpse of His heavenly 

divine glory. 
     

     Another big thing that happened there was that 

Moses and Elijah are there.  We know from the 

Gospel of Luke that they’re talking about Jesus 

exodus from this earth and His work.  These 

greatest of prophets from the Old Testament are 

there to point again to Jesus, as they had done so 

many years earlier.  Peter, James, and John witness 

that Jesus is more than just another prophet: He’s 

the Messiah whom the prophets foretold was 

coming. 

     That’s not all: God the Father overshadows 

them in a cloud and speaks: “This is My beloved 

Son.  Listen to Him!”  In a glorious and 

thunderous way, that complements Jesus’ radiant 

appearance; God declares that Jesus is His beloved 

Son, sent by the Father to do the Father’s will of 

salvation.  Peter, James, and John get a glimpse of 

heavenly glory.  They have normally seen Jesus as 

an ordinary and humble human being going about 

His work.  But here, for a brief time, they see Him 

glorious as He will soon be sitting glorious on the 

throne in heaven.  It’s only a glimpse though; glory 

like this is the stuff of holy heaven, not sinful earth.  

God the Father recedes and the prophets disappear, 

leaving only the very ordinary-looking human 

Jesus standing in front of three bewildered 

disciples. 

     You’ve heard God’s Word on this.  Now we 

must ask the question, “So what?”  Why is Jesus 

transformed?  Why then?  And why in front of 

Peter, James and John?   

 

      We don’t know all of the reasons why, but we 

do know some.  Jesus has already begun to tell the 

disciples that He is going to save the world not by a 

glorious triumph, but by His death on the cross. 

     His enemies have already begun to plot His 

death, and He is on His way to be crucified.  Before 

Peter, James, and John see Him on the cross as the 

weakest and most condemned man on earth, they 

see Him transfigured and divine. 

     But it’s a brief glimpse of Jesus’ heavenly glory.  

From here the disciples will see Jesus rejected, 

arrested, tried, and crucified, with no glory to be 

seen.  They’ll see Him risen from the dead, and 

they’ll watch Him ascend into heaven; but there is 

no more radiant, intense, and dazzling white that 

the Scriptures record for us.  After He’s ascended, 

they’ll go and proclaim the Gospel.  Yes, the 

Church will grow as people are baptized and 

instructed; just as it does today.  In the meantime, 

the disciples will face setback, suffering, and even 

death themselves.  Life on this sinful earth will be 

like it always is: no heavenly glory, but labor and 

trouble, and yet hope.  Why hope?  Because of 

what the Father said at the Transfiguration: “This 

is My beloved Son; listen to Him.”  Long after the 

glory is disappeared, the disciples will still have 

Jesus’ Word.  Even though they won’t see more 

glory in this world, they have God’s Word that 

heaven is theirs.  They have God’s Word that 

they’ll see His glory again. 

     Well and good it was for Peter, James, and 

John; but once again we must ask, “So what?”  So 

what does this mean for you and me? 

[Message Continued on page 11] 
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In Our Prayers 
• Rev. Dave Suelzle, (Grace, Fargo) as he 

is continuing to recover from surgery. 
• Darcy Fitch, wife of Rev. Russ Fitch 

(formerly: St. Peter, Hannover and Zion, 
New Salem) upon her cancer treatments.  

• The vicars serving our district, Brian 
Shane (Beautiful Savior, Fargo), Justin 
Woodside (Bethel and Shepherd of the 
Valley, Bismarck), and Brock 
Schmeling (Zion, Bismarck- he is also 
from Zion, Bismarck). And for the vicars 
from the North Dakota District, 
Jonathon Jahnke (Lutheran Church of 
the Resurrection, Sunset Hills, MO.), 
Nathanael Biberdorf (Immanuel 
Lutheran, Everett, WA). 

• All of our Lutheran Schools, 
universities, and seminaries, and all 
who teach and learn in them; especially 
Grace and Martin Luther Schools and our 
preschools and daycare centers 
throughout the district. 

• The Church under the changing climate 
toward an attack on Christianity. 

• Kenya Africa - Project 24, 
thanksgiving for ELCK and LCMS church 
fellowship. 

• Our partnership with Iglesia Luterana 
Confessional de Chile in Santiago, 
Chile (partner church of the LCMS), for 
Pastor Omar Kinas, as we support his 
ministry in Talca and Constitución. 

• Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison - Synod 
President and all elected vice presidents 
of Synod. 

• For all those serving in the military, 
especially those of the LCMS, and for our 
LCMS Chaplains. 

• That the ND District continues work 
toward a LIFE TOGETHER in mission, 
financial support, and prayerful 
encouragement toward one another. 

• For our Vice-presidents: Rev. Kirk 
Peters (west) and Rev. Steve Schulz 
(east). 

• Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads 
and Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch our 
RSOs (Recognized Service Organizations). 

• For Life Skills and Transition Center 
(Chaplain Pastor Seter). 

• Campus Ministries at UND (Pastor 
Suelzle) and NDSU (Pastor Schulz). 

• Struggling rural churches (financial 
and declining membership) and pastors 
bearing the burden of shepherding God's 
people in the rural setting. 

Do you have a prayer request you would like to see added to this list? 

Send it to news@nodaklcms.org for inclusion in the next edition of the eNews.  

Would you like to learn more about the work of 

Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) in Liberia?  
Becky Grossmann will be in North Dakota to speak about serving the church in 

America and in Liberia with Lutheran Bible Translators.  

Becky currently lives in Michigan and so her time in ND will be limited to 

September 8-29. She is trying to fill in the Sunday afternoons. Weekday 

events are also good any time around these Sundays. This can be an LWML, 

Bible Study group, or a special gathering at church or in a home. Please share 

my request with your congregation and LWML or other such group.  Please indicate your 1st and 2nd 

choices of dates when emailing (Becky.Grossmann@lbt.org). 

Visit: https://lbt.org/project/becky-grossmann/ for more information about Becky.  

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
mailto:Becky.Grossmann@lbt.org
https://lbt.org/project/becky-grossmann/
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Changes in the District 
Calls Being Considered 
 
Rev. Mark Chepulis, Cavalier, Langdon, St. 
Thomas ND, has declined a call to serve St. 
Mark’s, Minot. 

 
Calls Accepted/Returned 
 
Ordinations/Installations 
Rev. Thomas Clark was 
installed on March 2nd at 
Immanuel, Hankinson and 
St. John Belford. 

 
Retirements 
 
Called to Glory 

 Vacancies/Calling Process 
• Zion, Claire City, SD, in vacancy 
• St. Peter, Hannover and Zion, New Salem: 

in vacancy (Rev. Dennis Voss and Rev. Kirk 
Peters) 

• St. John, Hillsboro and Trinity, Hope: in 
vacancy (Rev. Deitemeyer and Rev. Dan 
Suelzle) 

• Our Savior, Minot - in vacancy (served by 
Intentional Interim Minister, Rev. Richard 
Davis) 

• St. Mark's, Minot: in vacancy (Rev. Stout 
and Rev. Richard)  

• St. Peter, Sawyer (Rev. Stout) 
• Trinity, Tolley (Rev. Brandvold 

Parish Updates 

March 2nd Installations   Rev. Thomas Clark was installed at St. John, Belford and Immanuel, Hankinson. 

Higher Things Retreats 
    Two local youth retreats are planned for 2019. These retreats are being organized by a dozen North 

Dakota pastors, as well as many lay leaders and musicians. The two retreats are being held March 29–30 at 

Zion Lutheran Church in Gwinner and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Minot. The retreat in Gwinner will 

focus on the “Great Commission” with Pastor Dan Voth as the plenary speaker. The retreat in Minot will 

focus on “Slaying the Monster of Uncertainty: Assurance in an Age of Uncertainty” with Pastor Matt 

Richard as the plenary speaker. The cost of the retreat is $50, which covers all expenses, including classes, 

food, activities, and lodging at the church.  

    Any further questions about the retreats can be directed to Tana McKenna–the Higher Things Retreat 

Coordinator—or the retreat contacts at St. Paul’s (Pr. Richard 701.852.2821) or Zion Lutheran (Pr. Filipek 

701.680.3837). Thank you for your continued interest and desire to raise our youth in the Lutheran 

confession and Church.  

Download registration forms and register online at www.higherthings.org/retreats 

Immanuel, Hankinson ^ Pictured L to R: Rev. Matthew 
Tooman, Rev. Chris Brademeyer, Rev. Aaron Filipek, Rev. 
Arie Bertsch, Rev. Lyle Kath, Rev. Thomas Clark, Rev. Adam 
Harvala, Rev. Dr. Adam Filipek, Rev. Sean Daenzer. 

St. John, Belford ^ Pictured L to R: Rev. Matthew Tooman, Rev. 
Adam Harvala, Rev. Sean Daenzer, Rev. Arie Bertsch, Rev. 
Thomas Clark, Rev. Dr. Adam Filipek, Rev. Aaron Filipek, Rev. Lyle 
Kath. 

http://www.higherthings.org/retreats
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Prayerfully Consider Visit for Prospective Students – CTSFW 
FORT WAYNE, Ind. (CTSFW)—From March 21–23, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW), is hosting 
a Prayerfully Consider Visit (PCV) on campus. This biannual event is an opportunity for men and women considering 
a future vocation as a pastor or deaconess to explore in a tangible way what life is like as a student at CTSFW. Over 
three days, attendees will:    

• Immerse themselves in scripturally-based, confessionally-focused theological studies  

• Participate in worship with our seminary community  

• Dine with and enjoy fellowship with faculty and current students  

• Learn about financial aid, including the 100% tuition coverage grant  

• Tour the campus, library, and the Food & Clothing Co-op  

• Learn about CTSFW’s relocation services and Lutheran educational options for those with children    

PCV is open to both college-aged prospects and those considering church work as a second career. Spouses and 
fiancés/fiancées are encouraged to join their partner, as they are vital not only to the decision-making process but 
to their future success serving Christ’s Church. All participants—including spouses and fiancés/fiancées—attend 
PCV for free. Room and board on campus are also covered. Learn more and register at www.ctsfw.edu/PCV.  
For questions or concerns not answered by the PCV page, contact the Admission Office at Admission@ctsfw.edu or 
(800) 481-2155. 
    Concordia Theological Seminary (CTSFW), Fort Wayne, Indiana, exists to form servants in Jesus Christ who teach 
the faithful, reach the lost and care for all.  Founded in 1846, CTSFW is a seminary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS). Learn more about CTSFW at www.ctsfw.edu and the LCMS at www.lcms.org. 
    For additional information concerning educational opportunities and events at CTSFW, please contact Andrea 
Schultz, Seminary Relations, (260) 452-3150 or SeminaryRelations@ctsfw.edu.  

Camp Season is coming! Are you ready? 
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads is getting ready for the camp season already!  

We are looking for summer staff who help make everything happen, young men 

and women, 18 years old or older, who want to make an impact in the lives of 

kids of all ages.  If you know someone who would be interested in working at 

camp, have them contact Shepherd’s Hill and we can put them on the path to a 

summer they won’t ever forget! 

Speaking of Summer, our camp registration will be opening soon!  Brochures will be mailed to all 

congregations and past campers.  If you would like a copy, let us know and we will include you in that 

mailing.  You can register either by mail or online at www.shretreat.org.  This summer, our theme will be 

“A Cloud of Witnesses” from Hebrews 12:1-2.  From the testimony of Scripture and the gathering of the 

saints to the Lord’s Table, we are surrounded by a great cloud of saints. 

The Board of Directors invites you to attend the Shepherd’s Hill Annual Meeting scheduled for March 9th 
at 1:00 pm.  Come and find out more about the work being done at Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads. 
There is much work to keeping the Retreat going. Come and join us for lunch before the Annual Meeting if 
you would like. 

We have other events scheduled for this spring, including a Women’s Retreat and our annual Spring 

Clean-up and Lumberjack Days.  Watch our Facebook page for more details.  If you would like to be 

included in the email newsletter updates, please send a quick email to news@shretreat.org to be added to 

that list.  A fuller update will be sent out monthly to anyone who signs up. 

Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads | Rev. Jon Bonine, Executive Director 
director@shretreat.org | shretreat.org | Facebook.com/shretreat 

https://my.ctsfw.edu/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ctsfw.edu%2fPCV&srcid=27981&srctid=1&erid=3370017&trid=36fd300f-1403-486d-94fd-af005b00a5e2
mailto:Admission@ctsfw.edu
https://my.ctsfw.edu/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ctsfw.edu&srcid=27981&srctid=1&erid=3370017&trid=36fd300f-1403-486d-94fd-af005b00a5e2
https://my.ctsfw.edu/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org&srcid=27981&srctid=1&erid=3370017&trid=36fd300f-1403-486d-94fd-af005b00a5e2
mailto:SeminaryRelations@ctsfw.edu
http://www.shretreat.org/
mailto:news@shretreat.org
mailto:director@shretreat.org
http://shretreat.org/
http://facebook.com/shretreat
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Helpful Services Available 
Consider the following services available from people of the North Dakota District. Do you provide a service that you would like to 

advertise in the eNews? Contact Marie at news@nodaklcms.org today.  
 

Have a book which needs repairing?  Want to have something printed and bound?  Contact 
Rev. Zelwyn Heide on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/heidebook/ or send him an email at 
zelwyn.heide@gmail.com for a quote. 
 

Hymnus Tree 

Need shirts for your youth group or special event? Coffee mugs for your 
church? Other special printing needs? Contact Alisha Schieber on Facebook or 
send an email to info@thehymnustree.com.  
Wholesale pricing available for churches. https://www.thehymnustree.com 

District Staff Spotlight: 
*District President Rev. Arie Bertsch* 

*Administrative Assistant Blenda Dahlien* 
The ND District holds a convention every three years where delegates 
elect a District President, along with other officers. Our DP is Arie 
Bertsch, formerly of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Minot, who was elected 
in 2018.  What does our DP do? He is our representative at the LCMS 
Synod meetings.  He is responsible for the calling of a pastor or church 
worker when needed. He oversees all the ND pastors, church workers, 

and congregations.  His job includes caring for the spiritual and doctrinal supervision of pastors and 
congregations, continuing education, conflict resolution and has executive authority in fiscal, legal or 
business matters when necessary. He is also responsible for being certain resolutions adopted at the 
Synod and District conventions are fulfilled. 
 Blenda Dahlien is his administrative assistant. She is responsible for all the paperwork when a new pastor 
or church worker is hired. She handles all the PIF’s and SET’s. She handles all the phone calls, mail, and 

paperwork for the DP. Both President Arie and Blenda work in Minot.   

 

NYG 2019 Update: 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund is blessed to sponsor the National Youth Gathering again this 

year. We’re looking forward to seeing you at the Gathering! Before you go, be sure to check out 
how LCEF can make your NYG experience much less stressful with free prepaid Visa cards, youth 

group StewardAccounts® and more. Check it out at https://lcef.org/youth-gathering/. 

Lutherans for Life Essay Contest 
The theme for this year’s essay contest is "Did God Really Say?..." and "Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life." from John 6:68. Details for 
the Essay Contest and the Rubric for evaluating the essays in your school or church are attached below. 
Schools, we ask that you would include this Essay Contest in your curriculum or make it an extra credit assignment. 
Churches, we ask that you would include this Essay Contest in your Confirmation or Sunday School classes or as part 
of your Youth Group program. 
Each school or church should select the best essay from their church or school from each of the two Grade Levels: 
Grades 6-8 and Grades 9-12 and submit them to dakotapastor@gmail.com by March 15, 2019. 

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
https://www.facebook.com/heidebook/
mailto:zelwyn.heide@gmail.com
mailto:info@thehymnustree.com
https://www.thehymnustree.com/
https://lcef.org/youth-gathering/
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Raising Young Leaders and the Lutheran Young Adult Corps 
When I was in sixth grade, the Director of Christian Education at my church 
asked me to be one of several teen representatives on the Youth Board. It might 
sound silly to ask an eleven-year-old to sit through the business agenda of 
monthly meetings, but I took on the responsibility with genuine passion. This one 
person saw me, challenged me, equipped me and ultimately moved me towards 
pursuing professional church work. Raising up young leaders can be a powerful 
thing.  

In 2017, LCMS Youth Ministry did a research project on millennial retention in 
the LCMS. We found that congregations with a decision-making leader under 32 
showed several markers of increased LCMS retention from confirmation to young 
adulthood. It didn’t matter how many young adults were in the congregation; the impact was the same. 
Raising up young leaders helps children and teens stay in the church.  

Rural and small-town ministries are uniquely designed to mentor new young leaders. These 
congregations tend to be close-knit where young people are known deeply. This can give special insight 
into where a young leader can best use their skills, passions and abilities and prevent ill-fitting or token 
leadership roles. These congregations can provide a critical safe space for young leaders to try and fail 
with grace.  

Smaller congregations can be more open to empowering young leaders, sometimes out of necessity. 
When they do, leaders of all ages must work together for the sake of the Gospel. While established 
leaders have experience, knowledge of systems and a critical understanding of history, young leaders 
bring a fresh perspective and new strategies. Young leaders can learn and grow in new skills while 
established leaders can be reenergized and help manage change.  

One example of raising up young leaders is Lutheran Young Adult Corps. Lutheran Young Adult Corps 
provides full-time service opportunities for LCMS young adults in urban settings. Participants grow in 
community and share their faith in Jesus through acts of service for 10 weeks in the summer or 10 
months as a gap year. During their service, our 18- to 26-year-old participants serve in roles such as 
volunteer coordinators, after school tutors, communications and administrative help.  
The power of young leaders should not be underestimated. Consistently the young leaders in Lutheran 
Young Adult Corps prove to be self-motivated, passionate, adventurous, independent, and have a desire 
to grow in the areas of faith formation, service and community outreach. This is true of the young people 
in your congregation as well. Engaging young leaders helps ministry, keeps young people connected to 
the church and provides a chance for all ages to live out their vocation.                  

Julianna Shults, DCE, Program Manager, Lutheran Young Adult Corps, LCMS Youth Ministry.  
Contributed through the LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission monthly newsletter. 

Upcoming RSTM Events… 

Don’t forget that Rural & Small Town Mission provides free monthly webinars on topics important to 
congregations in town and country settings. Up next is Raising Young Leaders and the Lutheran Young Adult 

Corps on March 7, followed by Community Engagement Leaders on April 11. Find past webinars in our archive.  

Watch for information on all our upcoming events! Register for one of our Engaging Your Community or Engaging the 

Wandering events at lcms.org/rstm. These partner events offer practical resources and communication skills for reaching 

out to our wandering members and our communities with Christ’s love. Online registration is available for both types of 

events. Register now for Engaging the Wandering at Our Savior Lutheran Church, Waldport, Org. on 5/11/19 in partnership 

with the Northwest District. Contact your district or our office if you are interested in holding an event near you.  

Save the date! The 2019 National Rural & Small Town Mission Conference, Running With Endurance: Eyes Fixed On Jesus, 

will be Nov. 14–16 in Minneapolis at the Doubletree by Hilton Bloomington-Minneapolis South. This conference is meant 

for anyone living in, serving or interested in rural or small-town areas, with topics and resources specifically suited for the 

unique mission field where they have been placed. Bring your family! Enjoy the Mall of America and take advantage of the 

special family rates that include access to all conference activities. Watch for updates and more information at 

lcms.org/rstm/conference. For more information about our events, visit lcms.org/rstm or contact us at rstm@lcms.org. 
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March Update 
Announcement:  If you haven’t already made a note to change the web address 

to access the archived MSLN programs, you’ll need to do so as the old address 

will take you to a furniture store in Colorado. Now that the MSL NETWORK is 

broadcasting in six different areas in the upper Midwest, a decision was made to 

use just one central website address at www.mainstreetliving.com. On the 

home page, you will then need to click on the link identified as “North 

(Fargo).”   

A reminder of the matching funds offer from the Main Street Living 

NETWORK continues until $16,000 of new donations are 

received! To add your much needed financial support, checks may 

be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or 

your PayPal account on the web site. Thank you and God’s blessing in Christ! 
 

“Main Street Living North” for March 2019:  

March 3:             Vicar Brian Shane, Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND, presents the 

message: “Artificial Intelligence?” based on Luke 9:28-36. Today’s This Is The Life program is “Man 

Adrift.” 

March 10:           Rev. Matthew Meyer, Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Callaway, MN, presents 

the message: “Trust in the Lord” based on Deuteronomy 26:1-11. Today’s This Is The Life 

program is “Time Out For Bill.”  

March 17:            Rev. Thomas Eckstein, Concordia Lutheran Church, Jamestown, ND, delivers 

today’s message: “Let the Children Come to Me!” based on Mark 10:13-16. Today’s This Is The Life 

program is “A Gift for Grandpa.”  

March 24:           Rev. Guy Roberts, Zion Lutheran Church, Detroit Lakes, MN, presents the message: 

“Repent or Die” based on Ezekiel 33:7-20, I Corinthians 10:1-13 and Luke 13:1-5. Today’s This Is The 

Life program is “Boy on the Fence.”  

March 31:      Rev. Jonathan Durkopp, Trinity English Lutheran Church, LaMoure, ND, and Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Adrian, ND, presents the message: True Repentance” based on Luke 15:1-3, 11-32. 

Today’s This Is The Life program is “The Sin of Roy Baxter.”  

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service 

led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 

30 minute Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season 

specials).  Programs are broadcast at 9:00 am Central time on the following FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-

Moorhead Channel 15.1, KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 

7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, AND at 10:00am Central (9:00am Mountain) on the following WDAY 

& affiliate Xtra Channels: WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3 Fargo-Moorhead, WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 Grand 

Forks, KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 Bismarck/Dickinson, and KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 Minot/Williston – as 

well as the cable and satellite systems carrying these stations, some of which may have a different channel 

number, and archived on www.mainstreetliving.com (then click on “North (Fargo)”.  

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7C54c45ed4de5f41df074508d69216ea10%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636857024444028788&sdata=DkqD7Ls8rDeq%2F4EALiMx%2Fua37Tqv7LjGOPvrICKN1qQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7C54c45ed4de5f41df074508d69216ea10%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636857024444038799&sdata=Mw4mv%2Ffcr8sE%2F6nKLEeaPNQocJNwqkRqbaOiPzSFvd8%3D&reserved=0
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Held every three years since 1980, 
the LCMS Youth Gathering provides 
thousands of youth and adults the 
opportunity to come together as a 
community of God’s people to learn 
more about Jesus Christ, the 
Christian faith and their Lutheran 
identity.  The next Gathering will be 
held on July 11-15, 2019 in 
Minneapolis, MN. 

During the five days of the Gathering, youth and adults will spend time together in God’s word, worship, service, and 

fellowship with others from across the synod. This event is organized by LCMS Youth Ministry, Saint Louis, MO. 
 

District Coordinator 

Pat Sebastian, Bethel Lutheran, Bismarck, is serving as ND District Coordinator for the National Youth Gathering. She 
is arranging transportation options, coordinating housing (seven congregations responded to the request that ND 

registrations be mailed in together so we will be assigned to the same hotel), a District event, District booth and 
providing training to adult leaders amongst other responsibilities.  You can reach her via email patsebbis@aol.com or 

(701) 281-1381 or (701) 471-3289 with any questions or concerns. 

 
Transportation options 

Once final registration information is available, motor coach options offered will likely include one or two motor 
coaches traveling to Minneapolis.  Motor coach travel will likely look like this: 

 Tues, July 9    Travel to MSP 
 Wed, Jul 10    Event in the MSP area (e.g. ValleyFair, maybe a City tour, concert, etc.)   

 and early registration at the MSP                         Convention Center 

 Thurs, Jul 11   Free day until NYG begins 
 Mon, July 15   Possible event at Concordia St. Paul. Depart MSP   

   
Registration 

After March 1, participants will be admitted to the Gathering on a space available basis for the late registration fee of 

$400. This fee covers all Gathering program and Office of National Mission Youth Ministry administrative costs; 
participant items like the Gathering Bible, backpack, and Post-Gathering resources; and secondary insurance for all 

participants. Hotel, travel and meal costs are not included in the registration fee.  Estimated cost for the entire trip is 
$1,000-$1,200. 

Registrations materials and tons of other information including Adult Leader Resources and Bible Study Resources 
can be found at  http://www.lcmsgathering.com/ 

Choir and Wind Symphony auditions due April 22  
The LCMS Youth Gathering will conclude with the Divine Service Worship.  Over 20,000 people will join in worshiping 

our God and Savior.  Youth have opportunity to be involved in sharing their artistic gifts and talents through 

participating in the Gathering Choir or Wind Symphony. 
All applications and audition videos must be submitted online by April 22. Applicants will be notified by May 22 of 

their selection.  Members of the choir and wind symphony will receive a pack of music and CD so the music can be 
learned in advance of the Gathering. 

Members are expected to attend rehearsals at the Hyatt Regency from 3:45-5:15 PM on Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday. There will be a final rehearsal at the U.S. Bank Stadium early Monday morning. Rehearsals will not conflict 

with other Gathering programming. 

The choir and wind symphony will participate in the Monday morning worship service on July 15, 2019. 
Your District Coordinator is willing to accompany students to rehearsals so adult leaders are available for the rest of 

their family group.  

Watch the North Dakota District LYF Facebook page for upcoming announcements! 

http://www.lcms.org/youth
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LWML 38th Biennial Convention 
Date: June 20–23, 2019    Location: Mobile, Alabama    Theme: "In Praise to the LORD!" 

Scripture Verse: Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations (1 Chronicles 16:23–24a). 

President: Patti Ross    Convention Goal Statement:  Led by God’s power, we praise 

and proclaim the Lord among all the nations. 

More information available at lwml.org.   

After the National LWML Convention in Mobile Alabama, the LWML is pleased to offer a cruise on the Carnival 

Fantasy for FUN from June 24-29, 2019. Well-deserved rest and relaxation with proceeds which benefit the mission 

projects of the LWML. 

 Would you like to take part in this fun getaway while benefiting LWML? 

McGehee Cruise & Vacation Inc. will assist with all reservations for the cruise. 
 

Registration is now open: 

Please follow this secure link for further information and questions.   https://form.jotform.com/81724876028969 

http://www.lwml.org/2019-convention
https://form.jotform.com/81724876028969
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[President’s Message Continued from page 2]  
     To answer that question, remember that the disciples had the joy of witnessing Jesus’ glory at the 

Transfiguration before proclaiming it.  You weren’t on the mountain that day, and you don’t get to see 

Jesus’ dazzling glory on this side of heaven unless He returns soon.  But you have something better: you 

have Jesus’ Word.  Although you haven’t seen the Transfiguration with your eyes, you’ve heard the 

Transfiguration with your ears.   

     There are two basic ways to do theology; either a theology of glory or a theology of the cross.  If you’re 

into a theology of glory, you go by what you see.  You go by what you feel.  You look for God in glorious 

things on earth, such as beautiful sunsets, good health, and exciting experiences.  That is when worship is 

only about excitement and motivation. 

     If you’re from a theology of the cross, you operate differently.  You see the cross in a different light.  At 

the cross, the Lord won salvation even though it didn’t look glorious.  His power and glory were hidden 

under suffering and death.  You trust that Jesus’ death is your salvation not because it looked good, but 

because you hear in His Word that it was there that Christ saved you.  Hearing His Word, you don’t look 

for God to act in glorious ways.  You look for God to work in ways where His glory is hidden, such as the 

cross.  Also, consider Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.  They don’t look glorious, but those are 

Sacraments in which God gives you forgiveness for all of your sins.  It may not feel exciting; but there is 

forgiveness, life, and salvation there. 

     So as Christians in this world, as theologians of the cross, dear people don’t go on with your eyes.  Even 

at the Transfiguration, God the Father said, “Listen to Him!” not “See Him” nor “Look at the under-

shepherd I have sent you.”  Trust the Lord’s Word in spite of who brings it or who or what you see.  Simply 

know that the Lord has plans for you; plans for a future and a hope. 

     And frankly, there will be times each day, or days and days, when you fail to live under the cross; when 

you give into this temptation or that one, when you cling to false glories of the world rather than God’s 

grace, when you fail to speak grace to your family, when you despair instead of rejoice.  It will be no 

different as long as you’re in this inglorious world.  But repent; and rejoice that you are not forsaken.  The 

glorious Son of God became flesh in this world to deliver you to heaven.  In that flesh and blood, He went 

to another mountain, Mount Calvary to make payment for your sin. 

     You don’t see His glory, but you hear of His grace as you listen and hear His Word.  For now, you live 

by faith on earth by what you hear and not by what you see or who you see; but you will see in heaven: 

You will see your Savior face to face and join all those who have gone before you in the faith.  In other 

words, please remain listening to Jesus so that we will all be transfigured from our lowly bodies to a 

glorious body because of Jesus who has forgiven you all your sins so that you have life and salvation 

[already now] by the Word you have heard no matter whose mouth it has come from. 

I look forward to seeing you in heaven; if not before.   

Your servant in Christ, 
Rev. Arie D. Bertsch, LCMS North Dakota District President 

As part of the preparation for the triennial convention, LCMS 
households, congregations and organizations are invited and 
encouraged to participate in a Synodwide gathering of special 
gifts called the National Offering. The 2019 National Offering 
theme is “Joy to the World.” 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you” (1 Thess. 5:16–18). This triennium’s National Offering 
provides Lutherans across the country an opportunity to 

reflect their joy in the Gospel and their thankfulness to God for His gifts in Christ. www.lcms.org/convention 
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Contact the District 
Personnel: 

Rev. Arie Bertsch 
District President 

Lcms.nd.dp@outlook.com 

1010 72nd St. SE 

Minot, ND 58701 

Office: 701 852-3928 

Cell: 701 720-2232 

Blenda Dahlien 
DP Administrative Assistant 
Lcms.nd.aa@outlook.com 

Office: 701-509-2889 

Cell: 701-509-2790 

Tami Ulland 
Business Manager and LCEF ND 

District Vice President 
Lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com 

Cell: 701-360-1469 

Vicki Peihl 
Fargo Office Manager 

fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com 

PO Box 9029, Fargo, ND, 58106 

For UPS and FedEx only: 

2601 – 23rd Avenue SW 

Fargo, ND 58103 

Phone: 701-293-9001 

Fax: 701-293-9022 

 

Ed Bean 

Director of Biblical Finance 

edbean@cableone.net 

PO Box 9029 

Fargo, ND 58106 
Phone: 701-261-9687 

 
Marie Johnson 

District Communications Manager 

news@nodaklcms.org 

Hazen, ND 

Phone: 701-220-6386 
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