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DESIRING THAT ALL MIGHT BE SAVED, OUR MISSION IS TO ENCOURAGE THE MAKING AND NURTURING OF
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH WORD AND SACRAMENT MINISTRY.

District Vision

Witness

Mercy

Planting and Revitalizing Congregations
(Rev. Zelwyn Heide)
• Working on a new website.

Lutheran Education (vacant)

• Overseeing relationship with Kenya
• Overseeing relationship with Chile

Local Mercy Care (vacant)

Will you serve in this area?

Life Together

International Mercy Care (Rev. Rick Jones)

Will you serve in this area?

Ordained and Commissioned Ministers (Rev. Clark Jahnke)
•

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - PRELENT RETREAT for all the pastors of our
District. It is being held January 6-8, 2020 in Bismarck. Rev. Bernie
Worral of Immanuel, Fargo will present on Hebrews 11. (more info on pg
10)

Youth /Young Adults (Pat Sebastian and Rev. Jon Bonine)
•
Work with the District LYF officers as they plan and take leadership
in events.
•
Synod Teen Leadership Training, St. Louis, MO
•
National Youth Gathering
•
Promote Synod training opportunities - Symposium and
"NATIONAL"
•
Summer LYF Gathering for grades 9 & up
•
Fall Middle School Gathering for grades 6 & up

Will you serve in one of Stewardship (Rev. Dan Voth)
these vacant areas?
•
Presentation before the Board of Directors on Stewardship and
Fundraising
on April 5.
Let President Bertsch
•
Presentation to the Pastors’ Conference on new fundraising
know that you are
initiative for the District.
interested!
(Contact info is located on the last
page of this eNews)

Life Coordinator (Rev. Matthew Tooman)

•
If your North Dakota District LCMS church is hosting a "LIFE"
event, please let your District Life Coordinator know. We can help get the
word out! (www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html)

A Message from the District President…

Preach the Word
Pastors are told in 2 Timothy 4:1-5: “I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:
PREACH THE WORD; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort,
with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to
suit their own passions and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
As I travel the North Dakota District visiting
congregations on Sundays and worshiping with
them, I have experienced different locations of this
preaching of the Word. Some preach from the
pulpit, some preach from the aisle, some preach
from a central podium, and some preach from
down in front of the chancel area. First let me say,
preaching from the pulpit is not a law or a mandate.
But it is about: Location, location, location.
In our churches, the pulpit is slightly elevated
(some greatly elevated), they have good lighting
and can be easily seen from all places in the
sanctuary. In preaching from there, the pastor can
be sure that all may see and hear him. By placing
himself there, it gives the people an opportunity to
adjust their position in the pew so that they are
comfortable for the hearing of God’s Word that is
about to be spoken and so that they can adjust
themselves to see past the person in front of them.
I personally do that. I have seen as a pastor; many
adjust themselves so that I maybe couldn’t see
them; just in case they were to fall asleep.
Now, in my opinion, when a pastor preaches
from the aisle while moving up and down the aisle,
it is hard to get positioned to focus on the preacher.
When the pastor preaches from in front of the
chancel area, he is down so low in front that you
can’t see him over the heads of others that are on
that same plane. And, when a pastor preaches from
a podium, I see too much of the pastor’s apparel,
which usually isn’t covered with an Alb when this
procedure is used. So, I do think that location,
location, location is important in the preaching of
the Word.
I do know that the pulpit is also kind of a
traditional or a conditional place to hear God’s

Word spoken.
I do know that the pulpit is also kind of a
traditional or a conditional place to hear God’s
Word spoken. What I mean by this is that people
expect this from the pulpit. We know that’s what
goes on there. While Jesus probably did not preach
from a pulpit, we are now conditioned to hear
preaching from a pulpit.
There is a piece of artwork that is called “Luther
Preaching.” It depicts Martin Luther preaching to
the congregation. Between the pulpit and the
people stands a cross with a crucified Jesus on it.
While Luther is preaching to his hearers, he is
pointing to the cross. Luther is directing his
hearers to the crucified Christ. What Luther did in
his preaching is nothing other than what any other
faithful preacher would do, point his hearers not to
himself but to Christ and Him crucified. Therefore,
many pastors preach from the pulpit, guarded by
wood or stone, and wear vestments: to direct the
hearers’ attention away from the pastor and toward
Jesus. You see the pastor in the pulpit. You hear
his voice. Although, the word he proclaims is not
his; it is the Lord’s. The Sacraments are not his to
administer; they are the Lord’s. The Means of
Grace are not the pastor’s playthings to give out
willy-nilly. The apostle St. Paul also writes in 1
Corinthians 4:1-2, “This is how one should regard
us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of
stewards that they be found faithful.”

[continued on page 17]
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In Our Prayers
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

Rev. Jon Bonine, Shepherd’s Hill, and
family as his mom, Jane, received her
crown in Glory on August 29th.
The family of Melvin Fenske (Uncle of
Rev. Fenske, Immanuel, Grand Forks) as
Melvin received his crown in Glory after
celebrating his 96th Birthday.
Vicki Peihl, Fargo Office Manager, as
she has knee surgery on September 5th.
Doris Bertsch in preparation for lung
surgery on September 26 at Mayo Clinic,
Rochester. We pray for the Lord’s
guidance of the surgeon’s hand and the
assistance of the nurses along with the
Lord’s healing hand upon her.
Rev. Chris and Katherine
Brademeyer’s new baby girl. Sophia
has been diagnosed with Trisomy 13, a
genetic condition that has affected her
heart. We pray for endurance and
strength for Sophia and her family and
thank God for the promises received in
Holy Baptism.
Rev. Bernie Worral, Immanuel, Fargo,
as he recovers from having open heart
surgery on August 1st. His recuperation
will take about 6-8 weeks. Also, pray for
Rev. Steve Schultz as he temporarily
assumes the role of Senior Pastor at
Immanuel, Fargo.
Martha Semanko (From Immanuel,
Fargo) as she serves her DCE Internship

•

in Colorado. (Martha is in the DCE
program not the Deaconess program as
previously published in August)
All of our Lutheran Schools,
universities, and seminaries, and all
who teach and learn in them; especially
Grace and Martin Luther Schools and our
preschools, daycare centers and
homeschooling families throughout the
district as they begin another year.

We also remember in prayer…
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Vicar Richard Dailey (Bethel and
Shepherd of the Valley, Bismarck), and
Vicar Christopher Durham (Zion,
Bismarck).
Kenya Africa - Christ’s Care for
Children/Project 24
Iglesia Luterana Confessional de
Chile in Santiago, Chile and Pastor
Omar Kinas
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison
For all those serving in the military,
especially those of the LCMS, and for our
LCMS Chaplains, including ND Pastor
Tim Stout
Vice-presidents: Rev. Kirk Peters (west)
and Rev. Steve Schulz (east).
Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads,
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch and
Orphan Grain Train our RSOs
For Life Skills and Transition Center
Campus Ministries
Struggling rural churches

Do you have a prayer request you would like to see added to this list?
Send it to news@nodaklcms.org for inclusion in the next edition of the eNews.

ND LLL Annual Meeting
The ND LLL will have their annual meeting Saturday, September 28 at 1 PM, with
a servant event in the morning at the OGT warehouse in Jamestown.
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Dr. Becky Grossmann, Lutheran Bible
Translators, Visits North Dakota

Speaking Schedule –
September:
8th Immanuel, Wahpeton
11th Our Savior, Minot (morning)

Congregations around our District will have the unique
opportunity to hear a presentation from Dr. Becky Grossmann,
who is a translation expert with Lutheran Bible Translators
(LBT). Lutheran Bible Translators, which is a Registered
Service Organization of the LCMS, makes God’s Word
accessible to those who do not yet have it in their language.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, is
transforming the lives of people around the world as they read
and use the Word of God in their heart language.
Can you imagine NOT having God’s precious Word in your own
language? We can hardly even comprehend such a horrible
situation! When we hear God’s Word through our own
language, we then understand how much God loves us through
Christ. Over 1 billion people worldwide do not have the full
Bible in a language that they understand. An estimated 165
million do not have even a single verse of Scripture.
Becky began serving with LBT in 1985 as an assistant to the
language program manager in Liberia, West Africa. She
became the manager for a short time before being assigned as
translation advisor to the Bandi people of Liberia in 1989 and
this translation was completed in 1996.
After several years in the U.S., Becky’s LBT service resumed in
July 2012. Since then she has facilitated the completion of the
Gola New Testament in 2019. She is also involved with two
other whole Bible translation projects in Liberia, particularly for
the Dan and Maan people. Becky assists translators via
innovative technologies such as internet communications and
teleconferencing, with periodic in-person visits to Liberia.

11th Bethlehem-St. John,
Newburg
14th St. Matthew, Hazen
15th Immanuel (morning) and
Redeemer (evening), Grand
Forks
18th Grace Luth School Chapel
18th Immanuel, Fargo(evening)
20-21 LWML Retreat at
Shepherd’s Hill at the
Crossroads
22nd Trinity, LaMoure
22nd Concordia, Jamestown
25th Martin Luther School
Chapel
25th Zion, Bismarck
29th St. Andrew’s West Fargo

(Becky is the daughter of Rev.
Victor Tegtmeier. He was the
last chaplain at the Grafton
State School. He served in ND
from 1962 to 1981 at various
congregations.)
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Changes in the District
Calls Being Considered

Calls Accepted/Returned

Rev. Sean Daenzer, Peace,
Barney & Trinity, Great Bend is
considering a call to Trinity,
Corona & Our Savior’s, Wilmot,
SD.

Rev. Steve Schulz, Immanuel, Fargo has
returned a call to serve Holy Cross Lutheran of
St. Cloud, MN.

Rev. Mike Giddings of
Crosspointe, Fargo is
considering a call to Christ Victorious Lutheran,
Chaska, MN.
Rev. Aaron Hambleton of Redeemer, Lisbon is
considering a call to Trinity Evangelical Lutheran,
Clinton, Iowa
Rev. Ryan Wendt from Christ the King, Billings,
MT is considering a call to St. Peter, Hannover
and Zion, New Salem.
Rev. Heath Trampe from Faith Lutheran, York,
NE is considering a call to Our Savior in Minot.

Ordinations/Installations
Called to Glory
Parish Updates
Retirements

Rev. Allen Kramp, South Wisconsin District
accepted a call to serve St. John, Hillsboro and
Trinity, Hope.

Vacancies/Calling Process
•
•

•

•

•

Pastor’s Fall Conference

Zion, Claire City, SD, in vacancy –
(Served by MN North District)
St. Peter, Hannover and Zion, New
Salem: in vacancy, extended a call to
Rev. Ryan Wendt from Christ the King
Lutheran in Billings, MT (served by Rev.
Dennis Voss and Rev. Kirk Peters).
St. John, Hillsboro and Trinity, Hope: will
be installing Rev. Allen Kramp
(installation date TBA.) (Served by Rev.
Deitemeyer and Rev. Dan Suelzle)
Our Savior, Minot - in vacancy, extended
a call to Rev. Heath Trampe from Faith
Lutheran, York, NE (served by Intentional
Interim Minister, Rev. Richard Davis)
Trinity, Tolley (served by Rev. Brandvold)

September 30 – October 2, 2019

Theme: Church and Ministry
•
•
•
•

Main Speaker – Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders (Iowa East District President)
Conference Chairman is Jonathan Durkopp. Conference Secretary is Brian Shane.
The host congregation is St. Mark’s Lutheran- Location: 2209 4th NW, Minot, ND
58703, 701-839-4663. All sessions will be there in their fellowship hall.
There is a block of rooms at the Sierra Inn (701-837-1800) at a group rate of
$58.00 plus tax. Their address is 929 20th Ave. SE, Minot, ND 58701 (Next to or
close to Kroll’s Diner). Call the motel direct and ask for the ND District LCMS. You
must reserve your room by September 19, 2019.

NOTE: (correction from previous printing) The Sierra Inn does have a breakfast.
•

Registration – $75, made out to “North Dakota District LCMS”

Attendance at pastor’s conferences is “obligatory” (Synod Handbook 4.8.2.d.1).
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August Installation
Rev. Tim Stout was installed as Pastor
at St. Peter’s, Sawyer on August 18th.
Pictured from LtoR: Rev. Dr. Matthew
Richard, Rev. Daryl Rothchild, Rev.
Philip Byersdorf, Rev. Scott Ramey, Rev.
Tim Stout, Rev. Carlyle Roth, Rev. Arie
Bertsch, Rev. Paul Nelson, Rev. Brandon
Woodruff.

Vicars Serving {and
Learning} in North
Dakota 2019-2020
Rite of induction for Vicar
Christopher Durham took
place at Zion, Bismarck on
June 30th. →
Vicar Durham is pictured with
his wife. Mary and their son,
Gregory.

Rite of induction for Vicar
Richard Dailey took place
at Bethel, Bismarck on
August 4th and Shepherd
of the Valley, Bismarck→
on August 11th. Vicar
Dailey is pictured with his
wife, Sarah and children,
Matthias, Ruth, and
Samuel.
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Kalika Peske: 218-766-0126;
kalikajoy@gmail.com;
Lydia Trandem: 701-640-4395;
lydiatrandem@gmail.com
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Speaker: Donna Pyle
Luncheon Speaker: Becky Grossmann, Lutheran
Bible Translators
Dedication of the new playground at Shepherd’s
Hill, this is the fulfillment of a Mission Grant.
Visit NDLWML.org/Retreat for more information.
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LCMS North Dakota District 23rd Annual Youth
Gathering - For grades 6 and up!
Ramada Inn, 1400 East Interchange Ave, Bismarck, ND
October 17 (7 PM) – October 19 (noon)
Sponsored by

ND District Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Life Together/Youth & Young Adults
Registration due date: Sunday, October 6 - Later registrations will be accepted if space is
available.
Gathering Coordinator: Pat Sebastian | (701) 471-3289 | patsebbis@aol.com
COST: The $175 registration fee includes:
• Your hotel room for Thursday and Friday nights, four people/room.
• Meals on Friday, Saturday breakfast and three snacks
• Program costs (including covering partial cost of Mercy Meals supplies)
Check the registration form for reduced rates for certain circumstances.
Bible study leader – Pastor Ben Griffin - Maplewood, MN
Ben Griffin is first and foremost a follower of Jesus. He is also a proud father
of three teenagers and is almost two decades into a lifetime of adventures
with his wife Kate! He has served as the outreach/missions pastor at
Woodbury Lutheran church, Woodbury, MN and as the founding pastor of
the Alley church. In the Alley’s short existence it has been blessed to reach
many new believers and launched two daughter churches. Most recently he
has been catalyzing new churches and raising up a diversity of urban leaders
as the City Director of LINC Twin Cities (Lutheran Inter-City Network
Coalition).
Ben loves to help people and organizations uncover their unique God given
calling. He loves life and the One who created it. He believes that every
person has been uniquely gifted and desires to see people fully use their gifts to the glory of God! In
his free time he produces short ministry related videos, chauffeurs kids and watches too many superhero movies.

Guest Musicians - 100whiteflags.com
You might remember 100 White Flags from their presence at the 2017 Youth Gathering in Bismarck!
The members of 100 White Flags all have similar backgrounds. All four members spent time
touring the country as a part of a youth ministry team at various times in their lives. With a heart for
ministry and a passion for music, 100 White Flags hopes to be able to share music and have fun with
people they meet along the way.
100 White Flags officially came together in June 2006 as members Beth and Jeromy Dorsing,
Zac Harder and Paul Tietjen joined forces to make some music. Paul and Beth (Beth Gearhart, Girl with
Guitar) have both enjoyed successful solo careers, performing nationally in both concert and weekend
youth event venues.

Find more information about the gathering at ndyouthonfire.org
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Mercy Meals of North Dakota, is planning a packing event at Immanuel, Fargo on
Saturday, Nov. 9th, from 1pm to 4pm.

Mercy Meals will provide the supplies and the training in order to mix, weigh, seal, and pack nutritious
meals to be used for humanitarian aid for the children of Liberia, Africa. Volunteers will be able to
participate in a “hands-on” way in sharing Christ's love with fellow Christians through food and acts of
encouragement.
Our goal is to pack 10,000 meals. Therefore, we NEED YOU to help us in this exciting endeavor.
Bring the whole family! Come for an hour or come for the whole afternoon. The cost for packing a
meal is 15 cents per meal, so that makes our monetary goal roughly $1500. Please consider giving
generously of your time and efforts in making this mission event a reality.
For more information please contact

Pastor Schulz

(701-293-7979).

Nebraska Flood Relief Update

What is the latest? We praise God for the 17 churches, 71 volunteers, that served over

1,832 hours this summer as they joined the restoration journey with Project Restore in
Fremont, NE. Teams have removed wet insulation and drywall from homes, cleaned up yards
and homes, and have started to install drywall. This is what one homeowner said after new
drywall was installed in his home, “It’s beginning to look like my home again.” But there is still
more work to be done! We need groups or individuals to help homes get safe and secure
before winter sets in. If you have youth groups, small groups, or individuals who are
interested in helping Nebraskans in need, Project Restore NEEDS YOU! Sign up using this link
and invite your friends to help be the hands and feet of Christ’s Church as we serve those in
need: https://www.goodshepherdlutheranchurch.org/project-restore-signup. If you have
questions don’t hesitate to contact Traci Kohls at Project Restore at (402) 721-8412 or
traci@gslcfremont.org.

SEPTEMBER ARCHIVE NEWS
Just for fun, how many of you know where some of these towns or townships with closed
churches are located? There were churches at Acton, Brocket, Deep, Hanks, Krem, Newhome,
Penn, Rhein and Wildrose. There have been more than 140 LCMS churches at various times in
ND since the 1870’s. There are records showing that some of these churches merged with other
churches, not always LCMS ones. Or they started out as other denominations and became LCMS.
In October Ed Bean will be taking some of the North Dakota LCMS historical records to the
Concordia Historical Institute in St. Louis. If you know of any old records from LCMS closed
churches in North Dakota that are in someone’s house or in another church (maybe not an LCMS
church anymore), please bring them to the Fargo office. Or you can take them to your pastor
and ask him to bring them to the pastor conference in Minot. Copies of the records will be made
and kept in our Fargo office vault and the originals will go to St. Louis. Please help the District
get their archives up to date and see what you can come up with. Call Vicki at 701-293-9001
if you have questions. Thank you!
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September Update
How do you watch the weekly MAIN STREET LIVING
worship services and “This Is The Life” programs? On cable,
satellite, antenna, or over the internet? This, of course, varies
depending on what TV services you have AND where you live.
In general, the eastern half of North Dakota and the western
half of our Minnesota North Districts receive the MSLN
broadcasts over the FOX stations between 9:00-10:00 am
each Sunday, plus the entire state of ND and the eastern half
of MNN also receive these broadcasts over the WDAY XTRA stations between 10:00-11:00 am
Central (9-10am Mountain time).
Lately, we’ve had several requests for a complete listing of the specific cable & satellite
companies and their channel assignments that carry our program in an attempt to make
locating MSLN easier for everyone. These lists have now been sent to each of our ND & MNN
District offices, and then forwarded to each pastor and congregation in both districts – so if
you are wondering which cable and satellite stations are carrying MSLN in your area, please
contact your church office for this information.
Please continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media ministry
with others. In addition to being broadcast each Sunday morning – you can view all archived
programs at any time at www.mainstreetliving.com (then click on the link under the picture
identified as “North (Fargo).”
Thank you for your much needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street
Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!
“Main Street Living North” Programs for September 2019:
September 1: Rev. Terry Finnern, Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Miltona, MN, and St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Parker’s Prairie, MN, presents the message: “Our Host for
Eternity” based on Luke 14:7-11. Today’s “This Is The Life” program is: “Run

Away”(Away we go, back to where we started from).

September 8: Rev. Paul Preus, Zion Lutheran Church, Ellendale, presents the
message: “Healed Through the Word” based on Mark 7:31-37. Today’s “This Is The

Life” program is: “The Sin of Sue Bradley” (Misguided meddling leads to jealousy
threatening loving relationships).

September 15: Rev. Daryl Rothchild, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Upham, ND,
Faith Lutheran Church, Towner, ND, and Zion Lutheran Church, Kramer, ND presents
the message: “Abundant Grace” based on I Timothy 1:12-17. Today’s This Is The

Life program is; “Old Smiley” (For over forty plus years, Charlie Grebs was certain that his
“Happiness God” from the Orient brought him good luck. In less than a day, he fully realized
that things are not always what they seem to be.)

September 22: Rev. Jonathan Walla, Bethel Lutheran Church, Bismarck,
ND, presents the message: “The Debt is Cancelled” based on Luke 16:1-15. Today’s This
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Is The Life program is; “To Take a Life: (A devoted son’s loving father is terminally ill,
suffering severely and pleading to die.)

September 29: Rev. Dennis Voss, vacancy pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, New
Salem, ND and St. Peter Lutheran Church, Hannover, ND presents the message: “The
Job of Angels” based on Matthew 18:10. Today’s “This Is The Life” program is: “Sharing

the Gospel” (Sharing the Gospel is neither swift nor easy, but truly rewarding in the end.)

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by
participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute
Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials). Programs
are broadcast at 9:00 am Central Time on the following FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 15.1,
KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina
Channel 12.1, AND at 10:00am Central (9:00am Mountain) on the following WDAY
& affiliate Xtra Channels: WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3 Fargo-Moorhead, WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 Grand Forks, KBMY
Xtra Channel 17.3 Bismarck/Dickinson, and KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 Minot/Williston – as well as the cable and
satellite systems carrying these stations. (For a list of cable & satellite stations and their channel assignments
in your area, please contact your church office.) MSLN programs are also archived and can be viewed at any time
on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “North (Fargo).”

LWML News:
District Convention 2020 June 26-28, 2020 - Delta Hotel
in Fargo
Theme: “Great is the Lord” from
Psalm 145:1-3: I will extol you, my
God and King, and bless your name
forever and ever. Every day I will
bless you and praise your name
forever and ever. Great is the Lord,
and greatly to be praised, and his
greatness is unsearchable.
Keynote speaker: Jan Struck
Mission speaker: Rev. Dr. Robert
Roegner | Song leader and
Saturday night entertainment:
Wendysue Fluegge

Now is time to start preparing a
Mission Grant Proposal. The
proposals for consideration at
the 2020 convention need to be
submitted by September 30,
2019. The form is available on
the LWML North Dakota District
website
(http://www.ndlwml.org) under
the Mission Grant tab.
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LCMS MEN’S MINISTRY – FARGO

Rev. William Knaack

“And How Are They To Believe In Him Of
Whom They Have Never Heard?”
Join us for a discussion about the
challenges of bringing God’s Word to the
Deaf: translating God’s Word into ASL
(American Sign Language) so that the deaf
can indeed hear with their eyes and believe.

Silent Auction Items Needed for the
annual Dakota hope Clinic Festival of
Trees which will be held on Sat., Nov.
23. If you want to donate and item or
cash to sponsor an item, call the clinic at
701-852-4675 or go to
www.dakotahope.org and click on
the partner with us tab. We request that
you notify us by Sept. 1 if you want to
donate.

WHEN: Saturday, November 2, 2019
8:45 A.M. – 11:55 A.M.
WHERE: Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch
7151 15th St. S., Fargo
WHAT: Breakfast & Gospel-centered
fellowship for men
SPONSOR: Thrivent Action Team Event
RSVP: corey.isaak@gracefargo.org
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Campus Ministry

If any of you have young people who will be attending NDSU in Fargo this coming fall, we would love to
meet them and introduce them to Immanuel Lutheran Church and our Lutheran Student Fellowship. We
will provide them with Word and Sacrament ministry while they are here in Fargo, and we will endeavor
to be there “home away from home” congregation while they are here. Encourage them to get involved
with our Thursday night Bible study on campus and other events that we host throughout the year.
Please send Steve Schulz at steve.schulz@live.com their names, and if possible, their contact information
(email address and/or cell number), and we will make every effort to get in touch with them and to
provide them with pastoral care.If you have any students who will be attending UND instead please send
their contact information to our campus pastor in Grand Forks, Rev. Dan Suelzle at dsuelzle@me.com.

Church Reflections
Check the Mirror, Pastor — After Five Years, Your Church Looks Like You.” This was the
headline of an article that caused me to stop and reflect. If it’s true that after five years the
congregation I serve will look a lot like me, is that a good thing or a bad thing?
If congregations begin to reflect their pastor over time, it might lead the pastor to think about
what he should do to shape his congregation. The pastor will be tempted to think about how
he can and should shape it: How can I make my congregation enthusiastic for evangelism?
How can I make my congregation take the Word of God seriously and want to study it? How
can I shape my congregation to make an impact in our community?
But if those are the first questions the pastor asks, his focus is in the wrong place. When I first
read that headline and the accompanying article, the reality that my congregation would
reflect me as a pastor felt like a heavy burden to bear. Do I really want my congregation to
look like … me? To paraphrase St. Paul, Do I really want my congregation to look like the chief
of sinners?
And yet, St. Paul also wrote in 1 Cor. 11:1, “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” How can
Paul claim to be the chief of sinners and yet say, “be imitators of me”? How can a pastor do
the same?
In short, Paul wasn’t seeking to have the focus on him, but on Christ. He understood that the
example he set would impact how those to whom he was ministering would see Christ. By
speaking of himself as the chief of sinners and as the least of the apostles, Paul modeled the
reality of the need for Christ and His forgiveness.
Pastors follow Paul’s example not when they seek to hold themselves up as the perfect
example to be imitated, but when they show the congregation that they too are sinners in
need of Jesus. By spending time in God’s Word on a daily basis, devoting time to prayer,
forgiving and seeking forgiveness quickly, valuing and hungering for the Lord’s Supper, and
being honest about their weaknesses, pastors model the very things they want to see in the
flock they serve.
There’s much more to discuss concerning this topic, but I think it starts with pastors echoing
the words of John the Baptist: “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).
Contributed through the LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission monthly newsletter By Rev. Benjamin Meyer, Hope
Lutheran Church, Sunbury, Ohio
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Pre-Lent Retreat!
- MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
This Retreat is for all the pastors of our District. It is
being held January 6-8, 2020 in Bismarck. Rev. Bernie
Worral of Immanuel, Fargo will present on Hebrews 11.
Worral writes, If you’ve ever been to the nation’s
capital in Washington D.C. then you’ve seen the statues in
the hallways. Each state has two statues…North Dakota
has John Burke (Governor, US Treasuer, Chief Justice)
and Sakakawea (Explorer). Hebrews chapter 11 also has a
great hallway of faith filled with living memorials those
who have walked in faith before us. Hebrews 13:7 says
“Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God. Consider the outcome of their
way of life, and imitate their faith.”

In our mid-week Lenten services we will be doing just that in the outline of Hebrews chapter 11.
We will start with Abel who by faith offered a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain. We will continue
with Noah who by faith built an ark for the saving of his household. We will walk with Abraham who by
faith “obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance.” We
will look at Abraham again who by faith offered up his only son yet believing that God could raise him
from the dead because of the promise: “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” We will walk
with Joseph who by faith “made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning
his bones.” And we will travel with Moses who by faith choose “rather to be mistreated with the people
of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.”
The stories are all familiar, but often misunderstood. I've found this notion of moral progress (even
in Lutheran commentaries) to be the central way most people look at the narratives of the Old
Testament, especially Abraham and Jacob. Yet Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, takes up the "early"
Abraham (Gen 15) to say he was justified by faith....before circumcision (Gen 17). So instead of
bringing emphasis on the end product...Abraham the hero offering his son in faith....Paul points us to
the faith in the promise from the outset.
Hebrews chapter eleven is the definitive commentary on the Old Testament. And the narratives become
the basis for understanding the doctrine of faith. All Christians talk about faith, but what is it exactly?
Faith is never in faith...but always points to its object....even if it be unseen.

Lent is far more focused on the passion of Christ....so an Old Testament emphasis might
seem out of order. But this idea of sacrifice that is first with Abel, and is seen with Noah who
builds the first altar of the bible, and in Abraham offering his son, his only son, Isaac, whom
he loves....well this all points to the cross.

Request to aid in website for Planting and Revitalizing Congregations.

Please aid in in a new website with your pictures. (i.e. pictures of your church buildings, anything
mission related, and the like.) Please be sure that we have full permission to use them as needed.
Resources that you have for mission and revitalization are also greatly appreciated. Know of
something already on the internet? What have you done as a congregation? Short articles on Biblical
topics? Anything that you think would be helpful.
If you have any questions, or would like to send something, please send it to
zelwyn.heide@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing from you.
Pastor Zelwyn Heide
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Highlights – Athens, Taverna
Dinner Show, 3-Night Cruise,
Mykonos, Ephesus, Patmos,
Santorini, Thessaloniki, Kavala,
Philippi, Meteora, Delphi,
Corinth, The Acropolis
• Stop at two monastaries in
Meteora and learn about
resident monks.
• See Mars Hill where Paul
delivered his “Men of Athens”
speech.
• Visit the Museum of
Byzantine Culture, one of the
finest museums of Byzanting
art.
• Explore ancient Corinth on
a guided tour featuring the
Agora.
• Join a local expert
exploring the monuments of
ancient Athens.
• See the Bema where Paul
was brought before the
tribunal, as recorded in Acts.
• Feast on local Greek
cuisine and fine wine in a
traditional taverna.

More information
available on the
website nodaklcms.org
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[president’s message–continued]
The word mysteries comes from the Greek and can be translated into Latin as “sacramentum,” from which we get
the word “sacrament,” Pastors are stewards—caretakers—of the Sacraments, as well as the Word of God. Pastors
are to guard and protect the Word of God by their faithful preaching and teaching.
Guard the good deposit, pastors are told. Preach and teach the Word of God faithfully, not adding anything to
it or taking anything away from it. Preach the Law. Preach the Gospel. Preach repentance. Preach the
forgiveness of sins. Preach Christ crucified. Preach the cross.
(C.F.W. Walther writes) “O, glorious office! [the office of the ministry] No matter how sick a person may be
in his soul; the Gospel can heal him. No matter how deeply a person has fallen into the corruption of sin, the
Gospel can pull him out. No matter how troubled, frightened, and afflicted a person finds himself, even if he is
convinced that he must perish because of it, the preachers can confidently oppose him, saying: “No, as certainly as
God lives, He does not want the death of any sinner. You shall not perish; instead, you shall be saved. Turn to
Jesus, who can evermore save all who come to God through Him.” And if one who lies near death calls out:
“God, what have I done? Woe to me! Now it is too late! I am lost!” the preachers should call to him, “NO, no, it
is not too late! Commit your departing soul to Jesus. You too shall still be with Him in paradise today.” O,
glorious, high office, too high for angels! May we always hold it in high regard, not looking at the person who
bears it and despising his weakness but looking instead at the Institutor of this office and His exuberant goodness.
Let us turn to Him in faith so we can experience the blessings of which the preachers have spoken and, through
them, be gathered together one day into the barns of heaven as a completely ripe sheaf.”
I am also reminded of what my work is when I am in the pulpit: to proclaim Law and Gospel in the name of
and for the sake of Jesus Christ. This is a special work. The pulpit puts a location for this special work for me
and for you.
The pulpit also conveys the relationship between the preacher and the hearer. The preacher is set apart from
the hearer, not because of his person, but because of his vocation and location. The pastor is the messenger,
prophet, shepherd, in the stead and by the command of Christ. If you have noticed pastors preach differently than
when they have normal conversation. Preaching is “one” proclaiming to “others” the Word of God.
That is why the pulpit is elevated because of what comes from it—the preached Word. It is the way by which
God gives His grace through a voice outside of the hearer. It comes to you from above.
Location, location, location. There is much to be commended for locating the preaching of God’s Word in a
pulpit.

Your servant in Christ, Rev. Arie Bertsch,
LCMS North Dakota District President

Helpful Services Available
Consider the following services available from people of
the North Dakota District. Do you provide a service that
you would like to advertise in the eNews? Contact Marie
at news@nodaklcms.org

Biblical Sermon Hymns
Three separate hymnbooks written by Pastor Lyle Kath
using the scripture from each Sunday’s scripture
readings...Series A, B, and C, with Series A & C
including extra hymns and texts from Psalms, Proverbs,
& favorite scripture Pastors like to use when preaching
outside the pericopes. Cost: $10 @ plus $2shipping...(can be viewed at my websitepastorlylekath.com). Email Pastor Kath if interested:
ljkath@midco.net

Book Binding and Repair

Contact Rev. Zelwyn Heide on Facebook
at https://www.facebook.com/heidebook/ or
send him an email at
zelwyn.heide@gmail.com for a quote.

Hymnus Tree - Are you looking for

Lutheran merchandise or custom printing?
Hymnus Tree (located in Underwood) offers
unique Lutheran gifts that are great for
Confirmations, Baptisms, Weddings, and
more. Wholesale pricing available. Contact
Alisha by email info@thehymnustree.com or
on their website www.thehymnustree.com
(Alisha is the wife of Pastor Schieber in Underwood)
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The 2020 Salary Guidelines are on the
website at:
nodaklcms.org/district-ministries/stewardship/salary-guideline/

Contact the District
Personnel:
Rev. Arie Bertsch
District President

Lcms.nd.dp@outlook.com
1010 72nd St. SE
Minot, ND 58701
Office: 701 852-3928
Cell: 701 720-2232
Blenda Dahlien
DP Administrative Assistant
Lcms.nd.aa@outlook.com
Office: 701-509-2889
Cell: 701-509-2790
Tami Ulland
Business Manager and LCEF ND
District Vice President
Lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com
Cell: 701-360-1469
Vicki Peihl
Fargo Office Manager
fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com
PO Box 9029, Fargo, ND, 58106
For UPS and FedEx only:
2601 – 23rd Avenue SW
Fargo, ND 58103
Phone: 701-293-9001
Fax: 701-293-9022
Ed Bean
Director of Biblical Finance
edbean@cableone.net
PO Box 9029
Fargo, ND 58106
Phone: 701-261-9687
Marie Johnson
District Communications
Manager
news@nodaklcms.org
Hazen, ND
Phone: 701-220-6386
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