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DESIRING THAT ALL MIGHT BE SAVED, OUR MISSION IS TO ENCOURAGE THE MAKING AND NURTURING OF 
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH WORD AND SACRAMENT MINISTRY. 

District Vision 

Witness Mercy 

 Planting and Revitalizing Congregations  

                                            (Rev. Zelwyn Heide) 
• Working on a new website.  

Lutheran Education (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area?  
 

International Mercy Care (Rev. Rick Jones) 

• Overseeing relationship with Kenya 
• Overseeing relationship with Chile 

Local Mercy Care (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area? 

Life Together Ordained and Commissioned Ministers (Rev. Clark Jahnke) 

Youth /Young Adults (Pat Sebastian and Rev. Jon Bonine) 
• Work with the District LYF officers as they plan and take 

leadership in events. 
• Synod Teen Leadership Training, St. Louis, MO 
• National Youth Gathering 
• Promote Synod training opportunities - Symposium and 

"NATIONAL" 
• Summer LYF Gathering for grades 9 & up 
• Fall Middle School Gathering for grades 6 & up 

Stewardship (Rev. Dan Voth) 
• Presentation before the Board of Directors on Stewardship and 

Fundraising on April 5. 
• Presentation to the Pastors’ Conference on new fundraising 

initiative for the District.  

  Life Coordinator (Rev. Matthew Tooman) 
• If your North Dakota District LCMS church is hosting a "LIFE" 

event, please let your District Life Coordinator know.  We can help get 
the word out! (www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html)  

Will you serve in one of 

these vacant areas? 

Let President Bertsch 

know that you are 

interested! 
(Contact info is located on the last 

page of this eNews) 
 

http://www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html


 

Page 2 of 15 
 

A Message from the District President… 

The Practice of Closed Communion 
Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As I write this article, 

the Synod convention has not yet begun. I have just recently returned from floor 

committee meetings in St. Louis and am blessed to serve on Floor Committee 4, which is 

“Life Together.” We deal with overtures submitted by LCMS congregations and districts 

on various items, including “A Faithful Practice of Holy Communion.” What amazed me 

is the continued sending of many overtures dealing with the practice of closed communion. These overtures 

come because many are still not practicing what we believe is good and biblical teaching. A significant 

issue in the church of this day and age for our pastors is this practice of closed communion. We educate our 

youth to be confirmed in the faith before they receive Holy Communion, and yet many would expect any 

and all people to be able to come and receive communion in our churches. 
     

Therefore, the issue is “Why shouldn’t we 

commune anyone who wants to commune,” and 

“Why shouldn’t we commune at other churches 

that are not LCMS?” First, we need to understand 

what church fellowship is. Churches are in 

fellowship when they believe, teach, and confess 

alike the teachings of God’s Word in all its truth 

and purity. Therefore, any church that has a 

different understanding of God’s Word (the Bible) 

— for example, we would say it is the Word of 

God and others claim it only contains the Word of 

God — has a different confession of faith. There is 

a different understanding of the rule and norm of 

what we believe, teach, and confess. A different 

confession of faith would be in opposition to God’s 

Word because it is not with the apostles’ teachings 

and fellowship. This we would understand from 

Acts 2:42-44: “ And they devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came 

upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles. And all who 

believed were together and had all things in 

common.” Some would say Holy Communion is an 

individual matter between them and God. The 

Lord’s Supper is not a personal matter, but rather 

about what we believe, teach, and confess as a 

church. The Bible teaches us that the church will 

have hypocrites who inhabit and serve her. There is 

no way to tell who is a true member and who is not, 

unless they have the integrity to actually put their 

theology on the table for discussion. The fact is we 

cannot see faith; we can only go by what is  

 confessed with the mouth or where the membership 

is held (each denomination has a confession of 

what it believes, teaches and confesses). 

If they want to commune while belonging to a 

different confession of faith, they either disagree 

with the teachings of their church or they are 

playing the hypocrite at the communion rail. To be 

a hypocrite is to “playact.” Here, they are play-

acting as if they agree with the teachings of the 

church in which they are going to commune. If you 

join a church at the communion rail that does not 

confess the truth of God’s Word, you are saying 

and confessing that you actually agree with them 

and not with the church you belong to; or you are 

only “play-acting” so as not to have to make a 

statement of your faith that is true from God’s 

Word. The same is true if we allow those of a 

different confession of faith to come and commune 

at our table. We are allowing them to be hypocrites, 

and we also would be hypocritical because we 

cannot have two confessions of faith (one true and 

one false). As Rom. 16:17 reads: “ I appeal to you, 

brothers, to watch out for those who cause 

divisions and create obstacles contrary to the 

doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.” In 

order to understand all of this better, we need to 

start with the Fifth Chief Part of the catechism, the 

Office of the Keys.  

 

[continued on page 14]  
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In Our Prayers 

• Rev. Chris and Katherine 
Brademeyer’s new baby girl. We don’t 
have the details but the Lord knows our 
concerns for one another. 

• Rev. Bernie Worral, Immanuel, Fargo, 
as he recovers from having open heart 
surgery on August 1st. His recuperation 
will take about 6-8 weeks. Also, pray for 
Rev. Steve Schultz as he temporarily 
assumes the role of Senior Pastor at 
Immanuel, Fargo.   

• For the Circuit Visitors/Planning 
Council/Board of Directors as they 
meet on August 15-16 in Mandan.  

• The vicars arriving to serve our district, 
Richard Dailey (Bethel and Shepherd of 
the Valley, Bismarck), and Christopher 
Durham (Zion, Bismarck).  

• Martha Semanko (From Immanuel, 
Fargo) as she serves her Deaconess 
Internship in Colorado. 

• All of our Lutheran Schools, 
universities, and seminaries, and all 
who teach and learn in them; especially 
Grace and Martin Luther Schools and our 
preschools, daycare centers and 
homeschooling families throughout the 
district as they begin another year.  

• The Church under the changing climate 
toward an attack on Christianity. 

• Kenya Africa - Christ’s Care for 
Children/Project 24, thanksgiving for 
ELCK and LCMS church fellowship. 

• Our partnership with Iglesia Luterana 
Confessional de Chile in Santiago, 
Chile (partner church of the LCMS), for 
Pastor Omar Kinas, as we support his 
ministry in Talca and Constitución. 

• Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison - Synod 
President and all elected vice presidents 
of Synod. 

• For all those serving in the military, 
especially those of the LCMS, and for our 
LCMS Chaplains, including ND Pastor 
Tim Stout 

• That the ND District continues work 
toward a LIFE TOGETHER in mission, 
financial support, and prayerful 
encouragement toward one another. 

• For our Vice-presidents: Rev. Kirk 
Peters (west) and Rev. Steve Schulz 
(east). 

• Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads, 
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch and 
Orphan Grain Train our RSOs 
(Recognized Service Organizations). 

• For Life Skills and Transition Center 
(Chaplain Pastor Seter). 

• Campus Ministries at UND (Pastor 
Suelzle) and NDSU (Pastor Schulz). 

• Struggling rural churches (financial 
and declining membership) and pastors 
bearing the burden of shepherding God's 
people in the rural setting. 

Do you have a prayer request you would like to see added to this list? 
Send it to news@nodaklcms.org for inclusion in the next edition of the eNews.  

New baby in the Rev. Hambelton household in Lisbon 
Josiah David Hambleton was born 8:45pm on July 30, 2019. Stats: 8lbs 9oz and 21inches long. 

Mother and baby are healthy. Thanks be to God. 

ND LLL Annual Meeting 

The ND LLL will have their annual meeting Saturday, September 28 at 1 PM, with 
a servant event in the morning at the OGT warehouse in Jamestown. 

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
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Your Church History is important to the LCMS Synod and District office. 
Is your church overflowing with papers and materials from the past 125 years?  What should be kept 
and what should be sent to our archive in the District office in Fargo?  There is a website that you can 
go to – and see what to do with your records.  The website is 
https://concordiahistoricalinstitute.org/category/information-sheets/ 
There are many church files here in the District vault that contain no historical information.  Some have 

information written in German (anyone read German?)  Others have pictorial directories from past years 

and anniversary booklets.  This fall there will be a carload of information taken down to St. Louis to the 

Concordia Historical Institute from the District office. So please check with Vicki on what is needed. You 

can call the office 701-293-9001 Monday through Thursday or email her anytime at 

fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com.   

Thanks for your help in updating our archives both in the District and in St. Louis. 

District Mission Spotlight 

*Project 24/Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya* 

The North Dakota District delegation at the Synod Convention in Tampa had the privilege to 
hear from John Kissinger, Project 24/ CCC-K Project Manager, and John Wolf, LCMS Missionary 
in Kenya, at one of the district breakfasts. Updates on Kenya were given and they answered 
questions. Kenya has six boarding facilities running. Each facility is very near an ELCK 
congregation and school. The current enrolment is 190 children. The possible capacity would 
be 490 children. The cost to support a child for one year is $1080 ($90/month). The 2019 fiscal 
year (July 2019-June 2020) is fully funded. As more (and consistent) funding is received, the 
enrolment will be able to be increased. To learn more or to schedule a presentation about 
Kenya, please contact:  
 

Roger Weinlaeder, Drayton, 701-454-6427 weino@polarcomm.com   
Bob Wurl, Hankinson, 701-640-3681, rpwurl@rrt.net  
Rev. Michael Giddings, West Fargo, 701-306-9584, pastormike@crosspointelutheran.org  

 

Childrenwithnoone.org | lcms.org/cck 

The board of Elders of Immanuel Lutheran in 
Wahpeton North Dakota has given their pastor, Rev. 

Matthew Tooman – Life Coordinator for the North Dakota District, 3 Sundays per year to share with 
LCMS North Dakota District churches.  If your church is sponsoring a life event and would like Pastor 
Tooman to share a sermon and/or a teaching time at the church or in the community, please contact 
him at looktoxp@reagan.com.   As you think about scheduling, the further out you schedule an event, 
the more flexibility in time.  
   The LCMS North Dakota District will receive fetal models from “Lutherans for Life.”  If you would like 
to use these models, please contact Pastor Matthew Tooman at 701-899-1976 to facilitate their 
use.  These are a great visual and tactile tool to teach about life in the womb.       
   As always, if you have a community event you would like to promote, please contact the district office 
directly or contact Pastor Tooman either by email:  looktoxp@reagan.com or by phone 701-899 

mailto:weino@polarcomm.com
mailto:rpwurl@rrt.net
mailto:pastormike@crosspointelutheran.org
mailto:looktoxp@reagan.com
mailto:looktoxp@reagan.com
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Changes in the District 
Calls Being Considered 
Rev. Steve Schulz, Immanuel, 
Fargo is considering a call to 
serve Holy Cross Lutheran of 
St. Cloud, MN.  
 
Rev. Allen Kramp, South 
Wisconsin District is 
considering a call to serve St. 
John, Hillsboro and Trinity, Hope.  

 
Calls Accepted/Returned 
Rev. Rick Jones returned a call to serve Trinity 
Lutheran of Medford and Trinity Lutheran of 
Chelsea, WI.   
 
DCE Emily Leising, St. Andrew, West Fargo 
accepted a call to serve as DCE at Heavenly Host 
Lutheran Church in Cookeville, Tennessee. 
 

Ordinations/Installations 
Rev. Tim Stout will be installed at St. Peter, 
Sawyer on August 18th at 5pm. A fellowship meal 
will follow the service. Pastors, bring vestments 
(red stole). 

 Vacancies/Calling Process 
• Zion, Claire City, SD, in vacancy 
• St. Peter, Hannover and Zion, New Salem: 

in vacancy, reviewing the call list in 
preparation for a call meeting soon.    
(Rev. Dennis Voss and Rev. Kirk Peters) 

• St. John, Hillsboro and Trinity, Hope: in 
vacancy, extended call to Rev. Allen 
Kramp, South Wisconsin District. (Rev. 
Deitemeyer and Rev. Dan Suelzle) 

• Our Savior, Minot - in vacancy (served by 
Intentional Interim Minister, Rev. Richard 
Davis) 

• Trinity, Tolley (Rev. Brandvold) 

 
Called to Glory  
Parish Updates 
Retirements 

Pastor’s Fall Conference          September 30 – October 2, 2019 

Theme: Church and Ministry 

• Main Speaker – Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders (Iowa East District President) 
• Conference Chairman is Jonathan Durkopp. Conference Secretary is Brian Shane. 
• The host congregation is St. Mark’s Lutheran- Location: 2209 4th NW, Minot, ND 

58703, 701-839-4663. All sessions will be there in their fellowship hall. 
• There is a block of rooms at the Sierra Inn (701-837-1800) at a group rate of 

$58.00 plus tax.  Their address is 929 20th Ave. SE, Minot, ND 58701 (Next to or 
close to Kroll’s Diner).  Call the motel direct and ask for the ND District LCMS.  You 
must reserve your room by September 19, 2019. 

NOTE:  The Sierra Inn does not have a breakfast. 

• Registration – $75, made out to “North Dakota District LCMS” 

Attendance at pastor’s conferences is “obligatory” (Synod Handbook 4.8.2.d.1). 
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On August 2nd a shipment was loaded for Nicaragua and sent 
off!  This shipment is being received by the Lutheran Hour 
Ministries in Leon, Nicaragua. It was full of clothes, quilts, bikes, 
medical equipment, school kits, layettes, sewing supplies and 
machines, and toys. Thank you to the Brandenburg crew, the 
Tom’s and Justin for all their hard work!   

There is another shipment getting ready to be sent to Liberia.  On that load we are going to be sending 
693 boxes of Mercy Meals!!!  That equals 149,688 meals!  This again is going to the Liberian Children’s 
Ministry which works with rural schools.  These meals are life giving.  The need continues to be great 
over there when it comes to food.  We are blessed to be able to encourage and help others!  Included 
on that shipment will be school supplies, books and more! 

Visit http://www.nodaklcms.org/blog/ogt-newsletter-july-aug-sept-2019/ to read more. 

North Dakotans at Convention in Tampa, FL 

 

Back row (L to R): Rev. Tom Marcis, Rev. Daryl Rothchild, John Riley, Rev. Arie Bertsch, Rev. Dan 

Voth, Rev. Paul Preus, Tom Boerger  Front Row(L to R): Rev. Rick Jones, Ms. Paula Martin, Mrs. Tami 

Ulland, Bill Puppe, Rev. Jon Walla, Rev. Chris Woldvogel, Rev. Sean Daenzer 

Not pictured: Ron Greenmyer and Joseph Greenmyer 

View convention information at: LCMS.org/Convention 

Save the Date 
LCMS ND District 23rd Annual Middle School Gathering for grades 6 and up! 

October 17 (7pm) – October 19 (noon) at the Ramada Inn, Bismarck! 

More information coming soon – NDYOUTHONFIRE.org or Facebook.com/northdakotadistrictlyf/ 

Sponsored by Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod North Dakota District Life Together Standing Committee 

http://www.nodaklcms.org/blog/ogt-newsletter-july-aug-sept-2019/
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Helpful Services Available 
Consider the following services available from people of the North Dakota District. Do you provide a service that you would like 

to advertise in the eNews? Contact Marie at news@nodaklcms.org today.  
 

ND Pastors…looking for a biblical sermon hymn?  I wrote three separate hymnbooks using the 
scripture from each Sunday’s scripture readings...Series A, B, and C, with Series A & C including extra 
hymns and texts from Psalms, Proverbs, & favorite scripture Pastors like to use when preaching outside 
the pericopes. Cost: $10 @ plus $2-shipping...(can be viewed at my website-pastorlylekath.com hashtag 
conquering cancer through faith in Christ). Email me if interested: ljkath@midco.net - God’s peace and 
blessings to you and your ministry, Pastor Lyle Kath, Associate Pastor, Immanuel, Wahpeton, ND 
 
Have a book which needs repairing?  Want to have something printed and bound?  Contact 
Rev. Zelwyn Heide on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/heidebook/ or send him an email at 
zelwyn.heide@gmail.com for a quote. 

Hymnus Tree - Are you looking for Lutheran merchandise or custom printing? Hymnus Tree (located in 

Underwood) offers unique Lutheran gifts that are great for Confirmations, Baptisms, Weddings, and 

more. Wholesale pricing available. Contact Alisha Schieber by email info@thehymnustree.com or on 

their website www.thehymnustree.com (Alisha is the wife of Pastor Schieber in Underwood) 

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
https://www.facebook.com/heidebook/
mailto:zelwyn.heide@gmail.com
mailto:info@thehymnustree.com
http://www.thehymnustree.com/
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Camp season wrap-up! 
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads is wrapping up the summer camp 

season. Thank you to everyone that helped in making this summer a 

success!  

This summer, our theme is “A Great Cloud of Witnesses” from Hebrews 

12:1-2.  From the testimony of Scripture and the gathering of the saints 

to the Lord’s Table, we are surrounded by a great cloud of saints. 

Have you worked at Shepherd’s Hill? Join us for our Past Staff Weekend! – August 

16-18 – This is a free weekend for all past staff over the past 24 years to connect and 

reminisce. Part of our way of saying thank you for being part of Shepherd’s Hill at the 

Crossroads!  

Pie Social and Quilt, Craft and Culinary Arts Auction – September 14th  

People from all around the State have donated quilts, craft items and delectable baked goods 

to be auctioned off. Shop for that special wedding coming up – or that new grandchild – or buy 

some goodies to share with the neighbors! Pie social and open house begin at 1 pm. Auction to 

begin at 2 pm. 

If you would like to be included in our email newsletter updates, please send a quick email to 

news@shretreat.org to be added to the list.   

Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads | Rev. Jon Bonine, Executive Director 
director@shretreat.org | shretreat.org | Facebook.com/shretreat 

Request to aid in website for Planting and 
Revitalizing Congregations. 

 I will be working on creating a page with resources for mission and revitalization in North 
Dakota.  I would like to design the page using pictures from the district, since it is for the 
district.  Some ideas for photos include pictures of your church buildings, anything mission 
related, and the like. 
 Please be sure that we have full permission to use them as needed.  They will also likely be 
edited somewhat to make them fit into various parts of the site. 
 I would also welcome any and all resources that you have for mission and revitalization.  Know 
of something already on the internet?  What have you done as a congregation?  I'd also take 
short articles on Biblical topics.  Anything that you think would be helpful. 
 If you have any questions, or would like to send something, please send me an email at 
zelwyn.heide@gmail.com.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

Pastor Zelwyn Heide 

mailto:news@shretreat.org
mailto:director@shretreat.org
http://shretreat.org/
http://facebook.com/shretreat
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August Update 
“Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; 

correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and 

careful instruction” 2 Timothy 4:2. With this in mind, please 

continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street 

Living” media ministry with others. MSLN is broadcast each 

Sunday morning - and also available every day at 

www.mainstreetliving.com (then click on the link under the 

picture identified as “North (Fargo).” 

Thank you for your much needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living 

NORTH,” 821-5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account 

on the web site. God’s blessing in Christ! 

“Main Street Living North” Programs for August 2019: 

August 4: Rev. Bill Aufdenkamp, Christ Lutheran Church, Elbow Lake, MN., and Zion 

Lutheran Church, Hoffman, MN., presents the message: “A Rich Harvest; Remember Who 

Grows the Crop!” based on Luke 12:17. Today’s “This Is The Life” program is: “The Visit” 

(During wartime, A Christian’s response to tragedy becomes a witness to others.) 

August 11: Rev. Richard Biberdorf, Grace Lutheran Church, Carrington, ND, Grace 

Lutheran Church, Cooperstown, ND, and Zion Lutheran Church, Binford, ND, presents 

the message: “Don’t Give Up On God” based on Genesis 15:1-6. Today’s “This Is The Life” 

program is: “One Hour to Live” (Divine forgiveness for the truly penitent assures a man … and 

in the nick of time.)  

August 18: Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Euclid, MN and 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Fischer, MN, presents the message: “By Faith” based on Hebrews 

12:1. Today’s This Is The Life program is; “Trial By Fire.” 

August 25: Rev. Robert Hill, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Wimbledon, ND, St. Paul 

Lutheran Church, Kensal, ND, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Pettibone, ND, and 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Woodworth, ND, presents the message: “For the Sake of a 

Few” based on Genesis 18:25. Today’s “This Is The Life” program is:  “Red Trap.” 

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute 

Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials).  Programs are 

broadcast at 9:00 am Central Time on the following FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 15.1, KBRR 

Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, AND at 

10:00am Central (9:00am Mountain) on the following WDAY & affiliate Xtra Channels: WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3 

Fargo-Moorhead, WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 Grand Forks, KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 Bismarck/Dickinson, and KMCY 

Xtra Channel 14.3 Minot/Williston – as well as the cable and satellite systems carrying these stations, some of 

which may have a different channel number, and archived on www.mainstreetliving.com (then click on “North 

(Fargo)”. 
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Your generosity is the key to 

healing and hope for our 

awesome kids. 

You’re a friend and partner of the Ranch, so you know all 

about the good work your support makes possible. But there may be a few things you don’t 

know about us. And, I believe you’ll find the six Ranch facts below both enlightening and 

encouraging. For instance, did you know…?  

1. The Ranch’s Dakota Memorial School is the only fully accredited school system in North 

Dakota that’s not a public school. 

2. Many of our children were barely passing their classes before coming to the Ranch. Yet 

two out of five made the honor roll last semester, while meeting the same rigorous 

requirements you’ll find at any public school. 

3. Many of our kids never had a birthday party until they came to the Ranch. 

4. This year, many of our students returned to their original schools to graduate with 

friends and peers.  

5. We care for and cherish a herd of twenty three horses. The children are encouraged to 

ride and make friends with the horses. They often experience healing as they ride and work 

with a horse. 

6. Ranch thrift stores process more than eleven million donated items a year. Sales at our 

stores provide an important source of income to help kids. 

I hope you 

learned 

something you 

didn’t know 

about why the 

Ranch is such 

an incredible 

resource for 

children who 

have struggled to find peace, stability, and success in life. Children like Sara . . . 

Sara’s mom was young, single, and unable to provide for her. Violence and instability were 

constants in their home. No wonder Sara was angry, verbally abusive, disrespectful of 

authority, and hamstrung by learning disabilities that made school a daily battle. 
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At the Ranch, Sara experienced a very different kind of environment. Because our team 

recognized her struggles — and also her many strengths as a unique child of God — she 

responded positively. 

Sara says, “It didn’t feel safe at my old school. But at the Ranch, if I need more help or things 

aren’t going well at home, I can tell someone and feel safe. I don’t have to worry that more 

bad things will happen because I told.” 

Sara has been with us for about a year now. Her improved attitude, behavior, and school 

performance have earned her the admiration of her peers, who increasingly see her as a role 

model. 

There’s a lesson here: With your partnership in this work, even a deeply wounded child can 

find healing, academic success, and spiritual growth. But we need your prayers and partnership 

so we can provide the specialized support these kids need.  

Will you give now to equip a Ranch child to overcome the odds and move forward with 

confidence in school, in their healing, AND at home? Through your gift, you’ll provide the 

specialized support that makes it possible for a Ranch child to grow, learn, and prepare for a 

life of confidence, independence, and accomplishment.  

In His Love, Joy Ryan, President/CEO  |  Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 

 
Dear fellow pastors, youth leaders, and helpers:  

We are very excited and pleased to announce that we have two local youth retreats planned for 2020. 
These retreats are being organized by a group of North Dakota pastors, as well as many lay leaders and 
musicians. The two retreats are being held simultaneously on March 27–28th at Immanuel Lutheran in 
Wahpeton and St. Paul’s Lutheran in Minot.    

The cost of the retreat is $50, which covers all expenses, including classes, food, activities, and lodging 
at the church.  

We encourage you to mark your calendars for these two retreats, as more information will be coming 
out shortly.  Any immediate questions can be directed to the Retreat Coordinators:  Pastor Richard for 
the Northwest Retreat (701.389.0418 or stpaulsrev@srt.com) and Pastor Daenzer for the Southeast 
Retreat (701.640.5633 or pastor@daenzer.org).   

Thank you for your continued interest and desires to educate our youth in this Christian faith.  

In Christ,  
Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Minot and Rev. Sean Daenzer, 
Trinity, Great Bend and Peace, Barney 
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The No-Casserole Illness  

AND HOW THE CHURCH CAN RESPOND  
  It’s a conversation I’ll never forget. While visiting with a local pastor one day about the mental health 
focus of The Lutheran Foundation, he shared something he did one Sunday morning in church. 
 As people gathered for worship, everyone received a sheet of paper with a list of ten questions related 
to mental health issues. There were questions like, “Have you ever been depressed?” and “Have you 
ever been prescribed medication for mental health issues?” Each person was to circle any question that 
applied to them.  

When everyone finished answering their questions, the ushers collected them. They shuffled the 
papers and walked to a different part of the church to pass out those same sheets of paper. Each 
person was now holding someone else’s paper (no names were on them.) The pastor then started to 
read the questions, one by one, and asked people to stand up if the question he read was circled on the 
sheet they were holding. 
When people in the congregation saw the number of people standing up in response to each question, 
there was an audible gasp from the congregation. “Everyone thinks they are the only one living with 
mental health issues,” the pastor said. Too often, the stigma is so great in the church that people are 
afraid to talk about mental illness.  While author Amy Simpson was growing up, her mother had serious 
psychotic episodes and was later diagnosed with schizophrenia. The family was always active in church. 
But when it came to her mother’s mental health issues, there was silence and shame. “We needed 
community and loving friendships,” she says. “The church is one of the only places left in society where 
that is readily available — at least in theory.” Amy tells her family’s story in her book, Troubled Minds: 
Mental Illness and the Church’s Mission. Amy says the phrase is not original with her, but she often 
refers to mental illness as the “no-casserole illness.” It’s not uncommon for people from church to bring 
a casserole when a family member is in the hospital, or when there has been a death in the family. But 
when it’s mental illness, people often don’t call or visit, or bring casseroles.  
However, the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) reports that one in five adults will experience a 
mental illness in any given year. That also means one in five in our churches. Most people don’t realize 
that mental illness is more common than cancer, heart disease and diabetes combined.  
The Lutheran Foundation is focused on promoting mental wellness and reducing stigma around mental 
illness. Starting the conversation and silencing the stigma is one step toward healing. Sometimes those 
caring conversations happen best across the table… over a casserole. 

 
Contributed through the LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission monthly newsletter By Rev. Dr. Dennis Goff, director of 
Ministry Programs for The Lutheran Foundation, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Nebraska Flood Relief Update 

What is the latest? While relief efforts have been in progress around Nebraska, the 

largest concentrated relief is happening in the Fremont area. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
of Fremont, NE established Project Restore with a grant from The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod to become a staging site for volunteer work groups offering assistance to individuals in 
Fremont and the surrounding communities.  They have had groups from IL, MO, KS, AZ, and 
TX serve with them this summer, but there is still more work to be done.  If you have youth 
groups, small groups, or individuals who are interested in helping Nebraskans in need, Project 
Restore NEEDS YOU!  People who are willing to volunteer in clean-up and restoration 
work.  Sign up using this link and invite your friends to help be the hands and feet of Christ’s 
Church as we serve those in need: https://www.goodshepherdlutheranchurch.org/project-
restore-signup.  If you have questions don’t hesitate to contact Traci Kohls at Project 
Restore at (402) 721-8412 or traci@gslcfremont.org. 

https://www.goodshepherdlutheranchurch.org/project-restore-signup
https://www.goodshepherdlutheranchurch.org/project-restore-signup
mailto:traci@gslcfremont.org
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Speaker: Donna Pyle 

Luncheon Speaker: Becky Grossmann, Lutheran 

Bible Translators 

Dedication of the new playground at Shepherd’s 

Hill, this is the fulfillment of a Mission Grant.  

Visit NDLWML.org/Retreat for more information.  

LWML News:  
District Convention 2020 - 

June 26-28, 2020 - Delta Hotel 

in Fargo 

Theme: “Great is the Lord” from 

Psalm 145:1-3: I will extol you, my 

God and King, and bless your name 

forever and ever. Every day I will bless 

you and praise your name forever and 

ever. Great is the Lord, and greatly to 

be praised, and his greatness is 

unsearchable.  |  Keynote speaker: 

Jan Struck  |  Mission speaker: Rev. 

Dr. Robert Roegner  |  Songleader 

and Saturday night 

entertainment: Wendysue Fluegge 

Now is time to start 
preparing a Mission 
Grant Proposal. The 
proposals for 
consideration at the 2020 
convention need to be 
submitted by September 
30, 2019. The form is 
available on the LWML 
North Dakota District 
website (http://www.ndlwml.org) under the Mission Grant tab. 

LWML Convention 2021 — Lexington, Kentucky — June 24–27 
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[president’s message–
continued] 

In John 20, Jesus tells the apostles to forgive and 
retain sins. Any pastor who will not take this 
responsibility seriously should be removed from the 
Office of the Holy Ministry, for he is saying that he 
is willing to do “harm” to souls. In 1 Cor. 11:29, we 
hear that people can take the Lord’s Supper to their 
“harm.” The King James translation says 
“damnation”; other versions say “judgment” and 
“condemnation.” A loving congregation and pastor 
would not want anyone to take this Means of Grace 
to their “harm.” When a person comes to the altar 
to receive communion, they are individually 
receiving the forgiveness of sins, which should 
never be said and proclaimed to someone who 
denies the truth, either by their membership and 
confession of another church body or as a hypocrite 
within the church. When the pastor communes 
someone who he knows does this “play-acting,” he 
is confirming them in their error. The church and 
the pastor — who is speaking “in the stead and the 
command” of Christ — are breaking the Second 
Commandment and are putting the soul at risk, for 
they are lying with God’s name and Word. In 
summary, we should commune only with those with 
whom we share a confession of faith. We can’t see 
the faith of others, so all we can go by is their 
confession of faith with their mouth and the church 
that they claim to belong to. 

May we repent of our weakness in our 
understanding and practice of closed communion 
and come to the Lord’s Table to receive what Christ 
has promised — the forgiveness of sins. For where 
there is the forgiveness of sins, there is life and 
salvation. What a joy it is to come to the Lord’s 
Table and have our bodily senses tell us that we 
have received what Christ has promised. Our eyes 
see, our noses smell, our lips feel, our tongues 
taste and our ears hear that we have received what 
Christ promised: the forgiveness of sins, for life and 
salvation. 
Your servant in Christ, Rev. Arie Bertsch, 
LCMS North Dakota District President 
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The State of the District report is now 

available on the website at 
https://www.nodaklcms.org/resources-links/documents/ 

Contact the District 
Personnel: 

Rev. Arie Bertsch 

District President 
Lcms.nd.dp@outlook.com 

1010 72nd St. SE 

Minot, ND 58701 

Office: 701 852-3928 

Cell: 701 720-2232 

Blenda Dahlien 
DP Administrative Assistant 
Lcms.nd.aa@outlook.com 

Office: 701-509-2889 

Cell: 701-509-2790 

Tami Ulland 
Business Manager and LCEF ND 

District Vice President 
Lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com 

Cell: 701-360-1469 

Vicki Peihl 
Fargo Office Manager 

fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com 

PO Box 9029, Fargo, ND, 58106 
For UPS and FedEx only: 

2601 – 23rd Avenue SW 

Fargo, ND 58103 

Phone: 701-293-9001 
Fax: 701-293-9022 

 

Ed Bean 

Director of Biblical Finance 

edbean@cableone.net 

PO Box 9029 

Fargo, ND 58106 
Phone: 701-261-9687 

 
Marie Johnson 

District Communications 

Manager 

news@nodaklcms.org 

Hazen, ND 

Phone: 701-220-6386 

 

https://www.nodaklcms.org/resources-links/documents/
mailto:Lcms.nd.dp@outlook.com
mailto:Lcms.nd.aa@outlook.com
mailto:Lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com
mailto:fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com
mailto:edbean@cableone.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20eNews
mailto:news@nodaklcms.org

