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DESIRING THAT ALL MIGHT BE SAVED, OUR MISSION IS TO ENCOURAGE THE MAKING AND NURTURING OF 
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH WORD AND SACRAMENT MINISTRY. 

District Vision 

Witness Mercy 

 Planting and Revitalizing Congregations  

                                            (Rev. Zelwyn Heide) 
• Working on a new website.  

• Attended the North American Mission Enablers 
(NAME) Conference in St. Louis on April 24.  

 Lutheran Education (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area?  
 

International Mercy Care (Rev. Rick Jones) 

• Overseeing relationship with Kenya 
• Overseeing relationship with Chile 

Local Mercy Care (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area? 

Life Together Ordained and Commissioned Ministers (Rev. Clark Jahnke) 

Youth /Young Adults (Pat Sebastian and Rev. Jon Bonine) 
• Work with the District LYF officers as they plan and take 

leadership in events. 
• Synod Teen Leadership Training, St. Louis, MO 
• National Youth Gathering 
• Promote Synod training opportunities - Symposium and 

"NATIONAL" 
• Summer LYF Gathering for grades 9 & up 
• Fall Middle School Gathering for grades 6 & up 

Stewardship (Rev. Dan Voth) 
• Presentation before the Board of Directors on Stewardship and 

Fundraising on April 5. 
• Presentation to the Pastors’ Conference on new fundraising 

initiative for the District.  

  Life Coordinator (Rev. Matthew Tooman) 
• If your North Dakota District LCMS church is hosting a "LIFE" 

event, please let your District Life Coordinator know.  We can help get 
the word out! (www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html)  

Will you serve in one of 

these vacant areas? 

Let President Bertsch 

know that you are 

interested! 
(Contact info is located on the last 

page of this eNews) 
 

http://www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html
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A Message from the District President… 

The Debt is Gone! 
The title of this July E-News “The Debt is Gone” is meant in two ways.  First, the most 

important, the debt of our sin is gone through Christ Jesus.  Any sin, no matter what degree 

we may place on it, either as a little or a large sin, deserves eternal death from God.  

Eternal death means separation from God into eternal pain and gnashing of teeth and 

eternal torture in hell.  But Christ Jesus, true God and true man, made payment for sin on 

the cross for our sin so that we would not die that eternal death.  You see, God has only accepted one 

commodity for payment for sin and that is blood.  Blood that was foreshadowed in the blood of sacrifices in 

the Old Testament but then fulfilled in Christ Holy Precious Blood on the cross.  Therefore, connected to 

Christ death and resurrection in Baptism we have eternal life.  Because you can only die once, and Christ 

died that death for us, we cannot die the eternal death.  Therefore, “The Debt is Gone.” 
     

The other way the title “The Debt is Gone” is 

meant is that in this earthly kingdom the debt of our 

Synod is gone so that we may do more freely and 

willingly the work the Lord has given us to do 

spreading the Gospel of Christ Jesus.   I share with 

you an announcement from Synod:By David Strand 

By action of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod (LCMS) Board of Directors (BOD) at its 

May 17 meeting in St. Louis, the generations-old 

“historic debt” of the Concordia University System 

(CUS) — and of its predecessor, the Board for 

Higher Education — has been retired. The 

arrangements to bring an end to the debt, requiring 

several steps over many months, were finalized 

June 19. 

     To cover the $13 million outstanding balance — 

accumulated operating deficits and capital-related 

debt at the schools — plus a $2 million line of 

credit extended to Concordia College Alabama in 

Selma before it closed last year, the BOD used a 

portion of the income from three sources, all in 

Asia: (1) the $2.2 million repayment of a startup 

loan by Concordia International School Hanoi, (2) 

a $4 million dividend from Concordia International 

School Shanghai, and (3) a combined $22 million 

from the sale of three properties in Hong Kong. 

From the outset of its discussions on how to use the 

Asia funds, the BOD has stipulated that none of the 

sales proceeds would go toward day-to-day 

operating expenses and budget purposes. Rather, 

the money first would apply to retiring the CUS 

debt, with the remaining funds allocated for 

strategic programs, to be designated by the Board, 

 in consultation with its Audit Committee and the 

Synod’s Operations Team.  

     With the cloud of debt cleared from the skies, 

the Synod will save $1.4 million a year in principal 

and interest payments. This is the first time in 

living memory that all Synod indebtedness to 

external entities stands at zero. 

     “This is a milestone achievement,” said BOD 

Chairman Rev. Dr. Michael L. Kumm, “because 

paying off the historic debt will free up millions of 

dollars in mission and ministry funds for years to 

come. 

     “The Board is grateful to all who played a part 

in bringing this to fruition. It is a very good day for 

the church — a great blessing from the Lord.” 

     ‘God has blessed us richly.’ 

     “For the first time in many decades, perhaps in a 

century, the LCMS has no external debt,” said 

LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison. 

“During our tenure, God has blessed us richly. We 

began nine years ago, owing $21 million, and now 

we owe nothing.”     

     You may read the rest of this statement at 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/synods-external-debt-

is-no-more-a-milestone-achievement   

     Let us continue to pray and give thanks to God 

for “The Debt is Gone” of our sin and this earthly 

debt to continue to preach, teach, and confess 

salvation alone in Christ Jesus who has removed 

our debt of sin so that we have the joy of this life 

and eternal life.     

Your servant in Christ, Rev. Arie Bertsch,  
            LCMS North Dakota District President 
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In Our Prayers 
• The youth as they gather together in 

Minneapolis, MN, for the LCMS Youth 
Gathering on July 11-15.  

• The Synod as we gather in Convention in 
Florida July 20-25. 

• The vicars arriving to serve our district, 
Richard Dailey (Bethel and Shepherd of 
the Valley, Bismarck), and Christopher 
Durham (Zion, Bismarck).  

• Martha Semanko (From Immanuel, 
Fargo) as she serves her Deaconess 
Internship in Colorado. 

• All of our Lutheran Schools, 
universities, and seminaries, and all 
who teach and learn in them; especially 
Grace and Martin Luther Schools and our 
preschools, daycare centers and 
homeschooling families throughout the 
district. 

• The Church under the changing climate 
toward an attack on Christianity. 

• Kenya Africa - Project 24, 
thanksgiving for ELCK and LCMS church 
fellowship. 

• Our partnership with Iglesia Luterana 
Confessional de Chile in Santiago, 

Chile (partner church of the LCMS), for 
Pastor Omar Kinas, as we support his 
ministry in Talca and Constitución. 

• Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison - Synod 
President and all elected vice presidents 
of Synod. 

• For all those serving in the military, 
especially those of the LCMS, and for our 
LCMS Chaplains. 

• That the ND District continues work 
toward a LIFE TOGETHER in mission, 
financial support, and prayerful 
encouragement toward one another. 

• For our Vice-presidents: Rev. Kirk 
Peters (west) and Rev. Steve Schulz 
(east). 

• Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads, 
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch and 
Orphan Grain Train our RSOs 
(Recognized Service Organizations). 

• For Life Skills and Transition Center 
(Chaplain Pastor Seter). 

• Campus Ministries at UND (Pastor 
Suelzle) and NDSU (Pastor Schulz). 

• Struggling rural churches (financial 
and declining membership) and pastors 
bearing the burden of shepherding God's 
people in the rural setting. 

Do you have a prayer request you would like to see added to this list? 
Send it to news@nodaklcms.org for inclusion in the next edition of the eNews.  

District Mission Spotlight 
*Chile Partnership* 

Since 2015, our ND District has been in partnership with the Iglesia Luterana Confesional 

de Chile (Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile). The ND District Convention voted to 

provide $25,000 a year to support the Maule Region Mission located in Constitucion and 

Talca, along with Pastor Adrian Ventura and Pastor Omar Kinas, their missionaries. In May 

2018, President Arie Bertsch and Tami Ulland were in Chile to see what our mission dollars 

are achieving and to attend the Foro (Pastor’s Conference).  President Arie also joined in a 

couple of church worship services. President Arie and Tami are available to talk about our 

Chile missions at your church.  Call either office to set up a time and date.  

Congregational giving was very strong at the end of the 2018 fiscal year. In April, the Board 

of Directors voted to pay the remaining $18,778.65 of the $25,000 obligation for 2018. In 

2019 the hope is to send our support each quarter with your continued support.  

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
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Changes in the District 
Calls Being Considered 
Rev. Rick Jones is considering 
a call from Trinity Lutheran of 
Medford and Trinity Lutheran 
of Chelsea, WI.   

 
Calls Accepted/Returned 
Rev. Tim Stout accepted a call 
to serve St. Peter, Sawyer.  
 
Rev. Robert Hill returned a call to Living Faith in 
Marine City, MI. 
 
Rev. Robert Hill returned a call to Shepherd of 
the Hills, Faith, and Bingham Lutheran Churches 
of Hyannis, NE   
Ordinations/Installations 

 Vacancies/Calling Process 
• Zion, Claire City, SD, in vacancy 
• St. Peter, Hannover and Zion, New Salem: 

in vacancy, working through the self-study 
process (Rev. Dennis Voss and Rev. Kirk 
Peters) 

• St. John, Hillsboro and Trinity, Hope: in 
vacancy, preparing to extend another call 
(Rev. Deitemeyer and Rev. Dan Suelzle) 

• Our Savior, Minot - in vacancy (served by 
Intentional Interim Minister, Rev. Richard 
Davis) 

• St. Peter, Sawyer (Rev. Stout) 
• Trinity, Tolley (Rev. Brandvold) 

Called to Glory  
Parish Updates 
Retirements 

The board of Elders of Immanuel Lutheran in 
Wahpeton North Dakota has given their pastor, 

Rev. Matthew Tooman – Life Coordinator for the North Dakota District, 3 Sundays per year to 
share with LCMS North Dakota District churches.  If your church is sponsoring a life event and 
would like Pastor Tooman to share a sermon and/or a teaching time at the church or in the 
community, please contact him at looktoxp@reagan.com.   As you think about scheduling, the 
further out you schedule an event, the more flexibility in time.  
   The LCMS North Dakota District will receive fetal models from “Lutherans for Life.”  If you 
would like to use these models, please contact Pastor Matthew Tooman at 701-899-1976 to 
facilitate their use.  These are a great visual and tactile tool to teach about life in the womb.       
   As always, if you have a community event you would like to promote, please contact the 
district office directly or contact Pastor Tooman either by email:  looktoxp@reagan.com or by 
phone 701-899-1976.  

VBS offer from Immanuel, Fargo 
Anyone wishing to have decorations, 
etc. from our successful June VBS, 
CPH’s “Miraculous Mission”: we would 
like to send you our materials. Contact 
the Immanuel Lutheran Church office: 
701-293-7979 or 
Immanuel.fargo@gmail.com, and we 
will connect you with these free-to-you 
items. 

mailto:looktoxp@reagan.com
mailto:looktoxp@reagan.com
mailto:Immanuel.fargo@gmail.com
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June Installations 
Rev. Philip Beyersdorf 

was installed as Pastor 

of St. Mark’s, Minot on 

June 9th. Pastors in 

attendance (L to R): Rev. 

Dr. Matthew Richard, 

Rev. Daryl Rothchild, Rev. 

Nathan Schieber, Rev. 

Philip Beyersdorf, Rev. 

Arie Bertsch, Rev. Josh 

Reimche, Rev. Scott 

Ramey, Rev. Tim Stout.  

 

Rev. Brian Shane was ordained and 

installed as Associate Pastor at 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 

Fargo on Sunday, June 23, 2019. 

(L to R) Back row: Rev. Bernie Worral, 

Rev. Chris Brademeyer, Rev. Steve Schulz, 

Rev. Leo Deitemeyer, Rev. Clark Jahnke, 

Front row: Rev. Adam Harvala, Rev. 

Christopher Waldvogel, Rev. Brian Shane, 

Rev. Howard Shane, Rev. Arie Bertsch, and 

Rev. David Suelzle. 

 

 

DCE Susanna Danner was installed as Director of 
Christian Education at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Fargo on Sunday, June 23, 2019. 

(L to R) Rev. Arie Bertsch, DCE Danner, Rev. Steve 
Schulz, Rev. Bernie Worral 
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Zion Claire City Celebrated 125 years! 
 

Zion Lutheran Church rural Claire City, 
SD celebrated their 125th anniversary on 
June 16, 2019, at 11:00 AM. North 
Dakota District president Arie Bertsch 
was the guest preacher.  

Pictured (L to R), Rev. Arie Bertsch, Rev. Larry 

Johnson, Rev. Larry Harvala, and Rev. Paul 

Warnier 

 

 

District Staff Spotlight 

*Communication Manager, Marie Johnson 
   With a district that is so spread out, communication is key and that is what our 
Communication Manager’s job handles.  Marie gathers information to compose the District 
eNews, the Lutheran Witness supplement, the District website and our social media accounts 
(Facebook.com/nodaklcms and Twitter @nodaklcms).  If you have news of events in our 
District, please email her at news@nodaklcms.org by the 25th of the month for publication the 
following month.   

*Director of Biblical Finance, Ed Bean     

   Ed Bean serves the District as the Director of Biblical Finance.  He conducts educational 
seminars for young families focusing in the areas of child guardianship and minor’s trusts.  
Presentations are also given on “Preparing for Eternity” with a focus on the end of earthly life 
and distribution of material blessings to family and ministries.  Ed assists families in establishing 
wills and estate plans and assists congregations with establishing and managing endowment 
funds. If you would like to visit with Ed on any of the above issues, call him at 701-261-9687. 

Harrison elected to fourth term as LCMS president 

The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, 

having received 51.76 percent of the 

votes cast, is the president-elect of 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod (LCMS) for a fourth term of 

office, 2019–2022. 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/harrison-

elected-to-fourth-term-as-lcms-

president 

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/harrison-elected-to-fourth-term-as-lcms-president
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/harrison-elected-to-fourth-term-as-lcms-president
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/harrison-elected-to-fourth-term-as-lcms-president
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Helpful Services Available 
Consider the following services available from people of the North Dakota District. Do you provide a service that you would like 

to advertise in the eNews? Contact Marie at news@nodaklcms.org today.  
 

ND Pastors…looking for a biblical sermon hymn?  
I wrote three separate hymnbooks using the scripture from each Sunday’s scripture readings...Series A, 

B, and C, with Series A & C including extra hymns and texts from Psalms, Proverbs, & favorite scripture 

Pastors like to use when preaching outside the pericopes. Cost: $10 @ plus $2-shipping...(can be viewed 

at my website-pastorlylekath.com hashtag conquering cancer through faith in Christ). Email me if 

interested: ljkath@midco.net - God’s peace and blessings to you and your ministry, Pastor Lyle Kath, 

Associate Pastor, Immanuel, Wahpeton, ND 

Have a book which needs repairing?  Want to have something printed and bound?  Contact 
Rev. Zelwyn Heide on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/heidebook/ or send him an email at 
zelwyn.heide@gmail.com for a quote. 
 

Hymnus Tree 

LOOKING FOR LUTHERAN MERCHANDISE AND CUSTOM PRINTING? 

Hymnus Tree (located in Underwood) offers unique Lutheran gifts 

that are great for Confirmations, Baptisms, Weddings, and more. 

Are you looking for custom shirts or coffee mugs for your church? 

Do you have other special merchandise printing needs? We can 

help! Wholesale pricing available. Contact Alisha Schieber by email 

info@thehymnustree.com or on their website 

www.thehymnustree.com (Alisha is the wife of Pastor Schieber in 

Underwood) 

Your Church History is important to the LCMS Synod and District office. 
Is your church overflowing with papers and materials from the past 125 years?  What should be 
kept and what should be sent to our archive in the District office in Fargo?  There is a website 

that you can go to – and see what to do with your records.  The website is 
https://concordiahistoricalinstitute.org/category/information-sheets/  and there are different 

topics of what to do with your church records.   
There are many church files here in the District vault that contain no historical information.  

Some have information written in German (anyone read German?)  Others have pictorial 

directories from past years and anniversary booklets.  This fall there will be a carload of 

information taken down to St. Louis to the Concordia Historical Institute from the District office. 

So please check with Vicki on what is needed. You can call the office 701-293-9001 Monday 

through Thursday or email her anytime at fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com.  Thanks for your help 

in updating our archives both in the District and in St. Louis. 

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
https://www.facebook.com/heidebook/
mailto:zelwyn.heide@gmail.com
mailto:info@thehymnustree.com
http://www.thehymnustree.com/
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Camps are in Full Swing! 
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads is in full swing with camps happening every 

week. We are still on the look-out for someone to help out in the kitchen. If you 

are available or know someone that could help out, Please, let us know! 

There are a few camps left if you would still like to attend. You can register either 

by mail or online at www.shretreat.org.   

This summer, our theme is “A Great Cloud of Witnesses” from Hebrews 12:1-2.  From the 

testimony of Scripture and the gathering of the saints to the Lord’s Table, we are surrounded by 

a great cloud of saints. 

Join us for our annual Charitable Golf Outing! 

We will gather at Rolla Country Club (4673 - 102nd St. NE, Rolla, ND) and enjoy a day on the 

links. We kick off this best ball scramble with a prayer at 1 pm. Your $65 registration fee covers 

golf fees and a steak dinner at the Retreat following. Please join us for this fun-filled afternoon! 

Anniversary Celebration – Thank you! 

Thank you for celebrating 

with us on Saturday, June 

29, 2019, as we celebrated 

three special anniversaries at 

Shepherd’s Hill at the 

Crossroads. The Crossroads 

location was opened 45 

years ago with the Chapel 

building complex dedication 

40 years ago. Shepherd’s Hill Retreats, Inc. began 25 years ago.   Praise God for all the work He 

has done through the ministry of Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads. If you were unable to join 

us, call today to schedule your visit! We would be happy to 

show you around. 

We have other events scheduled for this fall, including our 

Annual Quilt, Craft, and Culinary Arts Auction on September 

14th.  

We are almost ready to start sending out regular updates to 

supporters. If you would like to be included in the email newsletter updates, please send a quick 

email to news@shretreat.org to be added to that list.  A fuller update will be sent out monthly to 

anyone who signs up. 

Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads | Rev. Jon Bonine, Executive Director 
director@shretreat.org | shretreat.org | Facebook.com/shretreat 

http://www.shretreat.org/
mailto:news@shretreat.org
mailto:director@shretreat.org
http://shretreat.org/
http://facebook.com/shretreat
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July Update 
“Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is 

heard through the word of Christ.” Romans 10:17  With this in 

mind, please continue to share information about our LCMS 

“Main Street Living” media ministry with others. MSLN is 

broadcast each Sunday morning - and also available every day 

at www.mainstreetliving.com (then click on the link under the 

picture identified as “North (Fargo)”). 

Thank you for your much needed financial support! Checks 

may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by 

Credit Card or your PayPal account on the web site. God’s blessing in Christ! 

“Main Street Living North” Programs for July 2019:  

July 7:  ADJUSTED SCHEDULE TODAY: Because the FOX Network will be airing a sports 

program this forenoon, we decided not to record a new worship service for today. The 

WDAY/XTRA stations will be airing a re-broadcast of the worship service from last year’s 4th 

Sunday after Pentecost led by Rev. Sean Daenzer, Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Bend, 

ND, and Peace Lutheran Church, Barney, ND. This can be seen at 10:00 am Central Time 

(9:00 am Mountain). The sermon is entitled: “A Church Full of Hypocrites” based on Luke 

15:1-32. Today’s “This Is The Life” program is: “The Reluctant Witness.” 

July 14:  Rev. Dr. Karl Weber, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Ottertail, MN, and St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church, Richville, MN, presents the message: “The Good Samaritan” 

based on Luke 10:25-37. Today’s “This Is The Life” program is: “Harriett’s Wedding Day.” 

July 21:  Rev. Sean Daenzer, Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Bend, ND, and Peace 

Lutheran Church, Barney, ND, presents the message: “Our Callings” based on I Kings 

19:11-21 & Luke 5:1-11. Today’s This Is The Life program is: “Tragedy Near a Small Town.”  

July 28:  Rev. Bernie Worral, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND, presents the 

message: “For the Sake of a Few” based on Genesis 18:25. Today’s “This Is The Life” 

program is: “Spite.”  

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute 

Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials).  Programs 

are broadcast at 9:00 am Central time on the following FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 15.1, KBRR 

Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, AND at 

10:00am Central (9:00 am Mountain) on the following WDAY & affiliate Xtra Channels: WDAY Xtra Channel 

6.3 Fargo-Moorhead, WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 Grand Forks, KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 Bismarck/Dickinson, and KMCY 

Xtra Channel 14.3 Minot/Williston – as well as the cable and satellite systems carrying these stations, some of 

which may have a different channel number, and archived on www.mainstreetliving.com (then click on “North 

(Fargo)”.  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7f90331f1c6946de9be908d6f00f35c5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636960345461205408&sdata=FnnsSP6Qb1cQnti6YXX2lQaZ8NibPfPlezgpOY4Fp7k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7f90331f1c6946de9be908d6f00f35c5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636960345461225425&sdata=mTU9MHcZchH%2F1IuWwodBwKpshWf31TEA4I%2BRWz8F56M%3D&reserved=0
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Follow convention news wherever you are 
Whether you’re attending or not, you 
can easily keep up with all the news 
related to the 67th Regular Convention 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS), July 20–25 in Tampa, 
Fla. Here’s how to be informed before, 
during, and after the convention. 

Before 
Everything you need to know about 
convention business is contained in 
the Convention Workbook and its 
accompanying booklet, Biographical 

Synopses & Statements of Nominees. Read and download both at lcms.org/convention. 

During 
   The opening Divine Service and all convention sessions will be live-streamed and archived at 
lcms.org/convention/livestream. For a detailed schedule, see lcms.org/convention. All 
times are Eastern Daylight Time. 
   Shortly after a live stream ends, the archived video will be available for viewing. Also, news 
stories will be posted to the Reporter website (reporter.lcms.org) throughout the convention, 
and nightly video recaps will be available at lcms.org/convention. 
   Subscribers to LCMS News, the Synod’s free email news service, will receive daily updates 
with links to new stories and video recaps. To subscribe, visit lcms.org/reporter-signup. 
   KFUO will broadcast live updates and interviews throughout the convention. Follow KFUO’s 
convention coverage at kfuo.org and facebook.com/KFUORadio. 
   Finally, up-to-the-minute convention updates will also be shared on the Synod’s official 
convention Facebook and Twitter accounts at facebook.com/LCMSConvention and 
twitter.com/LCMSConvention. To join the conversation, use the official convention hashtag, 
#JoyfullyLutheran when you share convention-related posts on social media. 

After 
   Archived convention video will be available for viewing at 
lcms.org/convention/livestream. 
   All stories posted during the convention will continue to be available at reporter.lcms.org. 
   An extended recap of the convention’s actions will be published in the August print edition of 
The Lutheran Witness and posted online at witness.lcms.org.  
In the days and weeks following the convention, tune in to KFUO (listen to 850 AM in the St. 
Louis metro area and worldwide at kfuo.org) for continuing convention-related news and 
interviews. 

Posted first on the LCMS.org website (https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/follow-convention-news-
wherever-you-are) on June 13, 2019 

http://lcms.org/convention
http://lcms.org/convention/livestream
http://lcms.org/convention
http://reporter.lcms.org/
http://lcms.org/convention
http://lcms.org/reporter-signup
http://kfuo.org/
http://facebook.com/KFUORadio
http://facebook.com/LCMSConvention
http://twitter.com/LCMSConvention
http://lcms.org/convention/livestream
http://reporter.lcms.org/
http://witness.lcms.org/
http://kfuo.org/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/follow-convention-news-wherever-you-are/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/follow-convention-news-wherever-you-are/
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The stewardship conference you need. 

Led by Synod’s Stewardship Director Rev. Heath Curtis and Assistant Director Rev. Dr. Nathan Meador, 

this conference will equip pastors and laity to think biblically and “Lutheranly” about financial stewardship 

in its broader context. 

MORE THAN GIVING 

A DOXOLOGY Conference on Stewardship 

Sponsored by 

The LCMS Office of National Mission 

and 

Iowa District West 

August 16-17, 2019 

LCMS Camp Okoboji in Milford, Iowa 

Your team or a committee from your church will bring home: 

1. A fresh view of the undergirding theology of stewardship 

2. A candid overview of the financial challenges facing most churches large and small 

3. A preview of quality resources available 

4. Practical tools for stewardship flowing from the presence of Christ through His means of grace. 

5. The “More Than Giving” event concludes with a planning session preparing each congregational 

team to return home, having designed a year-round stewardship action plan and strategies tailored to its 

own unique setting. 

Program Cost: $30 (includes the program fee and instructional materials.) 

Registration: Visit https://www.doxology.us/2019-more-than-giving-ia-insight/  

Food & Lodging cost: Conference food and lodging options at Camp Okoboji range from $65-75 per 

person. The fee includes Friday’s lunch and supper as well as Saturday’s breakfast. 

Please contact Kellie Jones at Camp Okoboji before August 7th to reserve and pay for food & lodging. 

712-337-3325 

Individuals staying at the Camp may check-in beginning at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, August 13th. Lunch will 

be served at noon. The program event opens at 1:00 p.m. on Friday and will conclude Saturday, before 

lunch.  

Location: Camp Okoboji, 1531 Edgewood Dr, Milford, IA 51351 

Event registration open through August 6th, 2019 
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Active Stewardship in the Rural Parish   

Where I serve, people are conservative. I don’t mean that they watch Fox News 
and listen to Rush Limbaugh (although plenty of them do). I’m talking about the 
deep-down conservatism that always asks the question, “Pastor, if we’ve been 
doing it this way for so many years, why would you ask us to change? Is the 
risk of messing up what’s been working just fine really worth whatever little 
marginal gain you think your new way of doing things will give us?”  
That question may not always be put into so many words, but after 13 years in 
rural ministry, I’ve learned that that’s what people are thinking pretty much any 
time I make a suggestion for doing something new or different in our church. 
And I’ve come to appreciate the question. People are most conservative about 
the things they know best — and for good reason. Human life is short, and we 
humans are slow learners. The traditions we’ve been given by previous generations represent the 
distilled wisdom of the ages. So it’s a good question.  
But wisdom, alas, is not the only thing handed down by our fathers, nor is it the only thing we are 
preparing to hand down to our children. If we’re not careful, we can also pass on our bad ideas, our lazi-
ness, and our mistakes.  
So, to turn to the topic at hand, how are things in your congregation financially? How’s the stewardship 
of the people? Do you find yourself running short in the summer months? Do you run bulletin 
announcements asking people to dig a little deeper and put a little more in the plate to catch up to the 
budget in October, November, and December? Do you worry about closing the school, cutting a staff 
position, getting the roof fixed, or even being able to afford your own pastor?  
I get around the Synod a lot, and I can tell you that I’ve rarely found a rural parish that doesn’t struggle 
with things like that. Indeed, that’s how I got into stewardship ministry in the first place: I had to face 
those challenges in the parishes I still serve.  
So if what we’re doing is not working out, maybe it is time to learn and change. Maybe there are deeper, 
even more conservative traditions to follow when it comes to our stewardship: instructions from God’s 
Word on how to be active, faithful, generous, Gospel-centered stewards of God’s good and gracious 
gifts.  
I hope you can join me for a webinar on this topic in July. I’ll talk about what really works for 
stewardship in the rural parish (or any parish, really): putting the Word of God first, finding stewardship’s 
place in the Christian life and the theological task of the Lutheran pastor, and teaching generosity and 
the support of the Lord’s work in a faithful, authentic, natural way. 
 

Contributed through the LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission monthly newsletter by Rev. Heath 
Curtis, Coordinator of LCMS Stewardship  

Upcoming RSTM Events… 

Don’t forget that Rural & Small Town Mission provides free monthly webinars on topics relevant to congregations in 

town and country settings. Up next is “Active Stewardship in the Rural Parish” on July 25, followed by “The 
No- Casserole Illness and How the Church Can Respond” on Aug. 22. Find past webinars in our archives.  

Register for one of our Engaging Your Community (EYC) or Engaging the Wandering (ETW) events at lcms.org/ 
rstm. These partner events offer practical resources and communication skills for reaching out to our wandering 

members and our communities with Christ’s love. Contact your district office or ours if you are interested in holding 

an event near you.  
Register now for the 2019 National Rural & Small Town Mission Conference, Running With Endurance: Eyes Fixed 

On Jesus, Nov. 14–16 in Minneapolis. lcms.org/rstm/conference   
To see our calendar, visit lcms.org/rstm. Contact our office at 888-463-5127 or rstm@lcms.org. 
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Speaker: Donna Pyle 

Luncheon Speaker: Becky Grossmann, Lutheran Bible Translators 

LWML News: 
Fall Retreat - September 20-22, 2019 - Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads 

Guest Speaker: Donna Pyle  -  More details above ^ 

District Convention 2020 - June 26-28, 2020 - Delta Hotel in Fargo 

Theme: “Great is the Lord” from Psalm 145:1-3: I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever 

and ever. Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 

praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.  |  Keynote speaker: Jan Struck  |  Mission speaker: Rev. Dr. 

Robert Roegner  |  Songleader and Saturday night entertainment: Wendysue Fluegge 

Please consider sharing names of pastors in our district who you think would be good as a junior pastoral counselor 

and would be willing to be on the ballot in June 2020. Share any names with Nomination Committee, 

nominating@ndlwml.org.  LCMS District President Bertsch will approve the list of names.  The LWML ND Board of 

Directors will then vote in November to select two to be on the ballot in June 2020. 

Now is time to start preparing a Mission Grant Proposal. The proposals for 
consideration at the 2020 convention need to be submitted by September 30, 
2019. The form is available on the LWML North Dakota District website 
(http://www.ndlwml.org) under the Mission Grant tab. 

LWML Convention 2021 — Lexington, Kentucky — June 24–27 

mailto:nominating@ndlwml.org
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LWML Sets 2019–2021 Mission Goal at $2.1 Million 

ST. LOUIS, June 24, 2019 — The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) welcomed 3104 people 
with 691 as first-timers to the LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, June 20–23, 2019, under the theme 
"In Praise to the LORD!” The convention theme was based on 1 Chronicles 16:23–24a. 

Delegates to the 38th Biennial Convention of the LWML adopted a $2,100,000 mission goal for the 2019–
2021 biennium. This goal, by the grace of God, will fund 21 mission grants as men and women respond 
in prayer and offerings during the next two years. LWML chose to support the following mission grants, 
pledging their support with prayers and mites (offerings) given over the next biennium: 
1. Water and the Word for Rural Schools in Kenya, $80,000 
2. Teach Me Too–Preschoolers with Learning Needs in Austin (LSEM), $100,000 
3. Mission Outreach for At-Risk Young Women in Africa, $100,000 
4. God’s Grace for This Generation (LAMP), $100,000 
5. God’s Word Changes Everything (LBT), $95,000 
6. Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus for Guatemala, $100,000 
7. Restoring Hope for Detroit Children and Families, $100,000 
8. Lights for Christ Scholarships in Guatemala,$95,000 
9. Wind River Indian Reservation Transportation at Fort Washakie in Wyoming, $40,000 
10. Ministry in Motion at Trinity in Mobile, AL, $58,000 
11. Touching the Living Word (LBW), $100,000 
12.Women’s Witness and Mercy Asia —Mission Central, $100,000 
13. Digital Media Development (LFL), 30,000 
14. Hope and Healing Hub of Downtown Lincoln, NE, $50,000 
15. Pre- and Post-Seminary Training for Local Church Workers in Africa, $62,650 
16. Preparing Leaders for Tomorrow (LCMS School Ministries), $80,000 
17. Christ for You, Anytime, Anywhere (KFUO Radio), $60,000 
18. Sri Lanka Multipurpose Building Construction,$50,000 
19. Making Jesus Known in the United States Ethnic Communities at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, 
$100,000 
20. Music Outreach, Classes, and Resources on the Border in El Paso, TX, $98,400 
21. LCMS Deaconess Ministry (LCMS Office of International Mission), $39,523 

The voting body elected the following to serve as officers, Counselor, and nominating committee: 
President - Debbie Larson, Rocky Mountain District (Formerly from the North Dakota District) 
Vice President of Organizational Resources - Marie Chow, Washington-Alaska District 
Vice President of Special Focus Ministries - Deaconess Betty Knapp, North Wisconsin District 
Treasurer - Karla Koehler           Junior Pastoral Counselor - Rev. Brian B. Noack, Atlantic District 
Nominating Committee - Sylvia Bean, Rocky Mountain District, Carrie Brumbaugh, Wyoming District,  
Mary Harrington, North Wisconsin District, Crysta Miller, Nebraska North District, Brianne Stahlecker, 
Nebraska South District  

Lastly, LWML President Patti Ross unveiled the new LWML Mite Box design. The design was shared 
during the President's report and was also shared via LWML social media channels and Livestream. For 
more information on convention highlights, visit www.lwml.org/2019-convention. Lutheran Women's 

Missionary League (LWML) is the official women's auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Since 1942, 

the LWML has focused on affirming each woman's relationship with Christ, encouraging and equipping women to 
live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries, and to support global missions. LWML news releases are 

available at www.lwml.org 

http://www.lwml.org/2019-convention


 

Page 15 of 15 
 

 

 

 

The State of the District report is now 

available on the website at 
https://www.nodaklcms.org/resources-links/documents/ 

Contact the District 
Personnel: 

Rev. Arie Bertsch 

District President 
Lcms.nd.dp@outlook.com 

1010 72nd St. SE 

Minot, ND 58701 

Office: 701 852-3928 

Cell: 701 720-2232 

Blenda Dahlien 
DP Administrative Assistant 
Lcms.nd.aa@outlook.com 

Office: 701-509-2889 

Cell: 701-509-2790 

Tami Ulland 
Business Manager and LCEF ND 

District Vice President 
Lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com 

Cell: 701-360-1469 

Vicki Peihl 
Fargo Office Manager 

fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com 

PO Box 9029, Fargo, ND, 58106 
For UPS and FedEx only: 

2601 – 23rd Avenue SW 

Fargo, ND 58103 

Phone: 701-293-9001 
Fax: 701-293-9022 

 

Ed Bean 

Director of Biblical Finance 

edbean@cableone.net 

PO Box 9029 

Fargo, ND 58106 
Phone: 701-261-9687 

 
Marie Johnson 

District Communications Manager 

news@nodaklcms.org 

Hazen, ND 

Phone: 701-220-6386 

https://www.nodaklcms.org/resources-links/documents/
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