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DESIRING THAT ALL MIGHT BE SAVED, OUR MISSION IS TO ENCOURAGE THE MAKING AND NURTURING OF 
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH WORD AND SACRAMENT MINISTRY. 

District Vision 

Witness Mercy 

 Planting and Revitalizing Congregations  

                                            (Rev. Zelwyn Heide) 
• Working on a new website.  

Lutheran Education (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area?  
 

International Mercy Care (Rev. Rick Jones) 

• Overseeing relationship with Kenya 
• Overseeing relationship with Chile 

Local Mercy Care (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area? 

Life Together Ordained and Commissioned Ministers (Rev. Clark Jahnke) 

• MARK YOUR CALENDARS - PRELENT RETREAT for all the pastors of our 

District – January 6-7, 2020, in Bismarck.  Rev. Bernie Worral of 

Immanuel, Fargo, will present on Hebrews 11. 

Youth /Young Adults (Pat Sebastian and Rev. Jon Bonine) 
• Work with the District LYF officers as they plan and lead events. 

• Synod Teen Leadership Training, St. Louis, MO–March 12-15, 2020 

• National Youth Gathering (Huston, TX 2022) 

• Promote Synod training opportunities - new Synod Office of 
National Mission conference spring 2020 and  "NATIONAL" summer 2021 

• Summer LYF Gathering for grades 9 & up 

• Fall Youth Gathering for grades 6 & up 

Stewardship (Rev. Dan Voth) 
• Presentation to the Pastors’ Conference on new fundraising 

initiative for the District.  

  Life Coordinator (Rev. Matthew Tooman) 
• If your North Dakota District LCMS church is hosting a "LIFE" 

event, please let your District Life Coordinator know.  We can help get the 
word out! (www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html)  

Will you serve in one of 

these vacant areas? 

Let President Bertsch 

know that you are 

interested! 
(Contact info is located on the last 

page of this eNews) 

 

http://www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html
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A Message from the District President… 

Thanks for being Born Again! 
     Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

     While growing up, I always knew that I was a Christian, a child of God.  I remember 

when I ventured out from my home and community, I had the questions asked of me, 

“Are you a born again Christian?” or “When were you born again?”  I was confused.  It 

caused me to question if I had missed something in my Christian upbringing in the church.  It also caused 

me to dig deeper to see if what I had been taught was wrong or something was left out. 

     Actually, there should be no question as to what the phrase “born again” means.  It is accurately defined 

and explained in God’s Word.  It is amazing, therefore, that within Christendom (all Christian 

denominations), there has developed some confusion as to the meaning of the phrase. 

     

     The confusion is in the question, “Are you a born 

again Christian?”  The Bible speaks of “born again” as a 

conversion.  In other words, they are synonyms.  If a 

person is born again, then that person is a Christian.  If 

that person is a Christian, then they are born again.  The 

two are identical.  The question implies that you can’t 

be a Christian without being born again.  Or it implies 

that you are a Christian, but you are missing something 

called “born again.” 

     In John 3:3-6, and also in 1 Peter 1:3, 23, we are 

taught that born again is an opposite of unbelief.  The 

difference is between born of the flesh (which gives 

birth to death) and born of the Spirit (which gives birth 

to life).  The born of the Spirit is an everlasting life 

which comes from God.  The point is that the flesh 

cannot give birth to something spiritual; therefore, if we 

are to have the kingdom of heaven, it must come from 

God; His work on you either by the Word of God or by 

the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.  Thus for a Lutheran, 

when we hear the phrase “born again," we should 

mention the day we, and or when we heard the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ and believed what it said was our 

salvation through Him.   

     When someone asks you the question “Are you a 

born again Christian?” they are generally saying or 

meaning that your faith is dependent upon a moving 

experience that you had and or when you gave yourself, 

chose, or decided for Christ.  In other words, if you 

haven’t had a moving experience or feeling, you may 

not be a saved Christian.  

 

      While it is true that there are levels of maturity and 

degrees of commitment among Christians, that should 

not be confused with the simple matter of belief or 

conversion.  Everyone who believes in Jesus’ work on 

the cross for the payment of their sins, regardless of 

how weak their faith may be, has been born again.   

    Never forget, faith is always a gift of God.  As 

Ephesians 2:8-9 clearly tells us, “For it is by grace you 

have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is a gift of God—not by works, so that no 

one can boast.”  If faith is produced by our feelings, a 

result of our feelings, or a date that we say we accepted, 

chose, or decided for Christ to be “born again” then it 

becomes a work of our own instead of a work and gift 

of God by the work of the Holy Spirit working through 

the Means of Grace of Word and Sacrament.  

     So, the next time you are asked “Are you a born 

again Christian?” say, “Yes” Then give them the date of 

your Baptism; which was God’s work on you and His 

promise to you that you have been connected to Christ 

death and resurrection and read to them Romans 6:3-6: 

“Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  We were 

therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.   If we have been united with Him like this in His 

death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His 

resurrection.” 

This is truly something to be thankful for this 

Thanksgiving! 

Your servant in Christ, 

President Arie Bertsch  
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In Our Prayers 
• Prayers of Thanksgiving for our 

Congregations and North Dakota District 
as we continue in our convention theme 
of Unity in Christ through Baptism, 
Confession, and Missions. 

• The family of Rev. Reynold (Ray) 
Petersen as he received his Crown in 
Glory.  He served as pastor at 
Bethlehem/St. John’s of Upham and 
Newburg, ND at one time.  Our comfort is 
the Lord takes His saints from the Church 
Militant to be the saints in the Church 
Triumphant.    

• Rev. Alan Eppen: Prayers of thanks to 
God for guiding the surgeon’s hand with 
open-heart surgery and for the caring 
hands of nurses as he recovers from 
open-heart surgery on September 8th. 
Especially prayers of God’s healing hand 
upon him so that he may be about the 
things God has given him to do. Also, 
pray for Rev. Pat O’Brien as he will lead 
worship until Rev. Eppen has recovered. 

 We also remember in prayer… 
• Vicar Richard Dailey (Bethel and 

Shepherd of the Valley, Bismarck), and 
Vicar Christopher Durham (Zion, 
Bismarck).  

• Martha Semanko (From Immanuel, 
Fargo) DCE Internship in Colorado.  

• Lutheran Schools, homeschools, 
universities, and seminaries, and all 
who teach and learn in them.  

• Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison  
• For all those serving in the military, 

especially those of the LCMS, and for our 
LCMS Chaplains, including ND Pastor 
Tim Stout 

• Vice-presidents: Rev. Kirk Peters (west) 
and Rev. Steve Schulz (east). 

• Struggling rural churches  
• Kenya Africa - Christ’s Care for 

Children/Project 24 
• Iglesia Luterana Confessional de 

Chile in Santiago, Chile and Pastor 
Omar Kinas 

• Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads, 
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch and 
Orphan Grain Train our RSOs 

• For Life Skills and Transition Center 
• Campus Ministries  
• Kenya Africa - Christ’s Care for 

Children/Project 24  
• Iglesia Luterana Confessional de 

Chile in Santiago, Chile and Pastor 
Omar Kinas  

• Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads, 
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch and 
Orphan Grain Train our RSOs  

• For Life Skills and Transition Center  
• Campus Ministries   

Do you have a prayer request you would like to see added to this list? 
Send it to news@nodaklcms.org for inclusion in the next edition of the eNews.  

Mercy Meals of North Dakota is planning a packing 

event at Immanuel, Fargo on Saturday, Nov. 9th, from 1 pm to 4 pm. 
    Mercy Meals will provide the supplies and the training to mix, weigh, 
seal, and pack nutritious meals to be used for humanitarian aid for the 
children of Liberia, Africa. Volunteers will be able to participate in a 
“hands-on” way in sharing Christ's love with fellow Christians through 
food and acts of encouragement.  

    Come for an hour or come for the whole afternoon.  Please consider giving generously of your time 
and efforts in making this mission event a reality. 

For more information, please contact Pastor Schulz (701-293-7979). 

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
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Changes in the District 
Vacancies/Calling Process 
Zion, Claire City, SD, in vacancy – A call has 

been extended with Zion, Brown Valley, MN 

to Rev. Paul Weisenborn, Bunceton, MO. 

(Served by MN North District) 

 

St. Peter, Hannover and Zion, 

New Salem: Rev. Zelwyn 

Heide, Belfield, and Grassy 

Butte, ND accepted the call. 

(served by Rev. Dennis Voss 

and Rev. Kirk Peters). 

Trinity, Tolley (served by Rev. Brandvold)  

 Calls Accepted/Returned 
Rev. Heath Trampe from Faith Lutheran, York, 
NE, has accepted a call to Our Savior in Minot. 
(Installation November 10th, 3 pm) 
 
 

Calls Being Considered 
Called to Glory 
Rev. Reynold (Ray) Petersen – He served as 
pastor at Bethlehem/St. John’s of Upham and 
Newburg, ND at one time.   

Parish Updates 
Retirements 

October Installation 

 
Rev. Allen Kramp was installed at St. John, Hillsboro & Trinity, Hope, on Sunday, October 6, 2019.  

Pictured from L to R; Back Row: Rev. Daniel Suelzle, Rev. Steve Schultz, Rev. Leo Dietemeyer, Rev. 
Bernie Worral, Rev. Adam Harvala, Rev. Brian Shane.  

Middle Row: Rev. Dave Suelzle, Rev. Richard Biberdorf, Rev. Dennis Neels, Rev. Chris Waldvogel, Rev. 
Dan Voth, Rev. Clark Jahnke.  

Front Row: Rev. Allen Kramp and Rev. Arie Bertsch, District President.  
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You Are Cordially Invited to an  

Installation Service  
for  

Rev. Heath Trampe  
at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 3705 11th St. SW, Minot, North Dakota 58701 

Sunday, November 10, 2019 
At 3:00 p.m. Central Time 
Fellowship time to follow installation.  

  Clergy are invited to process.  Please bring vestments (red stole). 

$1,000 LCEF SCHOLARSHIPS for LCMS high school seniors & college 

students Scholarships, each in the amount of $1,000, will be awarded to at least one 
applicant from each district in the LCEF Central Region. Learn more at 

lcefcentral.org/scholarships  

**The application deadline is January 31, 2020 ** 

Dr. Becky Grossmann, from Lutheran Bible Translators, spoke with 
various district congregations in September. If you would like to 
partner with Becky and her mission work, give here: 
http://us.lbt.org/project/becky-grossmann/ Giving ID: Grossmann 
ministry 463 OR call LBT Toll-Free: 800-532-4253. 

Why PartnerPLUS? 
PartnerPLUS is a fixed-rate term note for those 

who wish to invest even more into the future of 

the LCMS and its Christ-Centered ministries. Earn 

2.5% on amounts up to $50,000 for the two-year 

term note and 3.0% on amounts up to $50,000 

for the four-year term note. Available to LCMS 

individuals, organizations, congregations and 

Individual Retirement Account investments. Minimum of $500 to get started. Contact your district vice 

president, Tami Ulland, 701-360-1469, to learn more.  

LCEF is a non-profit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank 
deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and 
sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. 
Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. The 
State of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington 
State from opening a new investment unless they are already an LCEF investor and 18 years or older. 
PartnerPLUS is available to investors 18 and older. New money only. Rates as of Oct. 2019. Balance 
restrictions apply. Visit lcef.org for details. 
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The North Dakota District has adopted a new model for funding the missions of the District. It’s 
completely Voluntary. It is very simple. Introducing —  
Every baptized member of the Body of Christ in your 
congregation, from the newest baby baptized to the oldest 
member is involved. This funding model is based on the 
belief that "there is power and strength in many giving a 
little." Loving our neighbor includes caring for their spiritual 
well-being. This is why the need exists for God’s people to 
come together in support of missions that are bearing 

kingdom fruit. In addition to 
each congregation’s regular 
giving to the District, the 1-1-1 
funds will stay in the District and support the missions of the District, such 
as Christ Care of Children, Kenya, Main Street Living, Wittenberg Lutheran 
Chapel, UND; Iglesia Luterana de Chile; and others. God’s generosity is not 
lacking! The gifts are there. Where the Word of God is taught in its truth 
and purity, and the Sacraments are administered according to their 
institution by Christ, there are ample resources to do this ministry. Look for 
a special collection box and brochure with more information in your church! 

Greetings from 

Shepherd’s Hill at the 

Crossroads 

It is a quiet fall here with the cold 

and snow trying to settle in already.  

It won’t be long before Christmas is 

here.  If you are looking for a place 

to gather with family or friends, don’t 

forget that we have plenty of space 

for you to celebrate.  If you are 

looking for a basecamp for ice 

fishing, a warm toasty cabin is a 

great place to return after a day on 

the ice.  Call to schedule and reserve 

a cabin for your stay in the Turtle 

Mountains! 

In January, we will have the Men’s 

Retreat, and February brings a return 

of the Couple’s Retreat.  We will have 

additional events happening, keep an 

eye out here or on our website for 

more information! 

Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads 

Rev. Jon Bonine, Executive Director 

director@shretreat.org | shretreat.org 

Facebook.com/shretreat 

Crosspointe member 
honored in her vocation 
as a teacher 
Jessica Brandt, a member at 

Crosspointe, Fargo, was one of five 

finalists for North Dakota’s 2020 

Teacher of the Year award. 

Jessica Brandt is a Title I English 
and reading teacher at Central Cass Public School in Casselton. 
She works with students who need extra assistance in reading. 
One of her writing exercises is called Hot Dog Mummy, a 
project-based learning effort in which students are responsible 
for mummifying a hot dog, building a small pyramid, and 
writing an essay about the process. 

“I work extremely hard at showing kids that no matter what 
their reading level is, there are a plethora of books that they 
can find to keep their interest and to understand and enjoy 
reading,” Brandt wrote in her Teacher of the Year application. 
“They gain confidence, see success, and the transformation of 
becoming an avid reader begins.” 

Hearing from her students and their families about the 
students’ growing interest in reading is a thrill, Brandt wrote. 

“I love the emotions I see and hear from a child or a parent 
when the student starts to read at home, in the car, during free 
time, or for no reason other than enjoyment,” she wrote. “That 
is when I know that what I am doing is making a difference in 
the life of my students, and there is no feeling better than 
that.” 
 

mailto:director@shretreat.org
http://shretreat.org/
http://facebook.com/shretreat
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November Update 
Thanksgiving! As it’s been a while, I’d like to briefly mention 

those who specifically do the work of getting our MAIN STREET 

LIVING programs on the air. First, we thank the pastors of our 

Minnesota North & North Dakota LCMS congregations for taking 

the extra time and effort to have their services ready several 

months in advance and driving to our recording locations. Thanks 

also to the congregations who serve as our recording sites. Most of 

the time, the recording is done at Immanuel, Fargo, with a once a 

year recording at Immanuel, Grand Forks, and once a year in western ND, where we’ve recorded at 

both Messiah, Mandan, and Bethel, Bismarck.  

Jay Schaefer, a member of Immanuel, Fargo, continues to do all of the technical work (recording, 

editing, and getting the programs to the TV stations and our MSL website. Courtney Solberg, also a 

member at Immanuel, has been assisting recently with set up and running the Teleprompter. And Ken 

Koehler from St. Andrew, West Fargo, continues to coordinate our MSL North operation overall, 

including setting dates and locations for the recordings and writing the newsletter and bulletin articles, 

etc. In addition to Ken, our Lay Leadership Team continues to be Doug Schmidt (VP), Mark Jones 

(Treasurer), and Carole Borchers (Secretary). There are, of course, also others who help out in various 

ways, including those of you who financially support the programs! 

Please continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media ministry with others. 

In addition to being broadcast each Sunday morning – you can view all archived programs at any time 

at www.mainstreetliving.com (then click on the link under the picture identified as “North (Fargo).” 

Thank you for your much needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 

821-5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account on the web site. 

God’s blessing in Christ! 

“Main Street Living North” Programs for November 2019: 

November 3: Rev. Philip Beyersdorf, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Minot, ND, presents the 

message: “Saints Washed in the Blood” based on Revelation 7:9-17. The “This Is The Life” 

program is: “Cell of Hope”- Flag Washington (Lawrence Hilton-Jacobs) gets a new cellmate Jimmy 

Stricklin (Richard Dinitri) who is obnoxious. Washington, who came to Christ while in prison, is tested, 

and they come to blows. 

November 10:  Rev. Tom Marcis, Zion Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND, presents the message: 
“Life out of the rut” based on Exodus 3:1-12. The “This Is The Life” program is: “Undertow”-
Harry (David Ogden Stiers) loses his daughter to drowning. In his grief, he blames the lifeguard, Jim 
(Gil Peterson). The loss turns to anger towards Jim, who also is struggling with the loss of his wife, just 
a year earlier.  

November 17: Vicar Chris Durham, Zion Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND, presents the 
message: “Raise up your heads because your Redemption is drawing near” based on Luke 
21:5-28. The This Is The Life program is: “The Healer” -Dave Forman (Gary Collins) is a dynamic 
“faith healer” who becomes angered by the drowning death of his daughter. His grief becomes too 
great when a father asks him to heal his diabetic daughter. 

http://www.mainstreetliving.com/
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November 24: Rev. Don Fondow, MN North District President, presents the message: “Thanks 
for EVERYTHING!” based on Deuteronomy 26:11 and I Thessalonians 5:18. The This Is The Life 
program is: “Flames of Hate”-Betty Blackwood (Angie Dickenson) is stuck between the man she 
loves, Art (Ed Kemmer), and her obsessive father Nate (Edger Dearing) who disapproves of Art. But 
when they elope, her father cuts them off completely.  

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute 
Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials).  Programs 

are broadcast at 9:00 am Central time on the following FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 15.1, 
KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, 

AND at 10:00 am Central (9:00 am Mountain) on the following WDAY & affiliate Xtra Channels: WDAY Xtra 

Channel 6.3 Fargo-Moorhead, WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 Grand Forks, KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 Bismarck/Dickinson, 
and KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 Minot/Williston – as well as the cable and satellite systems carrying these stations. 

(For a list of cable & satellite stations and their channel assignments in your area, please contact your church 
office.) MSLN programs are also archived and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then 

click on “North (Fargo).”  

Immanuel Lidgerwood Celebrated 135 years!! 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Lidgerwood, ND celebrated its 135th anniversary on October 6, 2019, 
complete with a Divine Service, new handicap accessible narthex dedication, new stained glass 
windows dedication, and luncheon. We rejoice in the proclamation of Jesus Christ crucified and risen 
for the last 135 years and look forward to his continued preaching among us. 

 

 

http://www.mainstreetliving.com/
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It’s that time of year already – 
time to get registered for another 
great Higher Things Conference!  
Groups are going two different directions this summer – 

one to Colorado (June 29-July 2) and one to Michigan 

(July 21-24). There is group transportation being 

arranged for both locations, along with some fun events 

along the way!   

 Tana McKenna, Zion Lutheran’s Parish Assistant, will be handling registrations for the Michigan trip.  

You can reach Tana at Zion Lutheran through email: ziongwinner@gmail.com, phone 701-308-0411,  

or mail PO Box 118 Gwinner, ND 58040.  

 Diane Pierson, Chair of St Paul’s Board of Christian Education, will be handling registrations for the  

Colorado trip. You can reach Diane at St Paul’s Lutheran through email: 

christianed@anchoredminot.com,  phone 701-721-7844, or mail 200 Burdick Expy East Minot, ND 

58701  

If you have questions about Higher Things, please check out the Watermarked website: 

https://higherthings.org/conferences/watermarked2020/ 

If you are unable to attend one of the Higher 

Things Conferences this Summer, perhaps 

consider coming to one of the Retreats?  

This March 27-28 at St. Paul's Minot and Immanuel 

Wahpeton, we are having a Retreat titled, "What is 

Church?"  It is one retreat - two locations, with area 

North Dakota Pastors presenting.   

Picture the sanctuary filled with teenagers, eager for the 

organ to begin the opening lines of the liturgy or their 

favorite hymns, listening intently as they learn how their 

Lutheran faith applies to their lives and relationships and 

laughing as they horse around playing games and getting 

to know other youth from the area. That’s a glimpse of 

what will happen at this Higher Things Youth Retreat! 

The cost is $50 per registrant, which covers lodging, food, speaker fees, games, snacks, etc. 

To learn more, go to the following links, where you can read more about the 2-day retreats, print off 

fliers, register, and more!   

Minot: https://higherthings.org/retreat/what-is-church-minot-north-dakota-march-27-28-2019/ 

 

Wahpeton: https://higherthings.org/retreat/what-is-church-wahpeton-nd-march-27-28/   

Dare to be Lutheran! 

https://higherthings.org/conferences/watermarked2020/
https://higherthings.org/retreat/what-is-church-minot-north-dakota-march-27-28-2019/
https://higherthings.org/retreat/what-is-church-wahpeton-nd-march-27-28/
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MILESTONE CELEBRATIONS!! 
We would LOVE to celebrate with you, our congregation 

members! In years past, the North Dakota District’s supplement 

to the Lutheran Witness magazine mentioned birthdays of our 

congregation members who were 90 years or older and wedding 

anniversaries of 50 years or more. It’s time to start sharing such 

wonderful milestones again, but we need your help. Please let 

us know if anyone in your congregation has a milestone coming 

up. The articles need to be submitted about six weeks ahead of 

time so that the magazine can do the layout. By starting with 

January 2020 celebrations, articles have to be submitted to us 

by November 20, 2019.  Pictures are optional and would depend 

on available space each month. 

If you have any other articles or ideas for the Lutheran Witness 

supplement, the North Dakota District eNews, or the Message in 

the Pew, please submit to Tami at lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com, 

Vicki at fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com or Marie at 

news@nodaklcms.org.   Thank you! 

ARCHIVE NEWS Thanks to all who have called to ask about their home 

church records in the District office.  I appreciate all the offers of information for your 

church.  Ed Bean took several boxes to Concordia Historical Institute on Oct. 15, and the 

archivists were grateful for all that was sent.  If you have any information for our archives, 

please send it to PO Box 9029, Fargo, ND 58106, or bring it to our office at 2601 23rd Ave. S., 

Fargo.  Our District office is located in Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church.  Any anniversary 

books, pictorial directories, nice pictures of your church, and/or history about your church or 

pastors are welcome. You can also call Vicki at 701-293-9001 to find out what is needed from 

your church. Thanks for your continued support of our LCMS archives.   

Pre-Lent Retreat! - MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
  This Retreat is for all the pastors of our District.  It is on 
January 6-7, 2020, at Shepherd of the Valley, Bismarck.  Rev. 
Bernie Worral of Immanuel, Fargo, will present on Hebrews 11.   
  Pastor Worral has conducted previous Pre-Lenten Series studies 
on the gospel of John (2003), the Theology of the Cross (2007) 
and The Metaphors of Salvation (2013) as great ways to carry 
our congregations through the Lenten journey to the cross and 
the empty tomb.  Currently he is Senior Pastor at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in North Fargo. He has been in the pastoral 
ministry for thirty-three years, serving Immanuel, Fargo since 
1991 and previously serving in Chadron, NE after graduating 
from Concordia Seminary-St. Louis in 1986.  He has also served 
in Campus Ministry. He has four children and is married to Carolyn, a native to ND.     

More information is available on the website at: nodaklcms.org/blog/pre-lent-retreat-preparation/                                                            

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
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Christian Travelers of the North presents… 

Greece: In the Footsteps of Paul the Apostle 
Featuring a 3-night Greek Islands & Turkey cruise 

May 6-16, 2020 
Highlights – Athens, Taverna Dinner Show, 3-Night Cruise, 

Mykonos, Ephesus, Patmos, Santorini, Thessaloniki, Kavala, 

Philippi, Meteora, Delphi, Corinth, The Acropolis 

 

More information available on the website  
nodaklcms.org  

LWML ND News: District Convention 2020 - June 26-28, 2020 - Delta Hotel in Fargo 

Theme: “Great is the Lord” from Psalm 145:1-3: I will extol you, my God and King, and bless 

your name forever and ever. Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.   

Keynote speaker: Jan Struck Mission speaker: Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner  |  Song leader 

and Saturday night entertainment: Wendysue Fluegge 

The Nominating Committee is still seeking candidates for the following positions within the 

LWML North Dakota: President  |  Vice-President of Mission Grants  |  Vice-President of Human 

Care  |  Vice-President of Communication  |  Treasurer  |  Nominating Committee 

Member(chosen at Fall Rallies) 

Please, prayerfully consider this privilege and challenge. Send an email to 

nominating@ndlwml.org with any questions.  

LWML Convention 2021 — Lexington, Kentucky — June 24–27 

Tidbits from Grace Lutheran School  
 Thanks to Art Weidner for helping us plant climbing vines on the west 

side of the school building.  Before the planting, Pastor Suelzle led 

chapel on John 15:1-5 to demonstrate the spiritual connection to the 

planting of the vines outside the school. Hopefully, students will have 

a greater sense of ownership and will enjoy watching them grow.  

 Very Important Person Day will be celebrated on Wednesday, 

November 13th. Visitors will be welcomed for breakfast and encouraged to stay for chapel. Our band 

will be playing, and we will also acknowledge and thank veterans for their service to our country.  

The Christmas musical is scheduled for December 19th. There will be a program at 1:30 in the 

afternoon and another at 7 pm.   

In Christ, Susan Jahnke, Interim Principal 

mailto:nominating@ndlwml.org
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Messiah Hosts Mercy Meals Packing 
Event 
Messiah Lutheran Church, Mandan, in partnership with Mercy Meals of 

North Dakota, hosted a packing event on Saturday, November 2. 

Approximately 40 volunteers packed over 9,600 meals that will be sent to 

Liberia to feed students in 

Christian schools. On some 

days these meals of rice, soy 

protein, flavoring, dried 

vegetables and vitamins are 

the only meals a child eats. Messiah raised almost $1,300 to cover the cost of the 

meals. Mercy Meals of North Dakota provided the supplies and training in order 

to mix, weigh, seal and pack nutritious meals that will be used for humanitarian 

aid to children in Liberia.   

    Mercy Meals of ND is based out of Jamestown and has already sent over 

140,000 meals this year and anticipates sending another 170,000 before the end 

of the year.   

In cleaning out the District office, a Dalton adding 
machine was found.  If you know of a museum or a 
collector that might like it or even if you would like it, 
please contact the Fargo office by Dec. 1.  It's free to 
the first person to come to our 
office.  
The Dalton Adding Machine was 
the first patented ten-key adding 
machine and became very 
popular during its time. ... 
The machine is designed to print 
out nine-digit totals on a paper roll inserted into a 
paper tape dispenser and feed through a movable 
nine-inch carriage located just in front. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The LCMS North Dakota District wishes to 
thank Lutherans for Life for the fetal model 
that was presented to Arie Bertsch, our 
president, by Chris Brademeyer, president 
of North Dakota Lutherans for Life, on 
October 2nd, 2019.  We hope to use these 
models to create and sustain awareness 
regarding life issues for many years to 
come.   
  
In Christ, 
Pastor Tooman 
District Life Coordinator 
North Dakota District LCMS 

Helpful Services 
Consider the following services available from people of 
the North Dakota District. Do you provide a service that 

you would like to advertise in the eNews? Contact Marie at 
news@nodaklcms.org 

Biblical Sermon Hymns 
Discover three separate hymnbooks written by Pastor Lyle 
Kath using the scripture from each Sunday’s scripture 

readings, including extra hymns and texts from Psalms, 

Proverbs, & favorite scripture Pastors like to use when 
preaching outside the pericopes. Visit pastorlylekath.com 

or email Pastor Kath if interested: ljkath@midco.net 
Book Binding and Repair   
Contact Rev. Zelwyn Heide on Facebook 

at facebook.com/heidebook/ or send him an email at 
zelwyn.heide@gmail.com for a quote. 

The Hymnus Tree - Offers unique Lutheran gifts that 

are great for Confirmations, Baptisms, Weddings, and 

more. Wholesale pricing available. Contact Alisha by email 

info@thehymnustree.com or at thehymnustree.com (Alisha 

is the wife of Pastor Schieber in Underwood) 

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
mailto:ljkath@midco.net
https://www.facebook.com/heidebook/
mailto:zelwyn.heide@gmail.com
mailto:info@thehymnustree.com
http://www.thehymnustree.com/
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Is There Hope in the Midst of Addictions?  
DEALING WITH ADDICTIONS IN RURAL AND SMALL-TOWN AREAS 

  Once in a private counseling session with an addict, he said to me in tears, “I stole $12,000 from 
my parents, and I would walk the streets to see which house I could break into and steal money or 
goods in order to buy my next fix. I am so broken. I am so bad. I don’t know if I can be helped; is it 
possible?” Can you imagine how that person’s parents and family members feel? Lies, stealing, broken 
promises, sleepless nights, jail bonds, rehab, only to get out and return to addiction. Is there hope 
amid addictions?  

According to Farm Bureau statistics, 75 percent of the people living in rural communities have 
experienced the drug epidemic in some way. Families have a parent and/or child that is addicted, a 
relative who is addicted, work associates addicted, or have endured some form of crime because of the 
drug epidemic. Addictions affect the whole person spiritually, physically, and mentally. It is important to 
understand all these ramifications in order to help and give hope to a person walking in the midst of 
addictions.  
  Spiritually, the addicted person is empty. The government paints addiction as a disease, but addiction 
is an idolatry, a misplaced lordship issue. These idols (addictive substances) promise the world but 
enslave the addicted person to the grave. The addicted person may sacrifice anything and anybody to 
pursue his addiction. Since we are born with original sin, sin in our nature drives us in the wrong direc-
tion. 
    Consequently, the addicted person may not attend church for the following reasons: generally, 
pastors don’t know much about handling an addicted person; the addicted person may feel judged; he 
may feel that church is only for good people and he is bad, and he may believe God can't forgive him. 
In response to this, the Christian counselor or pastor can give hope in the message of the Gospel that 
God shows no favoritism. We all fall short of the glory of God, yet God in Christ Jesus forgives all sins, 
remembering them no more. If the addicted person is baptized, the pastor can direct him to God’s 
promises in Baptism. Then the pastor can give guidance from Scripture on how to walk as a recovering 
child of God, with eyes fixed on Jesus. 

Understanding the addicted person  
  Physically, addictions are very hard to overcome. For instance, if alcohol is the substance of choice, its 
euphoric effect gives positive reinforcement to the addict. The action is repeated, and the brain adapts 
to the constant overload of alcohol by releasing depressant chemicals. Consequently, it takes more and 
more alcohol to reach that euphoric feeling. The person becomes dependent upon the substance in 
order to manage life. When he wants to abstain, there is withdrawal: shakes, sweating, nausea, panic 
attacks, etc. In order to overcome the withdrawal symptoms, the addict drinks to feel better. Now the 
person is hooked on the negative reinforcement aspect of alcoholism.  
   Similarly, a substance like meth acts as artificial dopamine. The artificial dopamine blocks the natural 
dopamine receptors in the receiving cells, thus flooding the synapse between the cells, causing the 
euphoric high. The brain shuts down the manufacture of normal dopamine because there is too much. 
Consequently, a meth addict will be awake for days, make erratic body motions, excessively lick lips 
with the tongue, etc. When the artificial dopamine has finally been absorbed by the body, the brain is 
still not producing an adequate supply of dopamine, so the meth addict crashes and sleeps for days. 
When he awakes, he feels terrible, like he has the flu. The hippocampus in the brain remembers feeling 
better with meth, and the amygdala in the brain reminds him how good it felt. It’s not long until he is 
searching for more. Thus, the addiction and its cravings. 

Eyes fixed on Jesus  
  How can a pastor give hope amid these physical struggles? He can point out that Jesus gives 
abundant life through faith in Him, while the idol of addictive substances only leads to death. He can 
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read passages from Scripture on freedom from slavery to sin and on the fruits of the Spirit, which give 
peace, joy, self-control, patience, and more. As the pastor helps to direct the addict’s life, it is 
important to keep running with endurance, with eyes fixed on Jesus.  
Mentally, addicted people have low self-esteem. They are guilt-ridden and carry with them false beliefs 
such as “I am always a failure,” “My relapse proves I will always be a failure,” etc. The pastor must 
help to question this false belief by asking, “Are you always a failure?” and then pointing out times and 
places where they have been successful. The pastor can direct the addicted person to read in 
Philippians, where Paul tells us to think about what is good and admirable, pleasant, and true.  
  Meth, opioids, and heroin also create paranoid thoughts. This is why meth addicts often scratch 
themselves. They feel as if bugs are crawling on them, so they scratch sores on their body and keep 
scratching. If the person had tendencies toward mental diseases, those are magnified. As they become 
freed from addictive substances, some paranoia will dissipate. The pastor can reassure them from 
Scripture, pointing out how Jesus healed the demon-possessed man. Just so, God can heal their 
addictions.  
  If the addicted person continues to run with endurance, his eyes fixed on Jesus, he can be victorious 
and see better days. I have seen it happen in recovering addicts who endured with eyes fixed on Jesus. 
All glory and praise is given to God in Christ. Praise the Lord. 
Contributed through the LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission monthly newsletter by the Rev. Gary Griffin, pastor of 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Lockwood, Mo. 

Share a gift with a child this Christmas. 

    Many of our kids won't be able to spend the holidays at 
home with family. But you can make Christmas a time to 
remember for a hurting boy or girl when you select one or 
more gifts from the 2019 Christmas Gift Catalog. 
    Please join us to bless our kids AND keep the focus on the 
real reason for the season: the birth of Jesus. 
    Your gift will help children like Kerry: a 17-year-old girl who 

has been through more pain than most of us can even 

imagine. Homelessness, parental neglect, physical abuse, drug use, and even suicide attempts. 

Kerry's upbringing was truly awful. Her mom moved the family often, barely supervised her daughter, 

and used drugs. Kerry's dad was rarely involved in her life. 

    But today, after a year of care at the Ranch, Kerry is putting the disappointment, anger, and bad 

choices behind her. She received the love, guidance, and protection she needed to get back on 

track. She's moving forward with faith and hope. 

    Kerry says, "I feel really safe. People here have given me a lot of happiness that I haven't 

experienced before. It's better now than ever." 

    With Christmas coming soon, Kerry says the holidays are just one of the things that changed in her 

life. "Christmas here is really, really fun," she says. "Last year, I received gifts, and it was so wonderful. 

This is the only place I've ever really been able to act like a kid." 

    As we get closer to Christmas, I'd like to ask you to stand with the Ranch by blessing a child at the 

Ranch with the thrill of opening a present chosen just for them this Christmas! 

    Of course, the meaning of Christmas isn't in the gifts. It's the love those gifts represent. Many of our 

children have never felt that love until coming to the Ranch. Your generosity will help them experience 

that love—and the Merry in Christmas. 

To shop visit: https://dakotaranch.givingfuel.com/E19J1 
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30th ANNUAL ND DISTRICT MEN’S WINTER RETREAT 

January 17-18, 2020 
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads, St. John, ND 

Man Up! 

Rev. Jeffery Hemmer is the husband of (in his opinion) the best 
woman in the world; the father of six delightful children (when they’re 
delightful); the pastor of Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Fairview Heights, Illinois; a Ph.D. candidate at Concordia Seminary; the 
author of Man Up: The Quest for Masculinity (CPH, 2017) and 
Behold the Man 2019 sermon series and devotions for Lent 
and Easter; a wannabe farmer; maker of some things; fixer of 
some things; grower of beards; and general curmudgeon.  
His big truck is probably a sign of his insecurity.   
    Pastor Hemmer promises not to call you effeminate, shame 

you with his perfect manliness, or kick you in the shorts.  But he’ll tell you about Jesus, who may well 

do all three of those things.   

    Are you tired of a culture that wants to ignore the differences between men and women?  Do you 

think being a real man is little more than having the biggest muscles, guns, and truck and knowing how 

to get your woman to submit to you?  Are you fed up with signing syrup-sweet love songs to Jesus in 

church?  Does your wife think this retreat could teach you a thing or two about being a real man?  Are 

you just looking for something to do on a weekend in January?   

    Come, hear what a Real Man is and does.  Genuine masculinity is not a matter of taking back your 

rights or standing up for yourself.  It’s about seeing yourself as a means for the good of others, about 

learning to live in your calling to be a husband, father, man, son, hero, hearer, and more for the 

benefit of those God has given you to serve.  In Jesus, you have both the perfect Icon of masculinity 

and also the source of courage and hope when you fail in these manly endeavors.   

For 30 years men have enjoyed the camaraderie of these retreats–thought-provoking 
Scripture-based presentations, fellowship, music, good food, card games, skeet shooting, etc. 

Father & son duos are encouraged to come. 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact Corey Isaak to register: 
Call 701-281-0240 or E-mail: corey.isaak@gracefargo.org  

Do you have something to share with the district? 
Send submissions for the district eNews to Marie Johnson at  news@nodaklcms.org by the 25th of the month for 

publication in the following month. 

Begins with supper Friday at 6:00 P.M. & ends about 1:00 P.M. Saturday 
Cost – $80 

Includes:  3 meals, lodging, speaker, snacks, games, fireside chats, etc. 
Bring:  Bible, bed roll, personal items, warm clothing, & friends 

Presenter: 

Rev. Jeffrey Hemmer 
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Fairview Heights, Illinois 

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
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The 2020 Salary Guidelines are on the 

website at: 
nodaklcms.org/district-ministries/stewardship/salary-guideline/ 

Contact the District 
Personnel: 

Rev. Arie Bertsch 

District President 
Lcms.nd.dp@outlook.com 

1010 72nd St. SE 

Minot, ND 58701 

Office: 701 852-3928 

Cell: 701 720-2232 

Blenda Dahlien 
DP Administrative Assistant 
Lcms.nd.aa@outlook.com 

Office: 701-509-2889 

Cell: 701-509-2790 

Tami Ulland 
Business Manager and LCEF ND 

District Vice President 
Lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com 

Cell: 701-360-1469 

Vicki Peihl 
Fargo Office Manager 

fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com 

PO Box 9029, Fargo, ND, 58106 
For UPS and FedEx only: 

2601 – 23rd Avenue SW 

Fargo, ND 58103 

Phone: 701-293-9001 
Fax: 701-293-9022 

 

Ed Bean 

Director of Biblical Finance 

edbean@cableone.net 

PO Box 9029 

Fargo, ND 58106 
Phone: 701-261-9687 

 
Marie Johnson 

District Communications 

Manager 

news@nodaklcms.org 

Hazen, ND 

Phone: 701-220-6386 

 

mailto:Lcms.nd.dp@outlook.com
mailto:Lcms.nd.aa@outlook.com
mailto:Lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com
mailto:fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com
mailto:edbean@cableone.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20eNews
mailto:news@nodaklcms.org

