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DESIRING THAT ALL MI GHT BE SAVED, OUR MISSION IS TO ENCOURAGE THE MAKING AND NUR TURING OF 
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH WORD AND SACRAMENT MINISTR Y. 

District Vision  

Witness Mercy 

 Planting and Revitalizing Congregations  

                                            (Rev. Zelwyn Heide) 
¶ Working on a new website.  

Lutheran Education (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area?  
 

International Mercy Care (Rev. Rick Jones) 

¶ Overseeing relationship with Kenya 
¶ Overseeing relationship with Chile 

Local Mercy Care (vacant) 

Will you serve in this area? 

Life Together Ordained and Commissioned Ministers (Rev. Clark Jahnke) 

¶ MARK YOUR CALENDARS - PRELENT RETREAT for all the pastors of our 

District.  It is being held January 6 -8, 2020 in Bismarck.  Rev. Bernie 

Worral of Immanuel, Fargo will present on Hebrews 11.  (more info on pg 

10) 

Youth /Young Adults (Pat Sebastian and Rev. Jon Bonine) 
¶ Work with the District LYF officers as they plan and take leadership 

in events. 

¶ Synod Teen Leadership Training, St. Louis, MO 

¶ National Youth Gathering 

¶ Promote Synod training opportunities - Symposium and 
"NATIONAL" 

¶ Summer LYF Gathering for grades 9 & up 

¶ Fall Middle School Gathering for grades 6 & up 

Stewardship (Rev. Dan Voth) 
¶ Presentation before the Board of Directors on Stewardship and 

Fundraising on April 5. 

¶ Presentation to the Pastorsô Conference on new fundraising 
initiative for the District.  

  Life Coordinator (Rev. Matthew Tooman) 
¶ If your North Dakota District LCMS church is hosting a "LIFE" 

event, please let your District Life Coordinator know.  We can help get the 
word out! ( www.immanuelwahp.com/district -life-coordinator.html)  

Will you serve in one of 

these vacant areas? 

Let President Bertsch 

know that you are 

interested! 
(Contact info is located on the last 

page of this eNews) 

 

http://www.immanuelwahp.com/district-life-coordinator.html
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A Message from the District Presidenté 

Preach the Word  
Pastors are told in 2 Timothy 4:1-5: ñI charge you in the presence of God and of Christ 

Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 

PREACH THE WORD; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 

with complete patience and teaching.  For the time is coming when people will not endure 

sound teaching, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to 

suit their own passions and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.  As for 

you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.ò 
     

     As I travel the North Dakota District visiting 

congregations on Sundays and worshiping with 

them, I have experienced different locations of this 

preaching of the Word.  Some preach from the 

pulpit, some preach from the aisle, some preach 

from a central podium, and some preach from 

down in front of the chancel area.  First let me say, 

preaching from the pulpit is not a law or a mandate.   

But it is about: Location, location, location. 

     In our churches, the pulpit is slightly elevated 

(some greatly elevated), they have good lighting 

and can be easily seen from all places in the 

sanctuary.  In preaching from there, the pastor can 

be sure that all may see and hear him.  By placing 

himself there, it gives the people an opportunity to 

adjust their position in the pew so that they are 

comfortable for the hearing of Godôs Word that is 

about to be spoken and so that they can adjust 

themselves to see past the person in front of them.  

I personally do that.  I have seen as a pastor; many 

adjust themselves so that I maybe couldnôt see 

them; just in case they were to fall asleep.   

     Now, in my opinion, when a pastor preaches 

from the aisle while moving up and down the aisle, 

it is hard to get positioned to focus on the preacher.  

When the pastor preaches from in front of the 

chancel area, he is down so low in front that you 

canôt see him over the heads of others that are on 

that same plane.  And, when a pastor preaches from 

a podium, I see too much of the pastorôs apparel, 

which usually isnôt covered with an Alb when this 

procedure is used.  So, I do think that location, 

location, location is important in the preaching of 

the Word. 

     I do know that the pulpit is also kind of a 

traditional or a conditional place to hear Godôs 

 Word spoken.   

     I do know that the pulpit is also kind of a 

traditional or a conditional place to hear Godôs 

Word spoken.  What I mean by this is that people 

expect this from the pulpit.  We know thatôs what 

goes on there.  While Jesus probably did not preach 

from a pulpit, we are now conditioned to hear 

preaching from a pulpit. 

     There is a piece of artwork that is called ñLuther 

Preaching.ò  It depicts Martin Luther preaching to 

the congregation.  Between the pulpit and the 

people stands a cross with a crucified Jesus on it.  

While Luther is preaching to his hearers, he is 

pointing to the cross.  Luther is directing his 

hearers to the crucified Christ.  What Luther did in 

his preaching is nothing other than what any other 

faithful preacher would do, point his hearers not to 

himself but to Christ and Him crucified.  Therefore, 

many pastors preach from the pulpit, guarded by 

wood or stone, and wear vestments: to direct the 

hearersô attention away from the pastor and toward 

Jesus.  You see the pastor in the pulpit.  You hear 

his voice.  Although, the word he proclaims is not 

his; it is the Lordôs.  The Sacraments are not his to 

administer; they are the Lordôs.  The Means of 

Grace are not the pastorôs playthings to give out 

willy -nilly.  The apostle St. Paul also writes in 1 

Corinthians 4:1-2, ñThis is how one should regard 

us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God.  Moreover, it is required of 

stewards that they be found faithful.ò   

 

[continued on page  17]  
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In  Our Prayers  

¶ Rev. Jon Bonine , Shepherdôs Hill, and 
family as his mom, Jane, received her 
crown in Glory on August 29th.  

¶ The family of Melvin Fenske (Uncle of 
Rev. Fenske, Immanuel, Grand Forks) as 
Melvin received his crown in Glory after 
celebrating his 96th Birthday.  

¶ Vicki Peihl, Fargo Office Manager, as 
she has knee surgery on September 5th. 

¶ Doris Bertsch  in preparation for  lung 
surgery on September 26 at Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester. We pray for the Lordôs 
guidance of the surgeonôs hand and the 
assistance of the nurses along with the 
Lordôs healing hand upon her. 

¶ Rev. Chris and Katherine 
Brademeyerôs new baby girl.  Sophia 
has been diagnosed with Trisomy 13, a 
genetic condition that has affected her 
heart. We pray for endurance and 
strength for Sophia and her family and 
thank God for the promises received in 
Holy Baptism.  

¶ Rev. Bernie Worral , Immanuel, Fargo, 
as he recovers from having open heart 
surgery on August 1st. His recuperation 
will take about 6 -8 weeks. Also, pray for 
Rev. Steve Schultz  as he temporarily 
assumes the role of Senior Pastor at 
Immanuel, Fargo.   

¶ Martha Semanko  (From Immanuel, 
Fargo) as she serves her DCE Internship 

in Colorado. (Martha is in the DCE 
program not th e Deaconess program as 
previously published in August) 

¶ All of our Lutheran Schools, 
universities, and seminaries , and all 
who teach and learn in them; especially 
Grace and Martin Luther Schools and our 
preschools, daycare centers and 
homeschooling families throughout the 
district as they begin another year.  

We also remember in prayeré 

¶ Vicar  Richard Dailey  (Bethel and 
Shepherd of the Valley, Bismarck), and 
Vicar Christopher Durham  (Zion, 
Bismarck).  

¶ Kenya Africa -  Christôs Care for 
Children/Project 24  

¶ Iglesia Luterana Confe ssional  de 
Chile in Santiago, Chile  and Pastor 
Omar Kinas  

¶ Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison   
¶ For all those serving in the military, 

especially those of the LCMS, and for our 
LCMS Chaplains , including ND Pastor 
Tim Stout  

¶ Vice-presidents: Rev. Kirk Peters (west) 
and Rev. Steve Schulz  (east). 

¶ Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads , 
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch and 
Orphan Grain Train our RSOs 

¶ For Life Skills and Transition Center  
¶ Campus Ministries   
¶ Struggling  rural churches   

Do you have a prayer request you would like to see added to this list?  
Send it to news@nodaklcms.org  for inclusion in the next edition of the eNews.   

ND LLL Annual Meeting  

The ND LLL will have their annual meeting Saturday, September 28 at 1 PM, with 
a servant event in the morning at the OGT warehouse in Jamestown. 

mailto:news@nodaklcms.org
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Dr. Becky Grossmann, Lutheran Bible 
Translators, Visits North Dakota  

Congregations around our District will have the unique 
opportunity to hear a presentation from Dr. Becky Grossmann, 
who is a translation expert with Lutheran Bible Translators 
(LBT).  Lutheran Bible Translators, which is a Registered 
Service Organization of the LCMS, makes Godôs Word 
accessible to those who do not yet have it in their language.  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, is 
transforming the lives of people around the world as they  read 
and use the Word of God in their heart language.  
Can you imagine NOT having Godôs precious Word in your own 
language?  We can hardly even comprehend such a horrible 
situation!  When we hear Godôs Word through our own 
language, we then understand how much God loves us through 
Christ.  Over 1 billion people worldwide do not have the full 
Bible in a language that they understand.  An estimated 165 
million do not have even a single verse of Scripture. 
Becky began serving with LBT in 1985 as an assistant to the 
language program manager in Liberia, West Africa. She 
became the manager for a short time before being assigned as 
translation advisor to the Bandi people of Liberia in 1989 and 
this translation was completed in 1996. 
After several years in the U.S., Beckyôs LBT service resumed in 
July 2012. Since then she has facilitated the completion of the 
Gola New Testament in 2019. She is also involved with two 
other whole Bible translation projects in Liberia, particularly for 
the Dan and Maan people. Becky assists translators via 
innovative technologies such as internet communications and 
teleconferencing, with periodic in -person visits to Liberia.  

Speaking Schedule ï 
September:  

8th Immanuel, Wahpeton 

11th Our Savior, Minot (morning)  

11th Bethlehem-St. John, 

Newburg  

14th St. Matthew, Hazen 

15th Immanuel (morning)  and 

Redeemer (evening), Grand 

Forks 

18th Grace Luth School Chapel 

18th Immanuel, Fargo(evening) 

20-21 LWML Retreat at 

Shepherdôs Hill at the 

Crossroads 

22nd Trinity, LaMoure 

22nd Concordia, Jamestown 

25th Martin Luther School 

Chapel 

25th Zion, Bismarck 

29th St. Andrewôs West Fargo 

(Becky is the daughter of Rev. 
Victor Tegtmeier. He was the 
last chaplain at the Grafton 
State School. He served in ND 
from 1962 to 1981 at various 
congregations.) 
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Changes in the District 
Calls Being Considered  
Rev. Sean Daenzer, Peace, 
Barney & Trinity, Great Bend is 
considering a call to Trinity, 
Corona & Our Saviorôs, Wilmot, 
SD.  
 
Rev. Mike Giddings of 
Crosspointe, Fargo is 
considering a call to Christ Victorious Lutheran, 
Chaska, MN. 
 
Rev. Aaron Hambleton of Redeemer, Lisbon is 
considering a call to Trinity Evangelical Lutheran, 
Clinton, Iowa 
 
Rev. Ryan Wendt from Christ the King, Billings, 
MT is considering a call to St. Peter, Hannover 
and Zion, New Salem. 
 
Rev. Heath Trampe from Faith Lutheran, York, 
NE is considering a call to Our Savior in Minot. 

 
Ordinations/Installations  
Called to Glory  
Parish Updates  
Retirements  

 Calls Accepted/Returned  
Rev. Steve Schulz, Immanuel, Fargo has 
returned a call to serve Holy Cross Lutheran of 
St. Cloud, MN.  
 
Rev. Allen Kramp, South Wisconsin District 
accepted a call to serve St. John, Hillsboro and 
Trinity, Hope.  

 
Vacancies/Calling Process  
¶ Zion, Claire City, SD, in vacancy ï 

(Served by MN North District) 
¶ St. Peter, Hannover and Zion, New 

Salem: in vacancy, extended a call to 
Rev. Ryan Wendt from Christ the King 
Lutheran in Billings, MT (served by Rev. 
Dennis Voss and Rev. Kirk Peters). 

¶ St. John, Hillsboro and Trinity, Hope: will 
be installing Rev. Allen Kramp 
(installation date TBA.) (Served by Rev. 
Deitemeyer and Rev. Dan Suelzle) 

¶ Our Savior, Minot - in vacancy, extended 
a call to Rev. Heath Trampe from Faith 
Lutheran, York, NE (served by Intentional 
Interim Minister, Rev. Richard Davis) 

¶ Trinity, Tolley ( served by Rev. Brandvold) 
 

Pastorôs Fall Conference          September  30 ï October 2, 2019  

Theme: Church and Ministry  

¶ Main Speaker ï Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders (Iowa East District President) 
¶ Conference Chairman is Jonathan Durkopp. Conference Secretary is Brian Shane. 
¶ The host congregation is St. Markôs Lutheran- Location: 2209 4 th  NW, Minot, ND 

58703, 701 -839 -4663. All sessions will be there in their fellowship hall.  
¶ There is a block of rooms at the Sierra Inn (701-837-1800) at a group rate of 

$58.00 plus tax .  Their address is 929 20 th  Ave. SE, Minot, ND 58701 (Next to or 
close to Krollôs Diner).  Call the motel direct and ask for the ND District LCMS.  You 
must reserve your room by September 19, 2019 . 

NOTE:  (correction from previous printing)  The Sierra Inn does  have a breakfast. 

¶ Registration ï $75, made out to ñNorth Dakota District LCMSò 

Attendance at pastorôs conferences is ñobligatoryò (Synod Handbook 4.8.2.d.1). 
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August Installation  

Rev. Tim Stout was installed as Pastor 
at St. Peterôs, Sawyer on August 18th.  

Pictured from LtoR: Rev. Dr. Matthew 
Richard, Rev. Daryl Rothchild, Rev. 
Philip Byersdorf, Rev. Scott Ramey, Rev. 
Tim Stout, Rev. Carlyle Roth, Rev. Arie 
Bertsch, Rev. Paul Nelson, Rev. Brandon 
Woodruff.  

Vicars Serving {and 
Learning} in North 
Dakota 2019 -2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rite of induction for Vicar 
Christopher Durham took 
place at Zion, Bismarck on 
June 30th. Ą 

Vicar Durham is pictured with 
his wife. Mary and their son, 
Gregory. 

Rite of induction for Vicar 
Richard Dailey took place 
at ăBethel, Bismarck on 
August 4th and Shepherd 
of the Valley, BismarckĄ 
on August 11th. Vicar 
Dailey is pictured with his 
wife, Sarah and children, 
Matthias, Ruth, and 
Samuel. 
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Kalika Peske: 218-766-0126; 

kalikajoy@gmail.com; 

Lydia Trandem: 701-640-4395; 

lydiatrandem@gmail.com  

mailto:kalikajoy@gmail.com
mailto:lydiatrandem@gmail.com
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Speaker: Donna Pyle 

Luncheon Speaker: Becky Grossmann, Lutheran 

Bible Translators 

Dedication of the new playground at Shepherdôs 

Hill, this is the fulfillment of a Mission Grant.  

Visit NDLWML.org/Retreat for more information.  
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LCMS North Dakota District 23 rd  Annual Youth 
Gathering -  For grades 6 and up!  

Ramada Inn, 1400 East Interchange Ave, Bismarck, ND 

October 17 (7 PM) ï October 19 (noon) 

Sponsored by 

ND District Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Life Together/Youth & Young Adults 

Registration due date:  Sunday, October 6 - Later registrations will be accepted if space is 
available. 

Gathering Coordinator : Pat Sebastian  |  (701) 471-3289  |  patsebbis@aol.com 

COST:  The $175 registration fee includes: 
¶ Your hotel room for Thursday and Friday nights, four people/room.  
¶ Meals on Friday, Saturday breakfast and three snacks 

¶ Program costs (including covering partial cost of Mercy Meals supplies) 
Check the registration form for reduced rates for certain circumstances.  

Bible study leader ï Pastor Ben Griffin  -  Maplewood, MN  
Ben Griffin is first and foremost a follower of Jesus.  He is also a proud father 
of three teenagers and is almost two decades into a lifetime of adventures 
with his wife Kate!  He has served as the outreach/missions pastor at 
Woodbury Lutheran church, Woodbury, MN and as the founding pastor of 
the Alley church. In the Alleyôs short existence it has been blessed to reach 
many new believers and launched two daughter churches. Most recently he 
has been catalyzing new churches and raising up a diversity of urban leaders 
as the City Director of LINC Twin Cities (Lutheran Inter -City Network 
Coalition). 
Ben loves to help people and organizations uncover their unique God given 
calling. He loves life and the One who created it. He believes that every 

person has been uniquely gifted and desires to see people fully use their gifts to the glory of God! In 
his free time he produces short ministry related videos, chauffeurs kids and watches too many super-
hero movies.  

Guest Musicians  -  100whiteflags.com  

You might remember 100 White Flags from their presence at the 2017 Youth Gathering in Bismarck! 

 The members of 100 White Flags all have similar backgrounds. All four members spent time 

touring the country as a part of a youth ministry team at various times in their lives. With a heart for 

ministry and a passion for music, 100 White Flags hopes to be able to share music and have fun with 

people they meet along the way.  

 100 White Flags officially came together in June 2006 as members Beth and Jeromy Dorsing, 

Zac Harder and Paul Tietjen joined forces to make some music. Paul and Beth (Beth Gearhart, Girl with 

Guitar) have both enjoyed successful solo careers, performing nationally in both concert and weekend 

youth event venues. 

Find more information about the gathering at  ndyouthonfire.org  

   

 

 

mailto:patsebbis@aol.com

