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EVENTS AROUND THE DISTRICT
More information about these events can be found in this eNews.
Homeschool Retreat - April 11-13 at Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads
Planning Council Meeting - April 15-16 at Concordia, Jamestown
LCEF Scholarship Deadline - April 19th at LCEF.org/scholarship
Mayfest '21 - April 17th at the 4H Building - more information below
Turtle Mountain Archery Shoot - May 8th at Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads
Dakota Hope Luncheon for Pastors - June 9th at St. Mark's, Minot
Summer camps - June 13-August 15 at Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads
Dedication of Stained Glass Windows - June 13, 2021 at 3pm at Messiah, Mandan
Continuing Education - June 15-17 at St. Andrew, West Fargo
Higher Things Conference - "Forgiven" - June 29–July 2, 2021 - NDSU, Fargo
District Convention - January 23-26, 2022

Desiring that all might be
saved, our mission is to
encourage the making and
nurturing of disciples of Jesus
Christ through Word and
Sacrament ministry.
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MAYFEST '21
Martin Luther School in Bismarck invites you to join us for Mayfest ‘21 on
Saturday, April 17 at the Burleigh County 4H building located at 3715 E
Bismarck Expressway. Tickets are $40 per person and can be purchased at
www.Lutherschools.org.
The annual fundraising event begins with a social hour at 4pm, the dinner
which is being catered by Laughing Sun, begins at 5pm, followed by the live
auction, backwards bidding, and paddle game from 6:30-8.
This year will be the first year Martin Luther will host the Silent Auction online.
You can view and bid on these donated Silent Auction items and preview the Live
Auction items at: www.charityauctionstoday.com/auctions/Mayfest-21980
Bidding begins Friday, April 10 and continues through the 16th. Check back often,
items are added on a regular basis. Successful bidders will pick up their items
following Mayfest at the 4H building. If you are unable to attend the event, please
call Martin Luther School after April 18 to arrange for a time to pick up items.
If you would like to donate an item or are interested in information on a
Sponsorship for this event, please call Tom Langer at 701-202-5520.
Thank you for supporting Lutheran Education at Martin Luther School.
NODAKLCMS.ORG

|

FACEBOOK.COM/NODAKLCMS

|

@NODAKLCMS

"REJOICE IN HIS SALVATION"
Let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation. For, He is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
I say this because in Isaiah 25:6-9 we read: On this mountain the Lord of hosts
will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich
food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
And He will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all
peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from
all faces, and the reproach of His people He will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him,
that He might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”
This Old Testament reading pictures for us the Easter Gospel. I know, it has no cross, and does not use the word,
"resurrection", but it is all there anyhow. What is pictured there is heaven.
"In that day," says our text. Well, today is that day. The Feast of heaven is prepared! We have been brought into
the Feast in baptism and by the Word of God! That Feast is served in the Church by Word and Sacrament. This is
where the Feast is to be served; at least until we sit at the table with Jesus in glory.
The mountain of the Lord is the place where His glory dwells. Well, we, the Church, are the place where the glory
of God dwells among men. The Easter Gospel is His glory! Those in whom the Easter Gospel have faith have the
blessed fruit of faith in His glory! God dwells in each one of you that believes. This is the place where God promised
in this prophecy to prepare the Feast - and He has prepared it.
Look at the language used to describe it. "Well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well
refined." We all know about how the aged wine is the best! And I still remember my Grandpa grabbing the round
bone from the steak and eating the marrow. He would say, "Oh! The marrow's the best part!" I eat the marrow to this
day because my Grandpa said it was the best part. The image presented here is of the finest and choicest feast. And
what could be better than the feast of the Lord's Supper?

[Continued on Page 8]
HIGHER THINGS
RETREATS
On March 26-27, 120 youth,
advisors, and pastors gathered in
Wahpeton and Minot for the North
Dakota Higher Things Retreats.
The theme of the conference was,
"What is Church? The How, Why, &
What of Church." A special thank you
to all the volunteers who helped
behind the scenes!
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Rev. Bernie Seter, his wife Faye and the
four congregations he serves (St. John,
Crystal, Trinity, Drayton, Zion English, Grafton, and the Life Skills and

When you don't
know what to say,
simply pray, Lord,
have mercy!

Transition Center) in your prayers. He continues to have health issues.
Rev. Al Eppen as he continues to deal with health issues.
Rev. Adam L. Scheblein and his family as his wife, Jean has entered the gates
of heaven on March 1st after an 8 year bout with Pulmonary Fibrosis. Rev.
out of the ND District 12 years ago.

CHANGES IN THE
DISTRICT

Planning Council (made up of the Circuit Visitors, Board of Directors and Task

Calls Received

Scheblein served at Our Savior in Cavalier for almost 18 years and took a call

Force Chairs) as they meet to discuss the direction for the North Dakota
District for the next year.

Do you have a prayer request you would like to see added to this list?
Send it to news@nodaklcms.org for inclusion in the next edition of the
eNews.

DISTRICT FINANCIALS - FEBRUARY 2021
Income available for District Missions/Expenses:
$61,057.38
Net Expenses
$45,534.47
NET OPERATING INCOME for February
$15,522.91
Funds Given in the Past used for Current Expenses
$175.00
YTD NET INCOME
$15,697.91
The congregations of the North Dakota District continue to amaze me. February
was a very good month for giving and this is the first time the District has
started the fiscal year in the black during my tenure. In our digital age, online
giving options make a lot of sense. If your congregation does not take part in an
online giving program and would like to, please consider LCEF’s Joyful
Response which is provided at no cost to your congregation.
Gifts from individuals and congregations designated for our international missions are
sent on at the end of each fiscal quarter. Those amounts are not included in income or
expense totals. YTD designated gifts for international missions as of February 28, 2021:
Christ’s Care for Children – Kenya
Chile Partnership
have more questions.
He has risen! Let Easter joy encourage you to donate for Chile, CCCK or other missions.
Send to ND District, PO Box 9029, Fargo, 58106.
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Rev. Mark Chepulis, Our
Savior, Cavalier, St. Paul,
St. Thomas and Redeemer,
Langdon is considering a call
to Trinity, Sidney, MT and
St. John, Fairfield, MT.

Vacancies
Redeemer, Lisbon (served by
Rev. Aaron Filipek).
Trinity, LaMoure and
Trinity, Adrian (served by
Rev. Brademeyer and Rev.
Eckstein).

$2,075.00
$1,395.00

Please contact Tami Ulland at lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com or call 701-293-9001 if you

LCMS

Rev. Bob Hill, St Paul,
Wimbledon, St. Paul,
Kensal, Our Savior,
Pettibone, and Redeemer,
Woodworth, is considering a
call to Trinity and St. James,
Munger, MI.

St. Peter, Belfield (served by
Rev. Ahrendt) and
Redeemer, Grassy Butte
(served by Rev. Wolters).
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MAIN STREET LIVING MEDIA MINISTRY

mainstreetliving.com

HE IS RISEN – HE IS RISEN INDEED! Of all the truths taught and believed, this is the most important one,
that Jesus rose physically from the dead! "So the Jews said to Him (Jesus), 'What sign do You show us for
doing these things?' Jesus answered them, 'Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.' The
Jews then said, 'It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?' But
He was speaking about the temple of His body. When therefore He was raised from the dead, His disciples
remembered that He had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken."
-Ken Koehler,Volunteer Coordinator
(John 2:18-22) May we also continue to REMEMBER and BELIEVE!

“Main Street Living North” Programs for April 2021:
April 4: Rev. Tom Eckstein, Concordia Lutheran Church, Jamestown, ND, presents the
message "Trust God's Word and Witnesses!" based on John 20:24-31. "This is the Life" episode:
"No Place to Hide" / A pastor, who has to face the death of his wife, cannot find comfort.

April 11: Rev. Sam Pitsch, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Moorhead, MN, presents the
message: "Those Who Have Not Seen," based on John 20:19-31. "This is the Life" episode:
"Dead End"/ Because of frustration with his life, a man turns to drinking and another
woman.

April 18: Rev. Steve Schulz, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND, presents the message:
"Open Minds, Open Mouths," based on Luke 24:36-49. "This is the Life" episode: "The Main
Event" / A boxer who is hit by a car becomes embittered until he meets a cheerful 8-year-old
girl.

“MAIN
STREET
a locally
produced TV
program
that includes
a 30-minute
worship
service led
by participating
April
25:LIVING”
Rev. is
Tom
Batchelder,
Saint
Paul's
Lutheran
Church,
Evergreen
Township,
MN, pastors

of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute Lutheran Hour program (normally “This

presents the message: "A Little While," based on John 16:16-22. "This is the Life" episode:
"The Prisoners" / An elderly woman is attacked by a teenage gang.

Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials).

"MAIN STREET LIVING" is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by
participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute
Lutheran Hour program (usually "This Is The Life," along with occasional church-season specials). Please check
your cable and satellite providers for the corresponding channel on your system. MSLN programs are also
archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.comthen click on "North
(Fargo)".
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MILESTONE BIRTHDAY SPOTLIGHT
Matilda (Tillie) Wiederrich turned 105 years old on
March 23, 2021. Tillie is a member of Zion Lutheran
Church in Ellendale.

SAVE THE DATE:
Free Pro-Life pastor's
luncheon with speaker, Mike
Spencer. This will be held on
June 9, 2021, in Minot.
For more information about
the speaker, visit
projectlifevoice.com/aboutmike
Please feel free to contact
our office at (701)852-4675
or email Nicole,
DO YOU HAVE
SOMETHING TO
SHARE WITH THE
DISTRICT?
LCMS
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Send submissions for the district eNews to
news@nodaklcms.org by the 25th of the
month for publication in the following month.
2021

reception@dakotahope.org,
if you have any questions.
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ARCHIVE NEWS

How many people remember the Der Reiseprediger newsletter? In our

vault I came across 2 boxes of the newsletters. They range from 1920 – 1922 and a few sporadic
issues up to 1942. Since there was 4-5 of each issue, I called NDSU Regional Library and they were
happy to take extra ones for their records.
The newletters are quite interesting to look at. There are several articles on each of the 4 pages,
with some written in German and some written in English – and not the same article in both
languages. Most of the pages are in good shape and now are organized in files in drawers instead of
tossed in a box. It’s a joy to see the vault almost all organized! Vicki Peihl, Fargo Office Manager
LCMS
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN MEMBERS BUILD STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
Members of Messiah Lutheran Church, Mandan have recently completed eight stained glass
windows that will be framed and illuminated in the walls of the church.
A dedication service will be held on June 13, 2021, at 3 pm. Rev. Arie Bertsch, President of the
North Dakota Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, will be the guest speaker. A light supper will be
served after the dedication service. For more information, contact Messiah Lutheran at 701-6638545, messiahmandan.org, or find us on Facebook. All are welcome to attend.
Planning meetings began in June of 2018 to determine the size, design, and colors to use to create the
stained glass windows. A small group of members helped plan the project, including Pastor Kevin Zellers,
Arnie Donat, Dave Schepp, Dick Ames, and Chuck Hyatt.
Several members volunteered to help
with the project. On September 9, 2018,
the stained glass committee met to
begin the project to beautify the church
for many years to come. In addition to
those listed above, these volunteers
worked on the stained glass pieces:
JoAnn Dilger, Kristi
Dilger, Stephanie
Dilger, Renae
Hoggarth, Deb Kuhn,
Jessica Kuhn, Matt
Kuhn, Robyn Kuhn,
Joyce Rutten, and
Anthony Steele.
Woodworkers include
Adam Ames, Jerry
Scheitel, and Dave
Schepp. The
committee members
didn’t know anything
about stained glass, so Pastor Zellers offered his expertise
and skill. He taught the class how to design, cut and grind
glass, fit the glass, stretch came, solder, and the many other
steps needed to complete the project. A room behind the St.
Paul area was converted into a workroom, complete with all
the equipment required. After each volunteer finished their
practice piece, work began on stained glass window #1. Each
2-foot by 4-foot window has the same basic design; however,
a medallion will be placed in the center of each piece that
signifies the life of Christ.
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Messiah Lutheran Church
1020 Boundary Road
Mandan, ND 58504
701-663-8545
messiahmandan.org
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This year at Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads, the theme for

SUMMER IS COMING!!

the summer is “Be Strong in the Lord” The brochures have
been going out to the congregations, if you need one, let us
know. You can also register online through the camp’s
website, shretreat.org.
There are a few weekends left for you to reserve a spot this
spring for a get-together, a spring escape, or a family reunion.
Call or email to reserve your space!
Join us for the annual meeting of Shepherd’s Hill
Retreats, Inc., at 1 p.m. on April 10 in the chapel to learn
more about the work happening at SHCR and how you can
help.
Rev. Jon Bonine, Executive Director | shretreat.org |
director@shretreat.org | 701-244-5225

PROF INSIGHTS: FACULTY-LED WORKSHOP 2021 – PROFESSOR
HAUPT IN WEST FARGO, ND - CONTINUING EDUCATION
June 15-17, 2021 | St. Andrew Lutheran Church, West Fargo
Confessing Christ and Living His Mission: Pre-Constantinian Theology and Practice for Our
Post-Constantinian World
Many would argue that we live in a post-church, post-Christian culture marked by increasing
hostility to Christian theology, waning protection of political freedoms of the Christian church,
increasing biblical illiteracy and the list goes on. How should Christ’s church conduct itself in
such a climate? This workshop will address how we got to this place and then look at where we
go from here. The workshop will explore various frameworks to understand the interaction of
Christianity and culture. Participants will then explore how the early Christian church engaged a
culture similar to our own. Read more about this workshop at https://www.csl.edu/event/profinsights-faculty-led-workshop-2021-professor-haupt-in-west-fargo-nd/

HIGHER THINGS CONFERENCE
June 29-July2, 2021 | NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY!!
“IF YOU FORGIVE ANYONE HIS SINS, THEY ARE FORGIVEN.”(JOHN 20:23)“I
forgive you.” The three most powerful words in the universe. They don’t
just change the universe for someone. They change someone’s eternity.
They change your eternity!
To learn more: higherthings.org/2021-forgiven
Dare to be Lutheran!
LCMS
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[MESSAGE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2]
It is there you receive Him in His true body and very blood and, with Him, you also receive everything He has won
and, by His grace and promise, everything the heavenly Father has given Him.
This feast is resurrection from the grave, for you, not just for Jesus! It is life everlasting beyond sin and all of its
effects; no more pain, no more sickness, no more sorrow, and no more dying ever! This feast is the one Jesus
spoke of as "The Wedding Feast". The feast is eternal life and salvation. The Feast is for you and it began in the
Church!
One item on the menu of this banquet is the veil that covers the nations. That veil is death, and while it is
mentioned on the menu, it is not for you, but for God to swallow it up. God will bring an end to death; thus the
celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord on Easter; for He is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
That is another reason why I say that the feast has already begun! God has already swallowed up death. He is
risen! He is risen indeed! He put an end to death by putting His Son to death on the cross in your place. Death is
all done with! That is the good news of the Easter Gospel. Jesus has destroyed death; God has swallowed up the
covering which rests on all people everywhere. Death is dead for everyone! Death was killed by the death of Life,
because Life could not be destroyed by death, and Life rose from the grave on Easter morning. And you have been
connected to that death and resurrection in your baptism.
That is why, when Christ returns you will shout for joy saying, “See, this is our God!” This is the salvation that
you waited for! This is what the people of old waited for! Your victory is won! Your death has been destroyed. You
will rise from your graves. You will have transformed bodies and will rise to eternal life and to a reunion that is
joyful and delightful beyond all expression here and now. That is the day when the promise of our text shall be
accomplished, "And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces." Sorrow will be a thing of the past.
Sin causes death, but it also causes sickness, and sorrow, and frustration, and anger, and fear, and impatience,
and despair. All of those fruits of sin will be gone as well. God will remove all of the sources of sorrow and dismay,
and will give you a clear understanding and true joy seeing again those you have loved and lost. But that is not
all. You will be you, and they will be them and you will know one another and delight in one another in that day.
And that is the day that you will shout for joy, “See, this is our God!” This is what we have waited for!
Isaiah says, "And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth." That reproach is your sin, and
your dying because of sin, because God created you for eternity with Him. He created you for communion with
Him. He created you to live in His love and bask in His glory. He created you to live in thanksgiving and joy
because of His great goodness and abundant generosity. Your sins however have made that impossible, and you
have proven unable to rescue yourselves from this; or resist sin. So God took sin out of the way. He carried it to
the cross Himself, and killed you in His own Son. And now He makes you alive in Him. And you are forgiven, and
never to die; except that flesh part, and that only for a time.
That final day is the day that we are still awaiting, when the treasures of our salvation are not hidden from
sight, but fully experienced and fully sensed and fully realized! That is the ultimate day of the Feast, when you
shall relish the feast as you should, as it deserves. And on that day you shall see God, and know Him without
reservation or doubt or uncertainty. Then you shall shout for joy the words of Isaiah, “Behold, this is our God; we
have waited for Him, that He might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in
His salvation.” For, He is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Rev. Arie Bertsch, LCMS North Dakota District President
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CHRIST’S CARE FOR CHILDREN:KENYA/PROJECT 24
God is with us Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
Every year, the leadership of the ELCK along with the LCMS missionaries come together to
discuss the progress of the Project 24 program. This year the annual State of P24 Forum was
held at the P24 Tumaini site in Kisumu. It was a time for each site manager to share their
annual reports and finances for the past year as well as their goals for the upcoming year.
Now that the Kenyan government has
officially opened the schools, the sites
are well under way for a great year. Many
of the goals of the site managers include
income generating projects that will help
with the sites’ sustainability. We look
forward to seeing what the new year will
bring to help serve the vulnerable
children here in Kenya.
To sponsor a child at one of the

The P24 site manager from Lenkishon gives his report.
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Project 24 sites, please contact:
jennifer.hummel@lcms.org
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DISTRICT VISION
Witness

NATIONAL YOUTH WORKERS CONFERENCE
The National Lutheran Youth Workers

Planting and Revitalizing

Conference (#NATIONAL21) is a standalone

Congregations (Rev. Heath Trampe)

youth ministry practitioner conference

Lutheran Education (Rev. Thomas

held every three years. This event

Clark)

organized by the Synod LCMS Youth

Mercy

Ministry office, Saint Louis, MO also

International Mercy Care (Rev. Rick

provides a wonderful opportunity to

Jones)

prepare for the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering. The conference will be held

Local Mercy Care (Rev. Dr. Adam

July 11-14, 2021, at the Hyatt Regency Houston.
Pat Sebastian, National Youth Gathering District Coordinator,

Filipek)

encourages volunteer adult leaders and high school students from North

Life Together
Ordained and Commissioned
Ministers (Rev. Clark Jahnke)
Youth /Young Adults

Dakota to attend this conference for the valuable training and networking
experiences. If you have questions about this conference, would like to
share hotel rooms, travel together, etc. contact Pat Sebastian ((701) 471-

(Pat Sebastian and Rev. Jon Bonine)

3289 | patsebbis@aol.com)

Stewardship (vacant)

For additional ways to connect to LCMS Youth Ministry, please visit

Will you serve in this area?

www.lcms.org/youth.

Life Coordinator (Rev. Matthew
Tooman)
If your North Dakota District LCMS
church is hosting a "LIFE" event,

GIVEPLUS+ NOW AVAILABLE FOR
SUPPORTING THE DISTRICT

please let your District Life

Visit nodaklcms.org/giveplus for a new way to

Coordinator know. We can help

support the work of the LCMS North Dakota

get the word out!

District. Submit a one time donation or set up

(www.immanuelwahp.com/distric

an automatic recurring donation. Check out

t-life-coordinator.html)

this new feature today! There is also a mobile
app. More information can be found on the
website.

District Personnel:
Rev. Arie Bertsch, District President | Minot | LCMS.nd.dp@outlook.com | 701-509-2889 | Mobile:701-720-2232
Blenda Dahlien, DP Administrative Assistant | Minot | LCMS.nd.aa@outlook.com | 701-509-2790
Tami Ulland, Business Manager and LCEF ND District Vice President | Fargo | LCMS.nd.busman@gmail.com
701-360-1469
Vicki Peihl, Fargo Office Manager | fargoofficendlcms@gmail.com | 701-293-9001
Marie Johnson, District Communications Manager | Hazen | news@nodaklcms.org | 701-220-6386
Board of Directors: Rev. Thomas Marcis Jr. (chairman), Mr. John Riley (vice-chairman), Rev. Kirk Peters (1st VP-West),
Rev. Steve Schultz (2nd VP-East), Rev. Daniel Voth (secretary), Mr. Leon Bladow (treasurer), Mr. Paul Huber, Mrs. Kay
Kreklau, Mr. Tom Langer, Rev. Les Wolfgram, Mr. Kirk Rosin, Mr. Jason Paradis
Circuit Visitors: Rev. Paul Preus (Central), Rev. Chris Waldvogel (Eastern), Rev. Scott Ramey (Northeast), Rev. Daryl
Rothchild (Northwest), Rev. Matthew Tooman (Southeast), Rev. Jonathan Walla (Southwest)
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