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authorities are “instituted by God” 
(ROM. 13:1)? If there is no “separation,” 
why does Jesus say “render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s” (MATT. 22:21)? 
With the term “distinction” rather 
than “separation,” one can understand 
that God has authority over all things, 
physical and spiritual. Church and state 
are both areas of God’s authority, but 
that authority is given to two different 
people for different purposes, and using 
different tools.

Therefore God is the ultimate 
authority in both church and state. 
It is therefore wrong to understand 
“separation” in such a way that God’s 
authority is confined to the church 
and can have no power over the state. 
The “separation” phrase is commonly 
used by those who want to exclude all 
“religious” talk, activity or compulsion 
from government functions. But no 
government has the right to force on 
its citizens those things that are a sin 
against God. If they do “we must obey 
God rather than men” (ACTS 5:29).

Although both are ruled by God, there is 
a clear distinction between church and 
state. It is also wrong to deny “sepa-
ration” to such an extent that church 
and state are one and the same. This is 
known as “theocracy” (literally, “rule by 
God”), in which the rulers of the church 
also rule the state, or vice versa. Such as, 
for the Muslim faith there is no “sepa-
ration” of church and state. Luther was 
against the Pope’s claim that he had au-
thority over the church and the state. So 
let’s focus on the “distinction” between 
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Should Christians believe in the 
separation of church and state?

November! Oh yes, the month of local and national elections … 
and Thanksgiving Day!  

Over the years I have found that some Christians have wondered 
if we believe in the separation of church and state, especially 
when it comes to elections. 

A simple “yes” or “no” answer cannot accurately state the biblical 
teaching on the relationship between the church and the state. 
I’ve been doing some reading and studying on this “separation 
of church and state” and have concluded that it is better to speak 
with a more accurate word than “separation.” It would be better if 
we would speak with the word “distinction.”  

For if there is a “separation,” how does St. Paul say that civil 
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Concordia Lutheran Church, 
Beulah, held a Service of 
Thanksgiving and Celebration on 
Sept. 25 for its 75th anniversary. 
Pictured are, from left, Rev. 
Arie Bertsch, North Dakota 
District president; Rev. Toby 
Heller, Concordia pastor; Rev. Dr. 
Jeremiah Olson, emeritus; and 
Rev. Wes Hafner, pastor of St. 
John’s, Oxford, Neb., and St. Paul’s, 
Bertrand, Neb.

Blessings at Concordia, Beulah

The congregation also 
celebrated the 25th anniversary 
of Rev. Heller serving as its pastor. 
He is pictured with his wife, Tina. 
Pastor Heller was installed at 
Concordia on July 20, 1997.

MESSAGE  
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Share your news with us!
We love to feature a wide variety of events occurring in our district 
congregations. All that is needed is a brief description of the event and 
one or two photos. No event or announcement is too big or small.

Send submissions to Marie Johnson at news@nodaklcms.org. Please 
ensure photos sent electronically are high resolution. 

church and state.

The state is ruled by the “power of the 
sword” (ROM. 13:1-7). The state exists in 
the physical realm of this world to main-
tain justice and peace and a societal or-
der to defend lives and livelihoods from 
enemies within and from outside.

The church is ruled by the “power of the 
Word.” The church is not an institution 
of the Law, but of the Gospel. God’s “jus-
tice” is carried out not by punishing the 
evildoer, but by the sacrifice of His Son, 
Jesus Christ, on the cross instead of sin-
ful man. God creates and sustains His 
church not by force, but by His Word, 
which is “repentance and the forgiveness 
of sins,” preached in the name of Christ 
to all nations. The church cannot force 
compliance with the Ten Command-
ments or with other laws, but proclaims 
the Word of God and trusts the Holy 
Spirit to work on the hearts and minds 
of the hearers.

In conclusion, there is a “distinction” be-
tween church and state, and yet Chris-
tians are both simultaneously and with-
out contradiction members of Christ’s 
church and citizens of the state. As 
members of Christ’s church, Christians 
are bound to the Word of God as the 
source and norm of life and doctrine. As 
citizens of the state, Christians are free 
to exercise all the rights, freedoms and 
responsibilities of the state. Simply re-
member the “distinctions” between the 
church and the state, and between your 
vocation as a member of the church and 
a citizen of the state — and know that 
God rules over both.

I would encourage all to go to the polls 
and vote for the person best suited to 
lead us in a God-pleasing way for our-
selves and what is best for our neighbor.

Therefore, let us give thanks this 
Thanksgiving Day unto the Lord, for He 
is good and His mercy endures forever; 
for He has given us the privilege to live 
in a country where we have the oppor-
tunity to elect those who would rule 
us in the state, and to be able to live a 
God-pleasing life here on earth until we 
join our Lord in and for all eternity.

mailto:news%40nodaklcms.org?subject=
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The Wyndmere Fall 
Festival was held on 
Sept. 10. Members 
of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Barney, 
(located seven miles 
east of Wyndmere) 
joined the parade 
with a float featuring 
a painting of the 
church. Peace 
Lutheran Church 
was founded in 
1899. Pictured are, 
from left, Mary Link, 
Andrea and Rev. 
Brock Schmeling and 
their son, Edmund, 
and Vance Vosburg, 
congregation 
president.

Parade witness

Choir members from the Minot-area LCMS congregations joined together at St. Mark’s, 
Minot, to sing and record hymns of praise to supplement Main Street Living worship services 
for television. Main Street Living is a distinctly Lutheran worship service, featuring pastors 
and members from upper Midwest LCMS congregations. Main Street Living is not intended 
to be a replacement for in-person worship, but rather to provide a liturgical service to those 
who are unable to attend a congregation. Visit mainstreetliving.com/north.

Music to our ears
Congrats!
At the North Dakota 
District Pastors 
Conference, Vicki Peihl 
was honored for her 
years of service upon her 
retirement as district 
office manager.

http://mainstreetliving.com/north
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The LWML of Zion English Lutheran Church, Grafton, held its Fall Salad Luncheon 
on Sept. 15. Proceeds help fund local, national and international mission projects. 
Pictured are, from left, Floris Link, Kristi Dahl, Shirley Lundquist, Faye Seter, Patrice 
Koble, Catherine Paulson, Sue Thiel and Nancy Puppe.

Meal for missions

Over 115 youth and adults from 10 North Dakota District congregations attended the 2022 Higher Things 
Conference, “For You,” held July 19-22 in Bozeman, Mont. The 2023 conference, “Beyond Reasonable Doubt” 
will be held July 18-21 in Carbondale, Ill., and July 25-28 in San Antonio, Texas. For more information, visit 
higherthings.org/events/conferences.

‘For 
You’

http://higherthings.org/events/conferences

