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See MESSAGE, Page 2

Summer has come and gone and 
now many things in the church 
that have been a little stagnant 

— with members on vacations and 
spending weekends at the lake and so 
forth — are now in full swing again. 
Sunday church services have better 
attendance and Sunday school and 
Bible studies are running on a regular 
schedule again. 

Much of that happens because this 
is what the pastor has been planning 
and working toward during the summer. October is Pastor 
Appreciation Month, and Pastor Appreciation Day is 
Oct. 9, but it could be celebrated any time of the month.

Your pastor has numerous responsibilities and supports 
the congregation in many ways. He brings God’s Word at 

weddings, funerals and Sunday services, 
visits you when sick, provides prayer 
and much more. 

I suggest giving him a thank you note, 
or the congregation having cake and 
coffee with him after a Sunday service. 

If you want to give your pastor a gift, 
here are some ideas:
▶  Gift cards to coffee shops, restaurants, 

bookstores, grocery stores or other 
store you know they like. 

▶  Ordering pizza or another meal for their 
family (select a date in advance).

▶  Offer to babysit their children so the 
pastor and his wife can have a date 
night (I consider this a most excellent 
idea!). 

Please remember that pastors have 
additional stress over those of other 
professions in that they have a personal 
relationship with those whom they 
serve. Unlike counselors, whose clients 
come and go, or firefighters and police 
officers who meet emergency needs 
and then leave the scene, pastors walk 
closely with those they serve. They 
serve their members on a personal as 
well as professional level, often in times 
of crisis.

I do a presentation on “Holding Up the 
Pastor’s Hand” I would be more than 
willing to make a presentation to your 
congregation.

Who is holding up the pastor’s hand in 
your congregation? Who is ministering 
to your minister when:
▶  His father or mother dies, as he does for 

you when you grieve?
▶  His wife or child is diagnosed with 

Pastor appreciation

Rev. Arie Bertsch
District President 
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Obey your 
leaders and 
submit to their 
authority. They 
keep watch over 
you as men who 
must give an 
account. Obey 
them so that 
their work will 
be a joy, not a 
burden, for that 
would be of no 
advantage to 
you. HEB. 13:17
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cancer? Who sits and prays with 
them like he does with you?

▶  He’s a patient at the hospital? 
Who goes at 6 a.m. to read Scrip-
ture and pray with him?

▶  He and his family are suffering 
in any way? 

Who is holding up the pastor’s 
hand in your congregation?

You see, we are connected to 
one another in the Christian 
community not simply by the 
bonds of human relationships 
and good will, or by the bonds of 
emotion and personal experi-
ence, but fundamentally we are 
joined together in and through 
Christ. We celebrate the gifts 
Christ gives us for the good of all 
of us, and we work to help one 
another enhance and grow the 
gifts Christ has given. We want 
to see the Body grow as it “builds 
itself up in love” (EPH. 4:16).

Susan Jahnke, principal of Grace Lutheran School, Fargo, and Denise 
Wolfgram, principal of Martin Luther School, Bismarck, recently graduated 
from the School Leadership Development (SLED) program held in June in 
St. Louis. This program, conducted by LCMS School Ministry, is designed to 
help grow leaders for Lutheran schools. Congratulations to the SLED gradu-
ates and their mentors! Denise is holding the "S" and Susan Jahnke is right 
behind her at the beginning of the middle row.

Preparing tomorrow’s 
school leaders today

HOMESCHOOL
RETREAT

Sept. 25(6 p.m.)-27(1 p.m.)
Bible study, nature walk, fire ecology, 

archery, and more. 

Connect with other families from across 
North Dakota. Whether you are new to 

homeschooling or a seasoned homeschooler,
 we would love for you to join us! 

$35/person ($175 family maximum) includes 
lodging and meals. To register, 

visit Shretreat.org or call 701-244-5225

 Shepherd's Hill at the Crossroads, St. John, ND 
 shretreat.org

*Theology at this retreat is taught
from the LCMS perspective
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You are invited 
to Shepherd’s 
Hill at the 

Crossroads for 
its 25th Annual 
Quilt, Craft and 
Culinary Arts 
Auction. A pie 
social begins at 
12:30 p.m., followed by the auction 
at 1 p.m.

This auction is a major fundraiser 
for Shepherd’s Hill. People from all 
around the state have donated quilts, 
craft items and delectable baked 
goods to be auctioned. Shop for that 
special wedding coming up, or that 
new grandchild, or buy some goodies 
to share with the neighbors!

Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads is 
located at 502 Shepherd’s Hill Drive 
in St. John. For more information on 
Shepherd’s Hill, call 701-244-5225 or 
visit shretreat.org and facebook.com/
shretreat.

Auction is
SEPT. 10

Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala 
served as North Dakota 
district president from 
2000 to 2008. He 
departed shortly before 
the end of his third term 
to join the faculty of 
Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Rev. Patrick O’Brien, third 
vice-president, assumed 
the presidency for the 
remainder of the term. 
O’Brien, also serving as 
pastor of St. John’s, Oakes,  
had the privilege of installing four new 
workers at Martin Luther School. He 
opted not to run in 2009.  

It took six ballots in 2009 for Rev. James 
Baneck to be elected as the next district 
president. Pastor Baneck formed a Rural 
Ministry Task Force to work with the 

struggling rural churches. He helped 
with human care efforts during historic 
flooding in Fargo, Bismarck, Minot and 
other communities in 2011. He visited 
Kenya and Chile, where the district was 
supporting missions. 

Two mission starts — Crosspointe, Fargo, 
and Holy Cross, Bismarck, became self-
supporting. During the oil boom, Pastor 
Baneck helped establish a mission church 
in Watford City. First American Lutheran 
Church, Mayville, became an LCMS 
congregation in 2016. 

Pastor Baneck accepted a call as executive 
director of LCMS Pastoral Education 
and left in December 2016. Rev. Arie D. 
Bertsch, first vice-president, assumed the 
term on Jan. 1, 2017, and continued to 
serve as pastor of St. Paul’s, Minot, and as 
vacancy pastor of St. Peter’s, Sawyer, until 
he was elected to his first three-year term 
in 2018. After a one-year delay of the 
district convention, Pastor Bertsch was 
re-elected in January 2022. 

IF YOU HAVE any interesting historical 
articles on your church, please pass them 
on to me at fargoofficendlcms @gmail.
com. Thank you!

Vicki Peihl • District Office Manager

From the archivist

A presidential 
history (continued)

O’Brien

Baneck

mailto:fargoofficendlcms%20%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:fargoofficendlcms%20%40gmail.com?subject=
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Send submissions for the district supplement 
to Marie Johnson at news@nodaklcms.org

The district Middle School Gathering 
will be held Oct. 20-22 at Ramada Inn, 
Bismarck. The event includes four Bible 
studies, interest sessions, worship, a 
variety show, music, servant events and 
much more. 

The event is held in conjunction with 
the Love Abounds Family Convoca-
tion (Oct. 21-22 at Bethel Lutheran 
Church and Ramada Inn, Bismarck).

We live in a complex world filled with 
stress and division. The family convo-
cation will provide you the opportunity 
to gather with Lutherans from across 
North Dakota for encouragement and 
to gain insights on Christ-centered ways 
to cope with these day-to-day struggles. 
Bring the whole family and enjoy this 
time together as God’s people.

There is no registration fee for the 
convocation. All Friday activities will 
be held at the Ramada Inn. Saturday 
events, including featured speakers, 
snacks and lunch, will be held at Bethel 
(615 E. Turnpike). 

A Friday activity for early arrivals in-
cludes packing Mercy Meals at 1 and 2 

Campus 
ministry 
available
If you or anyone you know are 
attending North Dakota State 
University in Fargo or the University 
of North Dakota in Grand Forks this 
fall, we would love to meet them 
and introduce them to our campus 
ministries. 

We will provide them with Word and 
Sacrament ministry while they are 
at college, and we will endeavor to 
be their “home-away-from-home” 
congregation. Encourage them to get 
involved with Bible study and other 
events throughout the year. 

Please send their names and, if 
possible, their contact information 
(address and cell number), and we 
will make every effort to get in touch 
with them and provide them with 
pastoral care.

Contact Rev. Daniel Suelzle (UND) at 
dsuelzle@me.com or 701-215-2592; 
or Rev. Steve Schulz (NDSU) at steve.
schulz@live.com or 701-293-7979.

Visit immanuelfargo.org/campus-
ministry and wittenbergchapel.com.

philippians workshop

p.m. at the Ramada Inn. Friday evening 
options include worship and a service 
project with youth attending the Middle 
School Gathering. 

Accommodation options include 
Ramada Inn (1400 E. Interchange 
Ave., Bismarck, $98 per room); and La 
Quinta Inn & Suites (2240 N. 12th St., 
Bismarck, $80 per room and includes 
complimentary breakfast). 

Childcare is available upon request. 

Visit nodaklcms.org/blog/love-abounds 
for more information and to register.

Trinity, Adrian, will celebrate 125 
years with a special service at 4 p.m. on 
Sept. 18. A catered meal will follow. All 
are welcome.

St. John’s, Oakes, will host an Oratio, 
Meditatio, Tentatio (prayer, mediation, 
struggle/temptation) theologcial study 
group for pastors and laity the fourth 
Monday of the month beginning Sept. 
26 with Matins at 9 a.m. Contact Rev. 
Chris Brademeyer at cbrademeyer@
gmail.com for more information.

Messiah, Mandan, will hold a 
workshop on Oct. 13, led by Rev 
Heath Curtis, LCMS Steward-

ship Ministry coordinator. Pastor Curtis 
will show how — using St. Paul’s words 
in his letter to the Philippians — clergy 
and laity work together in the congrega-
tion in the realm of stewardship. 

The session begins at 3 p.m. with the 
pastors. The laity will join at 5:30, 
beginning with supper. The workshop 
ends at 9 p.m.

Blocks of rooms have been reserved 
for the night of Oct. 13 at Baymont 
Inn & Suites (2611 Old Red Trail NW, 
701-663-7401, $100 per room) and 

Comfort Inns & Suites (1516 27th St. 
NW, 701-204-6712, $88/$93). When 
calling, mention the Philippians 
Workshop (or Messiah Lutheran 
Church).

A registration fee of $10 per con-
gregation may be paid at the door, 
but we need you to register ahead of 
time to determine how much food to 
prepare: 701-663-8545 or messiah 
secretary@midconetwork.com.

For more information, contact Rev. 
Dennis Voss at 701-751-2319 or 
rev.af.col@gmail.com.

Helping pastors and laity
collaborate on stewardship
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